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Landmarks Assists Manchester and South Side
in Obtaining $5 Million Commitment

Duquesne Light and PNC Bank, major corporate sponsors, utilize
State tax-credit program to assist Pittsburgh neighborhoods

We are pleased to inform
our members of major
grants to the South Side
Local Development
Company (SSLDC) and
Manchester Citizens
Corporation (MCC), two
neighborhood organizations
with whom we have worked
for many years. As a result
of our technical assistance
and their excellent proposals,
Duquesne Light and PNC
Bank will provide Manchester
and South Side, respectively,
with funding commitments
for ten years under the
Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania’s Department of
Community and Economic
Development Neighborhood
Assistance Program/ Comprehensive
Service Program.

Samuel A. McCullough, secretary
of the Department of Community and
Economic Development (DCED),
announced that the State is providing
a 70% tax credit to PNC Bank for
committing $250,000 a year for ten
years to the SSLDC, and to Duquesne
Light for committing $250,000 a year
for ten years to the MCC.

Several years ago, Pennsylvania
passed legislation to stimulate long-term
private-public partnerships aimed at
comprehensive community development
through the use of tax credits for the
for-profit entities. The program, which
was originally utilized only in Phila-
delphia, provides a classic win-win
situation: the non-profit community
development corporation receives a
long-term funding commitment from
the private sector, while the for-profit
entity receives valuable state tax credits.
Most significantly, the community bene-
fits because the comprehensive program
is required to address education, human
services, job development, drug preven-
tion, anti-violence, housing and leader-
ship development.

Landmarks’ director of Preservation
Services, Howard B. Slaughter, Jr.,
worked with the DCED to identify two
potential communities that could benefit
from an allocation of new tax credits.
Landmarks notified both neighborhood
organizations about the importance of
the State tax credits, and provided tech-

From left to right: Howard B. Slaughter,
Jr., director of Preservation Services
at Landmarks; Mayor Tom Murphy;
Sy Holzer, president of PNC Bank:;

Dr. Steve Siegel, president of the SSLDC;
Samuel A. McCullough, secretary of
the Department of Community and
Economic Development of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania;

and Hugh Brannan, executive director
of the Brashear Association, Inc.

nical assistance to each, as well as pre-
development funding to SSLDC. The
application process took over one vear.

Landmarks will have a continuing
role in the educational work of the
South Side program and the Brashear
Association will assist the SSLDC in
providing social services.

“People think of Landmarks’
Preservation Loan Fund primarily in
terms of the low-interest loans that it
provides,” said Howard. “Equally
valuable, however, are the technical
services that we provide every day to
many neighborhoods and other non-
profit preservation organizations. The
Manchester and South Side programs
are examples of the kinds of results that
we can achieve in partnership with
community-based organizations that are
working to preserve the architectural
integrity of their communities and
encourage resident participation.”

Photo by Tom Fitzpatrick

Our Partners Comment

Governor Ridge is excited about the role that the
Neighborhood Assistance Program/
Comprehensive Service Program will play in our
ongoing efforts to revitalize the communities in
the Pitisburgh region. Landmarks’ knowledge of
Manchester and the South Side fostered the part-
nerships that we now share with Pittsburgh
National Bank and the South Side Local
Development Company, and with the Manchester
Citizens Corporation and Duquesne Light. The
Pisisburgh Housing Authority plays a significani
role by setting the stage for o new approach to
public housing for the NAP/CSP communities.

The Department of Community and Economic
Development is proud to participate in this pub-
lic/private partnership to build strong, healthy
communities for all residents.

Maureen Gordon Jones

Southwest Regional Office, DCED

Duguesne Light has a long history of supporting
projects and programs that respond to the needs
of people in the communities it serves. We are
pleased to partner with the Manchester Citizens
Corporation, an organization with a proven track
record. We welcome the opportunity to coniribute
to the technical and financial resources needed to
support the revitalization efforts on the Northside.
Estella Smith
Public Affairs, Duquesne Light

Through our parinership with the State and
Duguesne Light, the Manchester Citizens
Corporation will be able to move our neighbor-
hood development strategy initiative forward.
We are very appreciative of all the technical
assistance that has been provided to us by the
Pigtsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation.
Rhonda Brandon
Executive Director, MCC
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PNC Bank is excited about this investment oppor-
tunity. The strength of the partners—South Side
Local Development Company, the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation, and Brashear
Assoctation—in terms of their operating perfor-
mance and historic dedication to improving the
South Side community—is impressive. PNC
Bank’s commitment to fund $250,000 each year
Jor ten years is significant, but the need for qual-
ity programs and services is even greater.
Therefore, we must all use our contacts to lever-
age other resources to ensure that this
Comprehensive Service Program. is successful.
The service area extends beyond the South Side
Sfats and slopes into Arlington Heights and St.
Clair Village. Here, we hope to build upon the
progress already made by the City of Pittsburgh
Housing Authority in other Pittsburgh public
housing communities. We support the direction
taken by Stanley Lowe: through the services
available in this program, we can offer public
housing residents choices and opportunities that
they for so long have been denied.
Cathy A. Niederberger
Vice President and Manager,

Community Development Department,

PNC Bank

South Side’s revitalization is at a critical junc-
ture. Whether or not the revitalization can con-
tinue and be sustained depends on our ability to
continue important efforts, including the Main
Street Program, and expand our programming to
address quality of life issues that affect all resi-
denis of the service area. Not only are we extend-
ing our programming, but we are extending our
service area as well. The South Side Local
Development Company is excited about this
opportunity to reach beyond and work in new
ways 1o revitalize the South Side.
Carey Harris
Executive Director, SSLDC



Page 2

PHLF News

. August 1998

Welcome New Members

(as of July 14, 1998)

The Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation welcomes the
following new members who recently joined Landmarks. We look
forward to their participation in our work and special events.

Ron Baraff

John A. Baranowski

Victoria L. Batcha

Jennifer Beck

Barbara L. Bolas

Mr. & Mrs. Russell 1. Bradley
William P. Buckley

John Capretti

Nat Carbone and family

A. M. Carlson and S. E. Brandon
Virginia Cicero

Gloria R. Clark

Grady Clendening and family
Gwen Dakis

Professor J. R. Daniels

Sandra M. Danko

Marlene Demarest

Cheryl DePasquale and family
Robert L. Digby

John B. Donaldson

Britta C. Dwyer

Fast Lawrence Elementary School
Eisenhower Elementary School
Stephanie K. Ellegood

Judith Esposito

Mike Fackovec and family
Whitney A. Finnstrom

Laura and Chester Fisher

Sally B. Foster

Mr. & Rev. Mrs. Edward E. Frick
Chris Gendron

Fr. Carl Gentile

Evelyn and James George
Jennifer Georges

Philip B. Hallen

Lee M. Haller

Beth and John Hallerud

Betty E. Havryluk

Mary Ann and David Henderson
Rebecca Henn and David Celento
Hillel Academy

Jjames E Israel and family
Edward E Jacob, Jr.

Robert A. Jacobs

Barbara Johnstone

Evelyn Jucha

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Koch and family
Mark Steven Koleck

P. M. Kunkle and family

Maureen E. Lang

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Leber and family

Cynthia Lennox

Dr. & Mrs. Paul Levy

Terry Lorince and Craig Parke

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence T.
Magasano

Esther Mallouh

Linda March

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J.
Marchesani, Sr.

Oak Glen Middle School

Barbara and Lester Parker

Partners for Sacred Places

Marilyn C. Pavlik

Kathy Petruska

Providence Preservation Society

Anne Rawlinson

Ceil and Jim Rockovich

Cynthia A, Rosky

Ann Fay Ruben

J. N. Runyan

Diane N. and Paul A. Sabol
and family

Maria Santiago

Robert B. Schaub

Janet E. Schlarb

Debra and Henry Schleuter
and family

Donna Scott

Dee Ann Sisak

Janet Skupien

South Fayette High School

Celeste D. Steffen

Leonora and Richard Stein

Paul Stiehler

Janice Stock

Dr. & Mrs. Myron Taube

Mr. & Mirs. Edgar R. Taylor, Jr.

Melvin N. Vesely

Washington Elementary School

Marilyn B. Weber

Mr. & Mrs. J. Brian Weller

Jane Werrin

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Wertz

Sara T. White

Diane Whittaker

Kris and Erik Zissu and family

Welcome Corporate Members

{as of July 14, 1998)

Benefactors

Federal Home Loan Bank of
Pittsburgh

The Galbreath Company

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield

Oxford Development Company

Patrons

Alpern, Rosenthal & Company

Dollar Bank

Greater Pittsburgh Convention
& Visitors Bureau

National City Bank of
Pennsylvania

Partners

Bognar and Company
The Buncher Company
Burrell Group, Inc.
Graham Realty Company

Partners (continued)

Great American Federal Savings
and Loan Association

The Gustine Company

Frank P. Hess & Company, Inc.

Horty Springer & Mattern, P.C.

International Society for
Measurement and Control

J&H Marsh & McLennan

Keystone State Savings Bank

Meetings & More

Mellon Bank

Neville Chemical Company

NorthSide Bank

Pittsburgh Hilton & Towers

Port Authority of Allegheny
County

Sesame Inn

Tempus Creative Services
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The Hearst Foundation Awards Grant to the

Preservation Loan Fund

On June 30, Robert M. Frehse, Jr., executive director of The Hearst Foundation,
Inc., notified Landmarks that the Foundation awarded a grant of $35,000 to the
Preservation Loan Fund for work in Pittsburgh’s historic neighborhoods. The
Hearst Foundation, Inc. was founded in 1945 by publisher and philanthropist
William Randolph Hearst. The Foundation is an independent, private philanthropic
institution operating separately from the Hearst Corporation. The charitable goals
of the Foundation reflect the philanthropic interests of William Randolph Hearst:
education, health, social service, and culture.

“This is a significant gift,” said Howard B. Slaughter, Jr., director of Landmarks’
Preservation Services, “because it is the second major gift we have received from
a foundation outside of Pittsburgh. We believe this award is in recognition of the
national prototype we have developed for assisting historic inner-city neighborhoods,
low-income neighborhood residents, and minority entrepreneurs to develop and
finance sound restoration programs that help sustain neighborhoods.”

At the suggestion of Howard, Ms. Ligia Cravo of The Hearst Foundation came
to Pittsburgh to tour various neighborhoods and meet with leaders and residents.
She was impressed with Landmarks’ ability to leverage grant dollars with other
funding sources.

Years ago, The Hearst Foundation gave a grant to Landmarks in support of its
restoration efforts. We appreciate this new and continuing support.

Barensfeld Family Fund Established

We are pleased to announce that a new Named Fund intended to benefit historic
North Side religious properties has been generously created with a major gift from
the Ellwood Group, Inc.

Through the Named Funds program, the unrestricted gift becomes part of
Landmarks’ endowment fund. The Named Funds are then invested and their
principal balances adjusted annually to reflect gains and losses in the marketplace.
Each year we also confer with Named Fund donors about the potential uses and
projects to be supported by their Named Fund.

In this case the Barensfeld family, represented by David Barensfeld who is a
member of the Board of Trustees of Landmarks Financial Corporation, would like
to see priority given to the historic churches in Old Allegheny where needs are great
and where the churches provide a home for many social and civic services.

We are particularly grateful to the Barensfeld family and the Ellwood Group, Inc.

Robert L. Spear Fund

A long-time friend and member of the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation,
Robert L. Spear, passed away on January 30, 1998, leaving Landmarks a generous
unrestricted bequest of $25,000.

Mr. Spear managed a portion of Landmarks’ investment portfolio and remained
an active and vocal supporter of our work, to the point of encouraging his employer,
Prudential Securities, to make a large donation to Landmarks at his retirement party.
Over the years, Mr. Spear not only assisted Phipps Hoffstot with our investment
program, but also donated books and photographs to the James D. Van Trump Library.

Therefore, the Board of Trustees of Landmarks Financial Corporation has
approved that the Robert L. Spear Library Fund be designated our eleventh Named
Fund. Proceeds will be used for the restoration and maintenance of books and
archives in the James D. Van Trump Library.

Your Gifis Strengthen Landmarks

The Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation thanks the following people and
organizations for their recent special gifts:

* Madeline O. Half, Eleanor and Ronald Zimmer, the West Penn Hospital CRNAs,
and the Western Pennsylvania Anesthesia Associates, Ltd., for their individual gifts
in memory of Robert L. Spear;

¢ Retta Campbell, for providing a scholarship for Barry Hannegan, director of
Historic Landscape Preservation, to attend the Renovation and Restoration
Conference in Boston, Massachusetts in March;

¢ Consolidated Natural Gas Company, for its gift in honor of Robert M. Jacob;
¢ R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company, for its gift in honor of Rolland Beatty;

¢ Mrs. Betty B. Goldfeder, for her gift in honor of Joseph Reibert;

® Susan Guttman, for her gift in honor of Jane Werrin; and

¢ H. J. Heinz Company, for its gift in honor of Cecelia Guehl.

Landmarks Trustees Honored

On May 13, the CCAC Educational Foundation honored Dr. Frances Holland with
its first “Legends in Leadership” Lifetime Achievement Award in recognition of
Frances’ life-long devotion to the Community College of Allegheny County and its
students. Proceeds from the awards dinner were used to provide up to sixteen
scholarships for high achieving members of the high school class of 1998.

Mary Wohleber, a fourth-generation resident of Troy Hill, is featured in the
May/June issue of Penusylvania magazine. Described as a raconteur who seerms to
“sprint through the streets, spinning her tale, [and] swapping jokes with her neigh-
bors,” Mary is commended for her efforts in preserving many of the architectural
landmarks on Troy Hill.
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Landmarks Commemorates 34th Anniversary
with Gift to Manchester

In commemoration of Landmarks’
thirty-fourth anniversary and in recogni-
tion of Preservation Week, the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation
committed $34,000 in grant funds to
the Manchester Citizens Corporation.
Landmarks was founded in May of
1964, impelled by a threat to Victorian
rowhouses on Liverpool Street in
Manchester, to protect major architec-
tural landmarks throughout Allegheny
County. “While Landmarks is not an
organization that generally makes
grants,” said Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr.,
president, “we wanted to help the
Liverpool Street project because it is
where our own roots are.”

Philip B. Hallen, chairman of
Landmarks, said that Landmarks’
$34,000 grant will be used to help with
three projects: the further restoration of
the Liverpool Street houses, dating from
the 1880s; the creation of front-yard
gardens that will complement the
historic architecture; and the completion
of restoration work of the new
Manchester Citizens Corporation offices

and Community Center in the Rippl
Building. The Rippl Building has been
restored in part with loans from
Landmarks’ Preservation Loan Fund.
Affordable housing will be created in
some of the houses on Liverpool Street.

The $34,000 grant is being made
from Landmarks’ endowment fund,
largely created in 1994 with the sale of
Station Square, the riverfront develop-
ment initiated in 1976 with grants from
the Allegheny Foundation, a Scaife
Family Trust.

The Manchester Citizens Corporation
and Landmarks have worked together
for the restoration of Manchester, a
National Register District, since the
1960s. The Manchester Citizens
Corporation has accomplished an
enormous amount of work with limited
resources.

Through the years, Landmarks has
offered the Manchester Citizens
Corporation significant technical assis-
tance and over $635,000 in low-interest
loans to help ensure the restoration of
this historic neighborhood, one of the
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Dreawings by Landmarks Design Associutes, Architects

A planting proposal for the tiny patch of ground in front of one of the

Romanesque-Revival stone houses on the south side of Liverpool Street in the 1300

block. Bishop’s Weed, in its variegated-leaf form serves as a ground cover for the

small rectangular plot. Three standard fuchsias are set out in prepared, perma-

nent holes, while aristolochia clambers up wire trellises.

Landscaping Liverpool Street

Barry Hannegan

One of the real accomplishments of the
last several months has been the produc-
tion of a series of guidelines for the
introduction of historically appropriate
planting in Manchester. Using that
superb range of houses in the 1300
block of Liverpool Street as our labora-
tory, we have developed a brief text that
outlines what might be done with the
front yards, street trees, and ornamental
planting in the form of hanging baskets
and vines. We also have devised six
sample plans for the areas in front of the
houses, trying to achieve as much variety
as possible. The goal has some contra-
dictory elements in it since we have tried
to accommodate current taste for some-
times rather heavy planting with the
historical precedents which were usually
rather spare. Although the total effect of
our proposals would be a bit richer than
would likely have been the case in, say,
1880, each of the front-yard designs has

a perfectly correct historical inspiration.
We have taken as the point of depar-
ture for this venture the wonderful book
by Frank J. Scott, Suburban Home
Grounds, published in 1870. Analyzing
the many plans and landscape vignettes
in the book, we have isolated some
design principles that form the basis of
our own proposals. Scott’s style was
lavish and lush in the larger sites that he
treated, but he wisely recognized the
desirability (necessity?) of severe restric-
tions on the few tiny sites that he both-
ered to consider. The vignettes in partic-
ular reveal a method of composition
that is staccato and cluttered (to a
modern eye), and it is those qualities
that we have tried to introduce in our
own design suggestions. We have also
relied on a number of photographs of
Pittsburgh homes published in the
1890s; these itlustrate a range of possi-
bilities for landscape treatment and we

first in the nation to be restored for a
largely African-American population.
Barry Hannegan, director of Historic
Landscape Preservation, said, “This will
be the first neighborhood landscaping
project of the new department.
Landmarks not only supports building
restoration but also wants to see the
landscaping restored, so that each
historic neighborhood has appropriate
and distinctive landscaping to enhance
its architecture. We are pleased that our
first model project will be in the same
neighborhood in which Landmarks’ first
restoration project took place in 1964.”
Formal announcement of the anni-
versary grant was made at a luncheon
hosted by Manchester Citizens
Corporation for the Board of Trustees
of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation on May 18, at Pittsburgh’s
Grand Hall at The Priory. The Trustees
convened in Pittsburgh in order to get a
first-hand look at Landmarks’ work and
its partner organizations, particularly
those working in historic neighborhoods.
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have incorporated some of those fea-
tures, especially the clear popularity of
vines on both porches and walls.

In addition to the published docu-
ment setting out the guidelines and the
rationale for them, we have assembled a
slide presentation that illustrates the
same material and additional historical
documentation of our sources. We hope
to present this talk in Manchester and
in other historic Pittsburgh neighbor-
hoods as an example of what thought-
ful and knowledgeable planting can do
to increase both the historic character
of these districts and the general level of
physical amenity.

Be Sure to See

Manchester:
A Neighborhood
Sketchbook

An exhibition through
October 25 at
The Heinz Architectural Center,
Carnegie Museum of Art,
Oakland.
Call 622-5550 for further details.

Administrative, Financial,
Investment Management
24%
Programs
72%

Fund Raising
o

4%

This pie chart represents a model,
based on current staff responsibilities
and programs, of Landmarks’ three
Junctional categories.

Majority of 1997
Expenditures Aided
Programs

According to our unaudited figures, the
1997 expenditures for the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation were
about $1.6 million. We are pleased to
report that almost three-quarters of this
total directly supported our programs:
preservation services (including loans,
technical assistance, feasibility studies,
and advocacy); education (including
publications, tours, student/teacher
workshops, and special events); historic
properties (including the Neville House);
historic landscape preservation; historic
religious properties; and membership
services. Just under one-quarter of
our budget in 1997 supported our
administrative, financial, and investment
management Costs.

Landmarks’ endowment fund covers
a significant portion of administrative
and operating costs. Contributions from
donors, therefore, are used almost
entirely to support historic preservation
and education programs.

Thanks to the generous support of
our members and friends, we only have
needed to spend a small percentage of
our resources on fund-raising. Funds
continue to be needed, however, as we
strengthen existing programs and create
new ones in response to the growing
needs of the community.

“I believe that people and organiza-
tions donating to Landmarks will be
pleased to know that their contributions
go directly into program services,” said
Landmarks’ president Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr.
“We continue to manage a financially
sound organization that is responsive
to community needs, and the impact of
our work extends throughout the
Pittsburgh region.”

In 1998 our budget for programs
has been increased by $400,000 and
$1,000,000 has been added to the
Preservation Loan Fund, where the need
for neighborhood restoration assistance
is great.

1997 Year-End Donors

In the March issue of PHLF News, we
were pleased to acknowledge ninety-one
organizations and individuals who con-
tributed to Landmarks’ 1997 year-end
gift campaign. We have received several
more gifts since then, and would like to
thank the following:

The Buhl Foundation

Rachel J. Donaldson

Robert P. Greiner

Horty Springer & Mattern, P.C.
Shelton E King

Eleanor Howe Nimick

William E Unrath

Albert C. Van Dusen

On September 28, during Landmarks’
Historic Religious Properties Conference
at East Liberty Presbyterian Church,
we will award approximately $38,000
in grants to various churches and syna-
gogues to support technical assistance
needs or restoration projects. These
grants are made possible by the 1997
year-end gifts from members and friends.
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New Orleans and
Marlborough Learn
from Landmarks

In March, Howard B. Slaughter, Jr.,
director of Preservation Services,
spoke on the “Integration of
Historic Preservation and Economic
Development,” at a conference
sponsored by the University of New
Orleans. The University decided to
host such a conference after reading
an article written by Howard and
published by the National Trust for
Historic Preservation.

Howard discussed the impor-
tance of working with financial
institutions on historic preservation
initiatives. He described the
“Working In Neighborhoods” ini-
tiative, a collaboration between
eleven local lending institutions and
Landmarks creating a $1 million
fund to provide loans to minority
businesses moving into historic
districts and buildings.

Scott Brown, vice president
of Community Development at
Mellon Bank, Stanley Lowe,
executive director of the Housing
Authority of the City of Pittsburgh,
and Howard participated in the
Marlborough, Massachusetts
Neighborhood Conference on
May 9. They helped participants
develop a clearer sense of neighbor-
hood priorities in three areas:
bank investment; public safety;
and public services. Urban leaders
and preservationists from the
Boston area and the Providence
Preservation Society also
participated.

Howard B.
Slaughter, Jr.
Attends Harvard’s
Kennedy School of

Government

Howard B. Slaughter, Jr., director of
Preservation Services at Landmarks,
attended the John F. Kennedy
School of Government’s Program
for Senior Executives in State and
Local Government at Harvard
University June 7 through 26.

He was awarded a Fannie Mae
Foundation Fellowship.

The 1998 class included people
from all over the world, from state,
local, legislative, and non-profit
sectors. However, Landmarks was
the only historic preservation
organization represented.

According to Howard, “It was
truly an experience of a lifetime.

It was three weeks of case studies,
analysis, and mastering new termi-
nology. [ was challenged to apply
the concepts we learned to my
work in Pittsburgh, and I gained
more insight into the ways that
state and local government agencies
can work together to create afford-
able housing initiatives. The class
was inspiring, and I will always
remember that ‘One who has
defined his goal as achievable, has
already limited his opportunities
for success.””

Making Cities Work

Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, Pittsburgh Branch
and Landmarks Host Breakfast Lecture Series

We are grateful to Althea C. Worthy,
community affairs liaison of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Cleveland, Pittsburgh
Branch, for her leadership in co-spon-
soring the “Making Cities Work” lecture
series with Landmarks.

The format of the lecture series—
breakfast served at 8:00 a.m. followed
by a program concluding by 9:30 a.m.
—uwas inaugurated in 1996 when
Landmarks invited architect Philippe
Robert to share his acclaimed urban
adaptive use work in Europe with local
community representatives.

Mary Means

On April 24, Pittsburgh civic officials,
business people, community representa-
tives, architects, and urban designers
heard Mary Means, who created the
National Trust’s Main Street program
and is now principal in the urban
planning/consulting firm of Mary
Means & Associates, outline a forth-
right, practical approach to effecting
positive urban change.

Mary calls herself a “humanist with a
pretty decent mind.” Her knowledge of
urban life is experiential rather than
academic. Basing her assessment on
work in cities such as Little Rock,
Savannah, and St. Louis, she laments
that many American cities today are no
longer characterized by diversity but
composed rather of segregated self-
interest groups.

It is the portrayal of the city by the
media that “spreads the message that
the city is a mess and it’s easier to run
away to the suburbs.” In fact, the
downtown, the city neighborhoods,
and the suburbs are vital and related
components, and a sound city plan must
address equally the needs of the city
center, which is the psychic (symbolic)
as well as economic heart of the region,
the neighborhoods, and the suburbs.

Mary noted that “regional planning
is too important to be left to municipal
officers or civic planners.” There is
often a real gap between the “leader-
ship” and the “followship.” She pointed
out that the top down approach to city
planning doesn’t work anymore. More
and more “local” corporations are
now owned by national companies
headquartered elsewhere and their chief
executive officers are neither able nor
inclined to devote substantial effort to

The breakfast lecture series takes place in the sixth-floor conference room of the

Federal Reserve Bank Building, downtown. Roberta Brandes Gratz will present
the next lecture on October 7. Call (1-412) 471-5808 for reservations.

local planning programs. Like the smile
on the face of Alice in Wonderland’s
Cheshire Cat, the sight of a familiar
corporate logo deludes residents into
thinking that the full company presence
is still chere.

How can cities change for the better?
Mary notes that change is stressful
and this must first be acknowledged;
otherwise, civic leaders may waste time
blaming others for city problems or
retreating from problems by subjecting
them to repeated “technical assess-
ments”—continually studying problems

rather than acting to really change them.

To effect change, we need to manage the
stress that change causes; at the same
time, we need to educate the community
as to the value of the proposed changes.

Mary makes concrete suggestions to
city leaders:

* Pay attention to the process rather
than the resuls, i.e., avoid being
overwhelmed by the goal and let
incremental changes take place;

o Establish a temporary table of
power, i.e., open up the leadership
to new voices and positions;

e Import ideas; don’t hesitate to
replace long-cherished but ineffec-
tive ideas with policies that have
worked elsewhere.

Hiring famous personalities to “sell”
civic improvements by declaring that
since they like it, others should also like
it (and be willing to pay for it) is not
effective. Civic leaders should realize
that “no matter how wonderful your

Studies Find New Roads Don’t Help

We reprint the following article by Chuck Beretz that appeared in the Spring

1998 issue of American Farmland:

Do new roads really reduce traffic congestion longer-term? A major study
by the British government concluded they do not. As a result the government
cancelled more than seventy road construction projects.

Last year a U.S. study added to the growing body of evidence that build-
ing new roads to ameliorate traffic on this side of the Atlantic will not do
the job. The study, “Road Supply and Traffic in California Urban Areas,”
determined that every ten percent increase in road capacity was followed
by a nine percent increase in traffic volume within a five-year period. The
study can be found in Transportation Research (Vol. 314, No. 3, 1997,
pp. 205-218), a leading journal in the field.

downtown plan, you need to communi-
cate how this plan will benefit the
citizens.”

Bonnie J. Wilkinson

Bonnie J. Wilkinson, historical
architect with the Bureau for Historic
Preservation of the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission,
spoke at the second breakfast meeting
on June 3. She discussed how to struc-
ture commercial rehabilitation projects
to qualify for the Rehabilitation
Investment Tax Credit Program.

Roberta Brandes Gratz

On the morning of October 7, Roberta
Brandes Gratz will speak on why urban
centers have been allowed to decay and
what can be done to revitalize them.
Ms. Gratz is one of the most clear-eyed
and incisive urban critics writing in
America today. A community activist,
executive director of an historic restora-
tion project, and a former writer for the
New York Post, Ms. Gratz has written
two exceptional books: The Living City:
How America’s Cities Are Being
Revitalized by Thinking Small in a Big
Way (1989, revised 1994) and Cisies
Back from the Edge, New Life for
Downtown (1998). Both books include
sections on Pittsburgh.

THE SOCIETY FOR
THE PRESERVATION OF

THE
DUQUESNE INCLINE

Dedicated to the preservation of
that which cannot be replaced

For a membership
please phone 381-1665
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The Courthouse: A Progress Report

Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr.

Editor’s Note: Arthur, president of the
Piitsburgh History ¢& Landmarks
Foundation, is chairman of the
Allegheny County Courthouse
Restoration Committee, recently
renamed the County Historic
Properties Advisory Committee.

In our Clty of significant archi-
tecture, the buildings that command an
international reputation, the “architec-
tural lions of Pittsburgh” as the late
James D. Van Trump called them, are
the Allegheny County Courthouse and
Jail by H. H. Richardson.

Richardson won the competition of
1883 because of the simple rationality of
his plan, whose details led directly to the
picturesque features of his compositions.
Yet his forceful use of the textures and
crisp detailing of granite, different in
each of the two buildings, have been
especially impressive to the public. In
our County Buildings, Richardson came
closest to the overall coherence, with
decorative work subordinated but not
suppressed, toward which he seems to
have been working.

The County Buildings, together with
“Fallingwater,” are those that people
associate most with Pittsburgh, and
people come from many nations to visit
them. Unhappily, the Courthouse is not
in the best condition, though the County
has through the years maintained the
exteriors of both buildings reasonably
well.

The Jail, long to be visited only under
special circumstances, is going to be
renovated as a family court building,
and care will be taken to preserve the
exterior and to create a museum for
the public just inside the main door.
There will also be a public park in the
courtyard.

The Courthouse itself has been
another matter. Over a decade ago, the
Commissioners appointed a committee
to provide advice to the County on the
restoration of the building and its main-
tenance, and the committee advised
about the roof repair and pointing of
some of the masonry. Several years ago
the murals in the front hall were
restored under the auspices of the com-
mittee, a new directory was installed in
the lobby (the old one listed judges who
had been dead between eight and seven-
teen years), and the County Records
Bureau removed stacks of poorly stored
records in the attic of the building and
put them in good order in a building on
the North Side.

A fine example was established by the
renovation of courtroom 321, used by
Judge Raymond Novak, under the care
of UDA Architects. That was followed
by an effort on Judge Novak’s part to
restore his chambers, which he did with
great sensitivity, establishing a fine
model for the other court-related offices.

Otherwise, lack of progress has been
frustrating. The committee tried in vain
to save the tree planters around the
building as well as the trees that had
grown four stories high in the courtyard
park. Unfortunately, those trees were cut
to the ground, though new ones have
been planted. The committee was suc-
cessful, however, in its recommendation
to remove a home-made metal vestibule
that intruded into the courtyard park.
Now we are pleased to report that the
current three Commissioners are united

in their desire to have the building look
its finest; they have asked the committee
to begin an intensive review.

Entering the Courthouse today is a
depressing experience. The ground floor,
originally the basement, is the first expe-
rience of visitors: it sends a message of
indifference and deterioration. It is
poorly lighted, with dingy walls, and
serves as a storeroom for benches in the
winter. Fortunately, a priority of the
committee is to enhance the first-floor
area. In fact, last year the committee
approved alternative lighting for the
ground floor, though selection has not
been implemented.

On the upper floors, the committee is
addressing signage. All kinds of signs
are pasted on the walls, hung from vari-
ous fixtures, and stenciled on doors with
no quality control and frequently with
inappropriate graphics. Over the years,
ceilings have been dropped in hallways
and offices, and areas have been re-
lighted with tube fluorescent fixtures
and painted colors that H. H.
Richardson did not use. (Landmarks is
now trying to determine the original
colors of the hallways so that they can
be specified in repainting.) Vending
machines have been installed in the hall-
ways with their bright lights, but no

waste receptacles have been added, and
corridor window sills and floors are
lined with empty cans and other litter.

Inappropriate fenestration has at
times been installed, visible from the
exterior and the interior, and major
public rooms such as the Gold Room
and meeting rooms have been reduced
to the nondescript, through dropped
ceilings and uninspired color treatment,
lighting, and carpeting.

We are fortunate that we have three
Commissioners deeply committed to the
restoration of the Courthouse, and a
committee of County, private, and preser-
vation representatives who volunteer
their time to assist the Commissioners
and to guide the County agencies and
skilled crews. We have recommended to
the Commissioners that all work on the
building be approved by the committee
for appropriateness. Landmarks is
underwriting some of the research costs,
and the County trades are more alert to
restoration versus remodeling.

A new effort is now underway to
bring visitors to Pittsburgh to see the
splendid collection of historic architec-
ture that we possess. But if we are going
to do so, we must make our foremost
landmark a statement of our commit-
ment to preserve and restore our major
buildings.

Grant Street could be an architectural
magnet; the private historic buildings
are in excellent condition. The experi-
ence of walking through the Frick
Building, Union Trust Building, William
Penn Hotel, and Koppers Building is
nspiring; the Courthouse should offer
the best of all.

Richardson’s Jail
Open for Public
Tours

The Allegheny County Commis-
sioners, the Deputy Warden of
the County Jail, and the
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation have developed
weekend walking tours of H. H.
Richardson’s Jail, Saturday
mornings and Sunday after-
noons, beginning in August. Call
Cathy Broucek at (1-412) 471-
5808 for further details.

From left to right: a painter from the County; Arthur Ziegler; Sam Taylor,

principal architect for Allegheny County; and Tom Keffer, Landmarks’ super-

intendent of property maintenance, examine paint scrapings to ascertain the

original colors of the hallways in the Courthouse.

Pitsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation
and
Hometowne Treasures

present

John Chislett’s

Burke’s Building

Dimensions: 5.5" x 5"x 4"

The second in the
Pittsburgh Treasures
series of handmade
replicas of historic
Pittsburgh structures.
Created by Pittsburgh
artists, each limited-
edition piece comes with a
certificate of authenticity
and an historical narrative
from the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks

Foundation.

Call (1-412) 749-1167
to place an order, or stop
by The Landmarks Store,

now located in the

1906 trolley railcar in

Bessemer Court

at Station Square.

Courthouse Model

The Allegheny County
Courthouse is still
available and a portion of
the proceeds goes toward
the restoration of the

Courthouse.
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Landmarks’ and
Preservation
Pennsylvania’s
Complaints
Being Heard by

Legislature

The “BEC” (Basic Education
Circular) Guidelines of the
Pennsylvania Department of
Education are becoming a focus of
attention not only in the preserva-
tion community but also in the State
Legislature. The guidelines favor
the abandonment of historic neigh-
borhood schools across the
Commonwealth and the develop-
ment of new schools with acres of
land around them. We reported on
the guidelines in the March 1998
issue of PHLF News.

At the statewide conference of
Preservation Pennsylvania in early
May, executive director Caroline
Boyce presented changes for the
BEC Guidelines that the preserva-
tion community recommended to
give historic neighborhood schools
fair treatment by the Department.
Currently, the Department denies
funding reimbursement to commu-

nities that try to restore such
schools but fail 1o meet the BEC
requirements. Such a policy not
only causes the older school build-
ings to be abandoned, but also adds
millions of dollars in costs to the
taxpayers. More than 100 people
attending the conference signed the
recommendations proposed by
Preservation Pennsylvania.

They were then forwarded to

the Department of Education and

to the Governor’s office.

Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr., president
of Landmarks, said, “We now know
why so many schools look like
Wal-Mart, are built of materials like
Wal-Mart, have acres of empty land
around them like Wal-Mart, and
require a vehicle to access them like
Wal-Mare.”

Several legislators were in the
audience. At the end of the meeting,
Representative David G. Argall,
chairman of the Joint Conservation
Committee, proposed to hold
hearings on the issue to have the
Department explain its pro-
abandonment stance and to invite
citizens and school directors to indi-
cate the hardships and costs the
BEC has caused. The Senate and
House Education Commitieces
offered to co-sponsor these hear-
ings. The first hearing was held
on Monday, June 29, 1998 in
Harrisburg. A second hearing
was held in the western part of
Pennsylvania in late summer.

Preservation Pennsylvania
released its annual listing of Penn-
sylvania’s most endangered historic
resources in June. The list focused
exclusively on schools, thus mark-
ing the first time the “Pennsylvania
at Risk” historic resource listing
has had a single focus.

Prospect School, 1931 and 1936, James T. and
Marion M. Steen, architecis. Prospect near Southern
Avenues. A Moderne school that dominates much of the

Mount Washington skyline.

PITTSBURGH

Walter C. Kidney

Now and then, Pittsburgh’s educators
enthroned a school on a hilltop or a
lofty ledge, and one would like to
believe that they were making a state-
ment. In Istanbul, such a site would be
reserved for an imperial mosque, and in
an American county seat, in hilly coun-
try, it might boost the courthouse dome
or tower still higher. A temptation, then,
to see this siting of a school as an exal-
tation of free public education, a chance
offered to every bright and determined
person to gain knowledge and get
ahead. This interpretation of the siting
would be particularly plausible in the
case of those open, rational, yet gra-
ciously dressed schools of earlier in the
twentieth century, places like Prospect
School or South Hills High School,
where the big sliding window sashes
have something of the factory, objective
and methodical, about them.

Older schools on the heights—Beltz-
hoover or Fort Pitt come to mind—are
dramatic with their towers to be sure,
but are more secretive, more repressive,
and survive to us from a time when the
school seems to have commanded less
respect as an architectural problem.
Something seems to have happened
around 1895, then happened further

Beltzhoover School, 1905 and 1909, W. J. Shaw and

far away. The tower may have been the last locally to
be built for a bell. A heavy design.

Langley High School, designed c. 1915, built 1923, 1927, MacClure & Spahr,
architects. Sheraden Boulevard and Chartiers Avenue. Here is a lingering trace
of Late Victorian picturesqueness, with a quasi-tower at a prominent corner and
hints at buttressing and crenelation. But the plan shows spaces neatly aligned
beside a straight broad corridor, with no vagaries of fancy or accidents of time.
The tower is hardly in evidence on the plan.

Below: South Hills High School, 1916-24, Alden & Harlow, architects. Ruth and
Eureka Streets. The Gothic style, with its academic associations, is startlingly
Juxtaposed with modern fenestration of the pre-air conditioning period. The
school sits in a lap, so to speak, on the south side of Mount Washington.
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Thomas Lloyd, architects. A hillside school, visible from
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Schenley High School in Oakland, 1916, Edward Stotz, architect. A mixture of

applied dignity and modular order.

around 1910. A harsh Victorian box
with a belfry on top was no longer
inevitable. Proportions became more
relaxed, brick was not always hard and
raw red, ornament began to bloom.
Windows became, not slots in the
enclosing masonry but distinct areas of
the enclosure, sliding sashes welcoming
light and air. Gothic and Georgian,
lightly applied, softened the rational
scheme, but so sometimes did a Chicago
School liberty of detailing that made
the public school a tempting genre.
The Moderne came in the 1930s
through the Board of Education archi-
tect Marion M. Steen, and the progres-
sive style, in numerous variations,
became the official one.

The schools shown here have grown
old. As with City and County bridges,
the best date from a Golden Age of
building in the 1910s, *20s, and *30s.
Landmarks entered most of these
schools in a National Register Thematic
Nomination in 1986, and more recently
has proposed forty-three present and
former Pittsburgh public schools as a
Scattered-site City Historic District.

Schiller School, 1939, Marion M. Steen
and Edward J. Weber(?), architects.
Peralta and Wettach Streets, East
Deutschtown. The design, with its

chevron-like forms that suggest Gothic
arches, seems to derive from German

Expressionism of the 1920s.

Below: Greenfield School, designed
c.1916, built 1922-23, Kiehnel & Elliott,
architects. Alger Street near Greenfield
Avenue. The daunting main doorframe
looks original, but other details show
intelligent attention to the Chicago
Prairie School.

RE: Public Schools

Dilworth School, 1915, Vrydaugh &
Wolfe, architects. Collins Street and
Stanton Avenue in East Liberty. Here,
@ deep, rich red face brick is set off
with dark cream terra cotia that refers
to no specific precedent except the
tentative Modernism that was in the
air at the beginning of the century.

Concord School in Carrick, 1939,
Marion M. Steen, architect.
Brownsville Road and Biscayne Drive.
Mellow brick, a litile simple brick
ornament, and well-proportioned
fenestration and overall massing are
all this Neo-Georgian school required
to look good.

Morse School, 1874, T. D. Evans,
architect. Sarah and South
Twenty-fifth Streets, South Side.

A Mid-Victorian schoolhouse, heavy
and enclosing. Now part of Morse
Gardens, an apartment group.

Lemington School, 1937, Marion M.
Steen and Edward J. Weber(?), archi-
tects. 7060 Lemington Avenue. This is
a brilliantly colorful front thanks to
extensive, highly ornamenied areas of
terra cotta.

Photo by William Rydberg, PHOTON

Fort Pitt School, 1905 and 1920,
Charles H. Bartberger, architect. 5101
Hillcrest Street, Garfield. A hilliop
schoolhouse, still heavy in effect but
with grouped windows giving a more
open character.

Rydberg, PHOTON

Rogers School, c. 1915, Janssen &
Abbott, architects. 5525 Columbo
Street in Garfield. This brown brick
school is almost undetailed, and relies
on proportion for its good effect.

Photo by William Rydberg, PHOTON

L]

St. Augustine’s in Lawrenceville,
above and below.

Photos
Record
Parochial

School

Demolitions

hen a school is demolllshed, a

vessel of memories cease to
exist. These demolitions happen to be
of parochial schools: Lawrenceville
Catholic, or St. Augustine’s, of 1888,
reduced to a single arch; St. Joseph’s,
a Frederick Sauer building of 1897 in
Bloomfield, with its upstairs audito-

rium laid open.

St. Joseph’s School in Bloomfield.

Photos by Mike May
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Kevin McCartan

The third in a series of
community profiles

Kevin McCartan,
executive director
of PHASE, speaks
passionately about
construction,
restoration, and
affordable housing.
' - When describing
the projects PHASE would like to
embark upon next, Kevin speaks of
restoring the historic John Brashear
mansion, the brownstones on
the Mexican War Streets, and a
Carpenter Gothic house on Wilson
Avenue with gingerbread details still
intact. The descriptive quality of
Kevin’s speech belies the fact that he
is blind.

Kevin McCartan and his brother
used to own and operate a successful
construction business. In 1980, how-
ever, the diabetes that had plagued
Kevin since his youth destroyed his
eyesight. Significant life changes had
to be made. The McCartans closed
the construction business, and Kevin
began learning to adapt to life with-
out sight. Kevin jokes that with the
callous fingertips of a contractor
and guitar player, he could never
learn to read by using six braille dots.
Fortunately for Kevin, the age of
computers and voice synthesis gives
him a way to communicate and
operate in the business world.

In spite of his significant change in
circumstances, 1980 was also the
year Kevin helped to establish the
Perry Hilltop Association for
Successful Enterprise (subsequently
renamed PHASE). Its mission is to
encourage economic revitalization of
North Side neighborhoods, including
Perry Hilltop, Fineview, and the
Central North Side by the acquisition
and renovation of commercial and
residential real estate. Kevin used his
construction business background to
make PHASE a composite organiza-
tion: half community development
group, half construction company.
This diversity allows the organization
not only to identify homes in need of
restoration but also to restore them.
“Being a construction company,”
Kevin points out, “allows PHASE to
control costs and also furthers our
community development mission by
employing young people who are
trained and mentored by us in the
construction trades.”

Although creating affordable hous-
ing is the primary mission of PHASE,
Kevin believes that the housing must
also be energy-efficient. In 1997,
PHASE embarked on a long-term
endeavor to create the Brashear
Housing Education Center in the
laboratory/factory of John Brashear,
a famous Pittsburgh telescope maker
and renowned astronomer. At the
old lens factory, PHASE has built a
facility that is capable of constructing
panels, to be used in new construction,
that provide additional cost reduc-
tion and increased energy efficiency.
“This is the wave of the future in
new construction,” Kevin says.

According to Kevin, “quality hous-
ing in affordable housing” was his
goal when he was a contractor and has
become his driving mission at PHASE.

PRESERVATION LOAN FUND

Landmarks became involved in the restoration of the Bennett Street row houses

because of its continuing technical assistance to the Homewood-Brushton

Revitalization and Development Corporation during the past four years.

New Porches for
Homewood Row Houses

Bennett Street is one of the primary
thoroughfares in Homewood. At its
intersection with North Murtland,
two-story row houses exist on both
sides. On one side of the street the
buildings are of red brick, on the other
side of yellow. All are joined by simple
but elegant wooden entrance porches
and are crowned by friezes of unique
brickwork. The Bennett/North
Murtland buildings, together with
similar ones on the adjacent Fleury Way,
contain nineteen residential units in all,
owned by the Homewood-Brushton
Revitalization and Development
Corporation (HBRDC).

Unfortunately these homes were in
disrepair. Landmarks agreed to join
the Urban Redevelopment Authority,
National City Bank, and the Pittsburgh
Partnership for Neighborhood
Development to ensure that the nineteen
units were rehabilitated and the porches
either restored or reconstructed to

Backyards of Bennett Street row houses.

T -
Bennett Street row houses, prior to
porch restoration.

match their original design. This
requirement increased costs, but all
funders and the HBRDC agreed that the
porches were an essential ingredient of
the historic row houses.

In all, Landmarks has committed
$99,900 in construction financing for
the Bennett/Fleury restoration. If
construction remains on schedule, all
tenants will have improved units and
new porches by the end of August.
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Residential Resources

On February 25, 1998, Landmarks
made its first loan in the newly desig-
nated Deutschtown Historic District.
Landmarks’ $50,000 loan was extended
to Residential Resources for facade
renovations to three houses located at
513, 515, and 517 Lockhart Street.
Landmarks worked in conjunction with
the East Allegheny Community Council,
Inc. and the City’s Historic Review
Commission on the renovation plan.
The masonry on the three contiguous
buildings—currently painted a loud
brick red—will be cleaned and repointed
to expose the original brick; the deterio-
rated window brackets and roof trim
will be custom-reproduced to match

the original architectural elements; and
appropriate doors and light fixtures

will be added. Significant interior reno-
vations are planned as well.

The Lockhart Street loan represents
Landmarks’ third loan to Residential
Resources, which renovates buildings
for use either by families with physically
or mentally challenged family members,
or by challenged individuals needing an
assisted-living environment. Residential
Resources’ significant investment and
willing attention to exterior details will
improve the aesthetics of Lockhart
Street and contribute to the Deutschtown
Historic District.

Restoration of Calvary
United Methodist Church
Continues

In the mid 1990s, the Allegheny Historic
Preservation Society began its restora-
tion of the Calvary United Methodist
Church, of 1895. At that time,
Landmarks extended a $55,000 bridge
loan to the Society to help finance the
cleaning of the sandstone facade and
spires. On March 18 of this year,
Landmarks extended another bridge
loan to the Society in the amount of
$93,000. Landmarks’ current loan has
enabled the Society to plan its forth-
coming restoration project, and seek
additional funding support. The elabo-
rately designed Gothic church is located
at Allegheny and Beech Avenues in the
Allegheny West Historic District and is
known, among other things, for its
Tiffany windows.

Conservation Consultants
Expands Headquarters

Conservation Consultants, Inc. (CCl) 1s
a non-profit organization providing a
broad range of environmental, energy
conservation, and lead-paint remedia-
tion services to the public. Since 1993 it
has been located on Pittsburgh’s South
Side on Fourteenth Street in a hand-
some, three-story, yellow brick building
erected in 1910.
CCI’s exist-
ing building
needed repair,
and the orga-
nization was
expanding its
operations.
Consequently,
it embarked
upon an
aggressive ren-
ovation and
construction
plan to reno-
vate the his-
toric building
and build a 12,000-square-foot addi-
tion. The finished building will be
known as the CCI Center. It will be out-
fitted with solar panels, recycling chutes,
and other “green” building systems. TAI
+ LEE architects served as the project’s
architect and Clearview Project Services
Company was the contractor. To assist
CCI with its development, the
Preservation Loan Fund extended a
$150,000 loan to the organization.
Although renovations and new
construction are not yet complete,
three groups with related missions
including the Pennsylvania Resource
Council, Green Building Alliance, and
CLEARCorp. have moved into the
CCI Center, creating a one-stop shop
for environmental and energy
conservation assistance.




PHLF News

. August 1998

Page 9

A Majestic

Restoration

Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr.

A remarkable event is taking place in
Braddock. Work has been under way for
several years on restoring the historic
Braddock Library, the first library
opened in the United States by Andrew
Carnegie. The exterior is now being
cleaned and the roof is being recovered
in red tile to match the original.

To see the library undergoing such a
magnificent restoration is inspiring to
the entire community and to all of us.
Unfortunately, the business area and
portions of the residential area below
the library are looking forsaken today,
and many buildings have been demol-
ished in recent months. Braddock has
suffered a great deal, and people long
thought the library could not continue.
Its endowment had been transferred to
the Homestead Library, and USX elimi-
nated its annual subsidy.

Built originally in 1888 and designed
by William Halsey Wood with additions
by Longfellow, Alden & Harlow, the
library served as a full community
center. After the 1894 addition, the
library was not only a place of study but
also a theater, a workingman’s club, a

The restoration
of Braddeck

Library reminds me
of a great cathedral
restoration in
Europe.

—Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr.

gymnasium, and a bath house, compen-
sating for the shortcomings of the
community elsewhere. The library
section by Wood is distinctive in its
swelling bay windows and its crisp,
elaborate decorative carving that the
cleaning of the sandstone has made
readable once more. The 1894 portion,
centering on the theater, is externally of
a tasteful, conventional Richardson
Romanesque.

Progress in the music hall this spring.

In the 1970s, various efforts were
made by government to revive the build-
ing for new uses. At one point the
Model Cities program contracted with
Landmarks to develop a plan for using
the building for public-service agencies,
both government and non-profit.
Although Landmarks completed the
planning, no implementation was ever
carried out, and the Model Cities
program was terminated by the Federal
government.

Then, on a cold winter day in 1987,
we asked Richard Scaife and Joanne
Beyer of the Allegheny Foundation to
visit the library. We found one room
open, heated with a kerosene heater and
staffed by volunteers. People were there
immersed in books and youngsters were
utilizing a children’s section. The
Allegheny Foundation gave a grant to
begin the restoration program, and the
library contracted with Landmarks
Design Associates, Architects, to begin
to develop a restoration plan.

Through the years the leaders of a
number of Pittsburgh’s foundations have
been moved by the tremendous citizen
use and commitment to this building
and have contributed to the restoration
effort. Cleaning of the building, restora-

The Blockhouse in 1893.
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tion of the roof, and painting of the
music hall are being funded by the
Allegheny Foundation and the Heinz
Endowments, the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission’s
Keystone Historic Preservation
Program, Eden Hall Foundation,

the Steel Industry Heritage Corporation,
USX, the Braddock Rotary, and
individuals.

You will have an inspiring experience
if you travel down the main street of
Braddock and look up at this tremen-
dous work.

Braddock Library at Library Street and Parker Avenue.

Nascent Preservationism

How far back does historic preservation go? In Japan, the third-century Shinto shrine at Ise is
preserved, in a sense, because an exact copy takes up its function every twenty years.

We recall, vaguely, a Swedish landmark ordinance of the seventeenth century. In the United States,
in 1830, Oliver Wendell Holmes’ poem “Old Ironsides™ started a successful campaign to save the
historic frigate Constitution. In Pinsburgh, the first stirrings may have appeared in this note in
Fahnestock’s Pittsburgh Directory, for 1850:

Note to the Map ,

The mark on the Map of Pittshurgh, between Point street and Point alley, about forty-six feet west
of Point street, and about one hundred and twelve feet north of Penn street, indicates the position
of the Redoubt, built by Col. HENRY BOQUET in 1764; and is the only remaining monument of
British skill and labor, at the head of the Ohio.

To see this Redoubt, it is necessary to pass from Point street along a nine feet alley, called
Brewery alley, leading towards the Monongahela; and when at the distance of forty-six feet from
Point street, the Redoubt will be seen about eight feet north of the visiter. The Redoubt is that
square portion of the building, next to Brewery alley. The back portion of the building, which is
higher than the Redoubt, was built by TURNBULL, MARMIE & CO. in 1785, and was occupied
as a clwelling by WILLIAM TURNBULL, and afterwards by MAJOR ISAAC CRAIG.

"It is greatly to be desired, that it should be preserved and kept in repair.
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Thank You,

Conference
Sponsors

The 1998 National Town Meeting

on Main Street was presented by the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s National Main Street
Center and the Pisisburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation in association
with the South Side Local Developmeni
Company.

Major funding support was
provided by:

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.

Additional funding support was

provided by:

Bell Atlantic
City of Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania Brewing Company

Pennsylvania Downtown Center

in partnership with the Department
of Community & Economic
Development

Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission

Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership

In-kind contributions were
provided by:

Art Cohen & Co.

Mellon Bank

WQED Pittsburgh

Thank youfor ybur"support.’

Economic Impact

According to a report prepared by the
Greater Pittshurgh Convention & Visitors
Bureau, the 1,200 Main Street conferenc
participants spent just over $1 million

Pittsburgh during their stay, an dveld‘re of'

just over ‘ho()() per person.

Pittsburgh—and Landmarks—
Inspire Main Street Participants

Four sunny days in May provided an
ideal backdrop for the National Main
Street Center’s “National Town Meeting
on Main Street” in Pittsburgh.

About 1,200 participants from across
the United States attended the four-day
conference, May 17 through 20. The
agenda included an opening reception at
The Shops at Station Square; keynote
speeches in the Benedum Center for the
Performing Arts; educational sessions at
the Westin William Penn Hotel; tours to
“Fallingwater,” Kennywood, and many
of Pittsburgh’s historic neighbor-
hoods; and a closing party at
Metropol in the Strip District. At

the closing session, National
Main Street director Kennedy

Lawson Smith wondered “how

an event so energizing can be so

exhausting!”

Richard Moe, president of the
National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, reminded conference participants
that “we are here because the Trust
is so enormously proud of the work
Main Street is doing.”

Main Street programs help revitalize
neighborhoods, stimulate small-business
development, and emphasize the impor-
tance of “place” in the life of a city.
They are most often accomplished
through grassroots leadership and team-
work. East Carson Street on the South
Side has participated in the National
Trust’s Main Street program since 1985.

According to the 1997 National
Reinvestment Statistics prepared by the
National Main Street Center, there are
1,392 communities participating in the
Main Street program nationwide. As a
result, $8.6 billion has been reinvested
in physical improvements, representing
an average investment of $6,174,000
per community; 43,800 net new busi-
nesses have been created through
December 31, 1997, resulting in
161,600 net new jobs; 48,800 building
rehabilitation projects were undertaken;
and about $35 of new investment
occurred for every dollar a participating
community spent to support the opera-

tion of its Main Street program.

. Samuel A. McCullough, secretary
f the Department of Community

* and Economic Development of the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, was
enthusiastically applauded when he
announced that Governor Ridge had
given a line-item budget for Main Street
with a base commitment of $3.1 million.

The opening reception in The Shops at Station Square (above and below).

Noticing the opportunity that the
conference presented for Landmarks
and Pittsburgh, Arthur P. Ziegler, Jt.,
president of Landmarks, encouraged the
1,200 “unpaid consultants” to look
around Pittsburgh and give us advice.

In fact, many of them did just that.

The following excerpts are from Patricia
Lowry’s article of May 21, 1998, that
appeared in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazeite:

In Praise of Pittsburgh

Stan Ruchlewicz, city planning director,
Havre de Grace, Maryland:

I think it’s a real interesting place. I
did a lot of walking, to the Strip, Oakland,
South Side and Downtown. There was
something neat in each area. The food’s
great, the people are friendly. . . .

Play up the uniqueness of the neigh-
borhoods. Everybody knows Pittsburgh
cleaned up its act, but it’s the unique
things and the entertainment in the
neighborhoods that give Pittsburgh its
diversity.

Sherrie Haehl, small business owner,
Shelbyville, Indiana:

You have so much here. You have
these great little neighborboods.

At home, we have big cities around our
big cities; the city and suburbs bave
grown together. . .

But our Downtown businesses are
open Saturday evenings and Sundays,
and yours aren’t. And you don’t have
any movie theaters Downtown. '
That’s terrible.

Rojean Evans, staff member, National
Main Street Center, who lives in '
Portland, Oregon, and teaches at Main
Street programs. around the ¢ country:

. The thmg that attracts me the

most is the people They have a kind of

 tively used to market the czty

I like Downtown’s orientation on the
Point, and the narrow streets that make
you need to bump into people, which
is good.

Pittsburgh should promote its work-
ing man’s town background. It has a
certain earthiness that is the foundation
of America. It’s something you should
be proud of. If I were [in charge of] a
visitors’ center, that’s what I would
sell—the neighborhoods and historic
buildings.

Cindy Stone, coordinator of Maryland’s
Main Street program, who lives in
Annapolis, Maryland:

I didn’t know what to expect, but
Pittsburgh bas all the things that
San Francisco, Boston and Baltimore
bave. . . . Pittsburgh needs to do more
marketing, and the bistorical things
need to be packaged betier.

Richard Good, city planner, Chicago,
Winois:

. I find your Downtown very
accessible and livable, and am very
impressed with mass transit, how clean
the subway is.

Mike Hahn, Main Street manager,
Waterloo, Iowa:

. Negatives? We drove up to
Aliguippa and there’s a lot of urban
sprawl between here and there. I think
Pittsburgh needs to learn what urban
sprawl can do to a community. If you
continue to sprawl, you're going to lose
your way of life to the automobile.

L was very surprised at the amount of
historic architecture and the architec-
tural beauty within the area. You have
lot of treasures and they can be effec~
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In Praise of the Conference
and Landmarks

We are pleased to reprint the following
excerpts from various letters we have
received:

Dear Arthus,

... I have long admired all that I bad
heard and read about your work in
Pittsburgh. I had high expectations, and
came away greatly impressed by your
accomplishments and, of course, want-
ing to see and know more. . . .

Nancy N. Campbell
Chairman of the Board,

National Trust for
Historic Preservation

Howard B. Slaughter, Jr., director of
Preservation Services (shown here),

Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr., president, and
Louise Sturgess, executive director,
spoke at the Main Street Conference.
They addressed neighborhood revital-
ization, main street development, and
education, respectively.

Howard encouraged participants
to “think outside the box” when
developing neighborhood initiatives,

a creative concept that was affirmed
at Harvard University’s Kennedy
School of Government. (Please see

page 4.)

Dear Arthur,

Iam so pleased to pass on to you the
virtual chorus of praise we have heard
about the Pittsburgh conference since
our return. Both on-site and through
conference evaluation comments, people
have described Pittsburgh as a beautiful
surprise, an ideal venue for our gather-
ing, and a great city with “real” neigh-
borboods that work. Most of all, people
have recognized what a truly outstand-
ing host you and the Pittsburgh History
& Landmarks Foundation bave been.
And to that, I might add “great partner”
as well.

I have never had the pleasure to work
with a more dynamic, sincere, and
professional conference partner than
your organization. You have set a new
standard of performance for both us
and our future local conference
partners. . ..

Doug Loescher
Assistant Director,
National Main Street Center

Dear Ms. Broucek,

... In this visit, I met many people
who play [an] active part in community
development. Participation [in the]
National Main Street Conference really
stimulated me and the materials were
also very valuable. . . .

Hiroaki Mori
Fukuoka, Japan

... Thank you for making National
Town Meeting 1998 a roaring success.

Nancy Carmichael
Main Street Corning, lowa

. .. Both the tours and the sessions
were informative. You have a beautiful
city.

Nancy Lowe
Main Street Arkansas

Landmarks
Awards

Conference
Scholarships

Eight leaders from local neighbor-
hood organizations were able to
attend the National Town Meeting
on Main Street thanks to scholar-
ships offered by the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation.
The scholarship recipients were:

Edward B. Brandt
Northside Leadership

Conference

Barbara Burns and
Randy Strothman

East Allegheny Community
Council

Donald M. Carlson and
Tom Tripoli
South Side Business Alliance

Becky Mingo
Friendship Development
Associates

Joann Monroe

Garfield Jubilee Association, Inc.

Robert Stephany
Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation

We are pleased to reprint Robert
Stephany’s letter:

Dear Howard:

I just wanted to drop you a note
to thank you for the scholarship to
attend this year’s National Town
Meeting on Main Street.

All of the sessions I attended were
very informative and helpful. The
one on “Creating an Arts District”
was particularly inspirational for
me in how it related to the things we
are doing to revitalize Garfield’s
Penn Avenue.

Again, thank you, and congratu-
lations to you and your staff for
pulling off a great event!

Robert Stephany

Development Coordinator,

Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation
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Joann Monroe, executive
director of the Garfield Jubilee
Association, Inc., was one of
eight neighborhood leaders who
attended the conference through
Landmarks’ scholarship
program.




Page 12

PHLF News

. August 1998

PRESERVATION SCENE

New Life for the
Mamaux Building

In April of 1995, the A. Mamaux &
Sons Building, located at 123 First
Avenue in Pittsburgh, was threatened
with demolition in favor of a parking
lot. Today, it appears that this three-
story commercial building, built in 1865
and one of the few remaining down-
town buildings from the Civil War era,
is to be restored.

John Baranowski recently purchased
the Mamaux Building from Melinda
Beard who was instrumental in saving
the building and having it designated
as a City Historic Landmark. Mr.
Baranowski is completely restoring the
First Avenue facade which is a red brick

Mid-Victorian Baroque structure with
eight arched windows decorated with
cast iron trim.
e The facade
facing the
Boulevard of the
Allies is the more
visible of the
building’s ewo
facades and

was once a

fire station.
Unfortunately, it
presently is a
rather plain 1930-period facade in poor
physical condition. Therefore, the new
owner has received approval from the
City’s Historic Review Commission
(HRC) to install a new Boulevard
facade that will replicate the one on
First Avenue and, according to

Mr. Baranowski, unify the building.
HRC member Eloise Hirsh stated that
she felt that having the 1865 facade on
the Boulevard of the Allies would
improve the streetscape and underscore
to the public the historic importance of
this building. Unfortunately, although
Street Face grant funds are available

for downtown facade restorations,

the URA has turned down a grant
request because it is a “single” building.
However, the URA did provide a
construction loan.

While testifying for the historic
designation of the Mamaux Building in
1995, Landmarks’ Walter Kidney said,
“The Mamaux Building helps define an
historic street, a narrow route between
buildings in a part of town that is losing
character and, for that matter, coherence,
all in favor of the accommodation of
automobiles.” Mr. Baranowski and his
contractor, Smith Baron, Inc., have
begun renovations and hope to com-
plete work by October.

One of Our
Wandering Ladies

Since the demolition of the Fourth
Avenue Post Office in 1966, the so-
called Ladies of Stone, the pediment
sculptures of 1891 by Eugenio Pedon,
have wandered the area, settling here
or there for a few years, then moving
on. Our bus tour participants will be
familiar with the pair outside the
parking garage at Station Square,
sporting their green wigs in the summer.
Another of the Ladies, once outside the
Edge Restaurant at the head of the
Monongahela Incline, has found a new
home on Mount Washington: the figure
of Enlightenment now stands outside
the Rite Aid store at Virginia Avenue
and Kearsarge Street.

Besides the Statue . . .

Besides the statue, there is a story to the
Mount Washington Rite Aid itself.
There appears to be a uniform corpo-
rate design that is imposed on every
location, regardless of its nature and
appearance, rather like a colonial fort
designed in the far-away capital of the
empire.

Citizen debate at Mount Washington
Community Development Corporation
(MWCDC) meetings led eventually to
a more harmonious facade solution
though the massing implies the standard
plan. Virginia Avenue is a disunified
street at this point—houses converted to
commerce, houses that remain houses,
and outright commercial buildings,
but—with the exception of a Foodland—
neither the buildings nor the parking
areas are egregious. The red-brick Rite
Aid facing is in general keeping with
nearby materials, and the statue helps
define the parking space.

The harmony created here was due to
the need for a zoning change to allow

A standard Rive Aid. This one happens
to be in Mt. Lebanon.

this type of building at this point.
MWCDC declared that it would oppose
the change unless the stock design were
abandoned for something more appro-
priate. Stephen Mosites, Jr., the devel-
oper, was willing to supply this, as were
the designers Lami Grubb Architects.

A few yards away a new Foodland is
expected, and good things are again
anticipated of its design.

Firchouse Lofts

Loft-type condominiums are suddenly
seen as viable real-estate ventures, and a
diminutive example of the genre is well
on the way on South Fourteenth Street,
a beautifully scaled little street on the
South Side. Number 49 was originally a
firehouse from the horse-and-steamer
days, say of 1900, probably by William
Y. Brady though no municipal plaque
remains to tell us. The developers are
Cityscape Properties, and the present-
day architect—whose hand is most
conspicuous in the old fire-engine
entrance—is John Martine. The ground
floor is to be the Firehouse Studio,
selling crafts and architectural salvage.
Upstairs are two two-level condomin-
iums, one facing westward of 1,200
square feet, one eastward, 1,000 square
feet. Original and salvaged woodwork
are being blended. For inquiries: call
Joe Ranni at (1-724) 443-3960.

Detail by John Martine.

Photo by William Rydberg, PIIOTON

Photo by William Rydberg, PHOTON

Church Adaptive Use

The former church of St. Francis de
Sales, prominently sited on Chartiers
Avenue in McKees Rocks, has been
bought by developer Gary Bianchin,
along with three parish buildings.
Stripped of imagery, the church will
become a banquet hall seating 400.

A school and a rectory will be leased,
with the rectory serving for the offices
of St. John of God Parish, while a
convent building will be a personal-care
home for the elderly.

Operation Red

On March 26, Operation Red began in
the city of Pittsburgh; the City began
posting glaring red-and-white signs in
front of properties where neglect has
resulted in serious violations of building
codes. Use of such signs has proven
successful in Wilkinsburg as a means of
shaming owners into compliance. There
are two evident drawbacks, though, to
what seems a good practice: first, the
chance of injustice to those who cannot
afford to repair and cannot sell at a
decent price; and second, the chance
that the owner may demolish something
of historic or aesthetic value just to
avoid the nuisance. The latter could
aggravate a delicate situation, and we
must be aware of the problem.

Mars Station Saved

The Borough Council at Mars, in Butler
County, has donated land to the Mars
Historical Society to restore its century-
old wooden railroad station. Landmarks
donated to the relocation and restora-
tion of this building.

Is Anything in Your
Neighborhood Eligible for an
Historic Landmark Plaque?

Buildings, structures, and districts may be
approved for an Historic Landmark Plaque if
all of the following conditions are met:

® they are remarkable pieces of architecture,
construction, or planning, or if they impart
arich sense of history;

* alterations, additions, or deterioration have
not substantially lessened their value in
the above respecis;

o they are at Jeast fifty years old;

¢ they are within Allegheny County.

If you own a building or know of a building
that fulfills these criteria, then consider
nominating it for an Historic Landmark
Plague. Call Cathy Broucek for details at
(1-412) 471-5808.
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Minnetonka Building

One of the pleasures of walking on
Walnut Street in Shadyside is the
opportunity to admire the Minnetonka
Building designed by Frederick G.
Scheibler, Jr. in 1908. It is a building
influenced by the contemporary
European avant-garde architecture of its
time, in particular, the work of Austrian
Joseph Olbrich and Scotsman Charles
Rennie Mackintosh. Photographs of
their buildings were published in the
leading architectural journals of the
day, and Scheibler probably saw the
Mackintosh designs exhibited at the
Pittsburgh Architectural Club
Exhibition in 1907. Passers-by will note
the large roses in the distinctive art glass
transom windows, quite possibly by
Rudy Brothers who often executed
Scheibler’s designs.

This is a special and important early
twentieth-century Pittsburgh building,
discussed in detail in Martin Aurand’s
The Progressive Architecture of
Frederick G. Scheibler, Jr. (University of
Pittsburgh Press 1994), pages 46 to 51.

Periodically we check on the condi-
tion of the building, which houses shops
on the ground floor and apartments
above. The hallways are still distin-
guished by white marble walls and
floors and art glass floral designs on
each apartment door. The colorful glass
mosaic tilework on the stair railing has
been poorly repaired in some places, the
wonderful art glass skylights support
visible debris, and until recently one of
the two art glass lighting fixtures
retained its original shade; now both
hallway lights are gone, replaced with
inappropriate fixtures.

A year or so ago we wrote to the
present owner of the building expressing
our concern about its condition. We
received no reply and now, with the loss
of the hallway lights, that condition
appears to have worsened.

Shouse House Demolished

In the last few issues of PHLF News we
have been reporting on the efforts of the
Crescent-Shousetown Area Historical
Association and Landmarks to save the
Shouse House of c. 1840 in Glenwillard.
Unfortunately, we now must report that
the house was demolished in May 1998.
The owner had no use for it and rejected
all the plans the Association and
Landmarks prepared for him.

Glenwillard was originally Shouse-
town, and Peter Shouse, a boat builder,
built a three-bay house for his family
with a chimney at one end. At a later
date, a five-bay addition with a chimney
at each end was added, reproducing the
original details. The porch that gave the
street front a nearly symmetrical appear-
ance might have been added later still.

The Shouse House was an historically
significant landmark in a small com-
munity near the county line. We regret
its loss.

The Inn at Willow Pond

A farmhouse of the 1860s in Lisbon, in
southeastern Ohio, has been renovated
as a bed-and-breakfast. Coloradans
Chuck and Bea Delpapa have furnished
it with folk art from Mexico and the
Southwest.
There are
excellent
restaurants
nearby, as
well as the
Leetonia
Arboretum
and historic coke ovens and canal
remains. For information: Inn at Willow
Pond, 41932 State Route 517, Lisbon,
OH 44432. Phone, (1-330) 424-4660;
fax (1-330) 424-4661. The Inn makes a
contribution to Landmarks if any of our
members stay at the bed-and-breakfast
and identify their affiliation.

Roebling
Marker
The

Pennsylvania
Historical and
Museum
Commission
recently cre-
ated one of its
cast-metal yel-
low-on-blue
markers at the
entrance to the
Smithfield
Street Bridge,
next to the
Landmarks
Building. This
is a worthy addition to the markers the
bridge has already collected. But it
malkes it look as if John Augustus
Roebling designed only two wire-cable
suspension bridges in Pittsburgh: the
Smithfield Street (1846) and the St. Clair
or Sixth Street (1859). Actually, the sec-
ond Pennsylvania Canal Aqueduct
(1845}, built across the Allegheny, was
also wire-cable suspension and designed
by Roebling.

Reminder of Dorothy Six

Dorothy Six, built in 1963, felled in
1988, was the most valiant single
gesture of the ferrous-metal industry in
this area: 297 feet high. But, when
closed down after its last campaign in
1984, it was estimated that it would
take $100 million to reline and other-
wise renew it. So down it came, and
Landmarks visitors saw men with
torches swarming over its toppled stack
and thought of sexton beetles on a felled
animal. All that was left ultimately was
a sign for the furnace that stayed in
private hands until this year. Now it is
in the State Museum of Pennsylvania; it
is to go into an exhibit on labor, open-
ing in 2001, in which among other
things the frustrated effort to save
Dorothy Six will be documented.

Bellevue Post Office

Recently new guidelines for the U.S.
Postal Service for relocating facilities
were issued; fortunately they called for
increased public participation in choice
and more attention to historical signifi-
cance. The Community Relations Guide
for U.S. Post Service Facilities Projects

JUST A BRIEF LOOK BACKWARD

Recently, a Light Rail rider may or may not have noticed the disappearance
of the B&O Station near the Monongahela River: one of Pittsburgh’s archi-
tectural non-events that no one surely will miss. The suggestion has been
made, though, that we recall on this occasion the previous station of 1887,
removed in the mid-1950s for the Parkway. This was a brick-and-iron
creation of the Philadelphia individualist Frank Furness, who did
quite a lot of railroad work. By the time it came down the
ironwork at the corner had been removed, and of course
Renaissance Pittsburgh was utterly out of sympathy
with a craggy, shaggy, paleotechnic Furnessian

shelter for smoke-belching locomotives.
Today, four decades later, some effort
would be made to save it.

, PHOTON

Photo by William Ryd

advocates considering expansion or
renovation of existing buildings before
looking toward new facilities and espe-
cially any new facilities that might be
relocated outside the existing main-
street areas of communities.

The Bellevue Post Office, while it is
not located in an architecturally signifi-
cant building, contributes, through its
location adjacent to California Avenue,
to the vitality of that main street.

Developed as a streetcar suburb in the
1920s, Bellevue has been fortunate to
maintain the businesses of its main
street. Bakeries, restaurants, hardware
stores, a pet store, movie theater, profes-
sional offices all still line the street, and
many are open in the evening. The Post
Office is a generator of both pedestrian
and vehicular traffic, and thereby
contributes to the economics of the
shopping area.

However, the Post Office is looking to
expand or relocate, and Landmarks has
recommended that any relocation be
made within the California/Lincoln
Avenue Main Street area. A former
Foodland is available on the main
street, and it has a parking lot and
loading docks should the Post Office
need such facilities. We noted in a letter
of February 26 to the Post Office
manager that the Bellevue Post Office
“contributes to the vitality of the
Bellevue area, and expansion and reno-
vation to a nearby relocation would be
the best course to follow. It would then
remain accessible for pedestrians, partic-
ularly the elderly who live in the area,
and also for those using public transit
or automobiles.”

Carnegie Comeback

Qur March newsletter carried a picture
of East Mall in Carnegie that failed to
portray the desolation of that place.
East Main Street, of which East Mall
was once a part, reveals an over indul-
gence in lamp posts but still is an attrac-
tive commercial street, seemingly
prosperous. On East Mall you have a
sense of grayness and desertion, and

the spacious pedestrian pavement shares
the forlornness, being cracked, sagging,
and desperately repaired with tar.

But now a $650,000 grant from the
State’s Communities of Opportunities
Program promises to help in reopening
the two-lane roadway, fixing sidewalks,
and improving storefronts. Work is to
start at the end of the summer.
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“Historic” Preservation: A Personal Attitude

Walter C. Kidney

Here, | am stating my own
feelings:

It is good that many of our older
buildings and districts have been
well maintained or restored, and
are still much as they were built.
Positive beauties from the past
remain, our communities retain
much of their familiar look, and
owners benefit we may hope from
not demolishing and rebuilding. (It
should be added, though, that old
work and new can be creatively
combined.)

We can readily admit that some
of what we build, we build as mon-
uments. We recall a person or
event, or express a sentiment, in
granite and bronze, sacrifice money
and thought to form something
solid that is vaguely intended to last
forever. We are ready for further
sacrifice to be sure that it does.

We can admit the existence of a
whole category of quasi-monu-
ments or “working” monuments,
that perform utilitarian tasks of
shelter but that did require, and wiil
continue to require, extra thought
and sacrifice because they symbol-
ize things meaningful to the public.
The provision of space is not all of
their function.

The above two categories of
buildings are carefully considered as
works of constructed art. We may
add a third vague class of places
that the public may see as worthy
of sacrifice to preserve: ones that,
over time, have been associated
with events and customs seen as
rich with history. Here, artistry is
nice but irrelevant.

But the scope of present-day
preservation goes beyond such cate-
gories, and much of it is aesthetic
rather than historic in nature. And
my belief is that we have seen so
much of such preservation not
because of the public significance of
the buildings to be saved, or
because of their beauty—they are
often very mediocre designs—or
even because of the economy of
saving the old shells, but because
there is so little to hope for in the
way of beauty in new construction,
and it has been that way for a half-
century. Look at almost anything,
large or small, constructed in and
around Pittsburgh from Gateway
Center on, and itemize the buildings
and public places, constructed from
scratch, with which you are truly
happy, that you really enjoy looking
at. You and I may differ. I may sim-
ply have a closed mind. I cannot
comprehend modern classical
music; it disdains melody and har-
mony, and I find it weak and empty.
Similarly, in architecture, I look for
some human contact between the
building and myself that comes to
be through overall clarity, propor-
tion, space, color and texture,
moldings and other detailing, orna-
ment or symbolism too perhaps.

(text continues on page 16)

At home with the past:
North Avenue,
Manchester.

Below: The past and present
interplay: The Church
quadriplex, College Street,
Shadyside, by Arthur Lubetz.

A pure monument,
art preserving a
memory and express-
ing a sentiment:
Westinghouse
Memorial,

Schenley Park.
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A working monument, with
assembly rooms and a
museum: Allegheny County
Soldiers’ and Sailors’

Memorial, Oakland.

A sort of habitable

Homely, but rich sculpture, that

in associations: might have been

Forbes Field, called Aspiration:
now gone. Cathedral of
Learning,

University of
Pittsburgh.

No Parthenons
here, but legally
protected:
Penn-Liberty City
Historic District,
downtown.




Page 16 PHLF News ° August 1998

“Historic” Preservation
(continued from page 14)

nd is preservation not so

important today because we have to
look to the past to find these things,
tind them genuinely? There are firms
that will design you an apartment group
in implausible pastiche Victorian or a
six-figure house in the suburbs with an
antipasto of gables, Palladian windows,
quoins, and pediments, as if to build
your parvenu family, in a twinkling, into
the hallowed past. Preservation springs
from more cultured impulses, perhaps,
and is less phony. Really old buildings
are involved, and sometimes an ampli-
tude of space and craftsmanship of
building and decoration are not to be
expected today. At present, in our new
construction, we seem to be passing
through a limp traditionalism, looking
toward the past and trying to imitate it
within, one may suppose, tight budgets.
Certainly there is an air of apology
about much recent architecture, a way
of looking to a past it cannot equal and
a look of inability to see any future.

That we see such massive effort to
save old architecture, and that we even
impose legal requirements for preserva-
tion on buildings and districts suggests
an abnormal reaction to abnormal con-
ditions. We are trying not to lose what
we have rather than looking forward to
what we might get.

Modernism: an assortment. Above: a branch bank
in Oakland, built in the 1960s. Left: Mellon Hall,
Duquesne University. Below: Robert Morris College.

The hand of the past.
Left: Apariments on Ellsworth Avenue, Shadyside.
Below: a new apartment complex on the North Shore.

“Mount Braddock” in Fayetie County: the real thing, dignified despite adversity.

‘illiam Rydberg, PHOTON

Photo by W
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Neville

House
Symposium
Barry Hannegan

On April 22, Landmarks and the Heinz
Architectural Center jointly sponsored a
symposium on historic house and land-
scape preservation. Held in the theater
of the Carnegie Museum of Art, the
event brought to Pittsburgh five authori-
ties on the fine art of historic preserva-
tion. Although conceived principally as
a means of gathering more information
and insight into our continuing cam-
paign of work at “Woodville,” the
Neville House in Collier Township, the
symposium actually ranged far and wide
(and deeply) through its subject.

At the beginning of the program,

I spoke briefly about “Woodville,”

its history, and the achievements of

two decades of restoration. Since the
symposium was in part inspired by the
current planning for the development

of the grounds around “Woodville,”
Tom Borellis, president of GWSM,
Landscape Architects, spoke informally
on the master plan his firm has created
for “Woodville.” His concept calls for
introducing planted features that will
illustrate something of the property’s
agricultural origins and yet provide a
handsome setting for “Woodville” itself.
Tom’s and my remarks set the stage for
the presentations of our guest authorities.

The first of these was Susan Borchardet,
deputy director for collections and
education at Gunston Hall Plantation.
Susan presented strong, practical
arguments for the most detailed and
scrupulous examination of data as the
best means to arrive at an accurate
understanding of an historic house.
Documentary evidence, even if circum-
stantial, has allowed the staff at
Gunston Hall to gain a much more
extensive picture of the life that went on
there in the late eighteenth century.
Similar close readings of the building’s
actual structure also have revealed a
much more accurate record of the
opulence of the original interiors.

Edward A. Chappell, director of the
Department of Architectural Research at
Colonial Williamsburg, gave us a vivid
and detailed historical context for the
construction of “Woodville.” Drawing
on his encyclopedic knowledge of early
Virginia buildings, especially vernacular
structures, he demonstrated the kinship
of “Woodville” to those examples and
also underscored the absolute importance
of a close examination of “Woodville’s”
structure in order to determine all the
phases of its construction history.

The morning’s third speaker was
Roger G. Courtenay, a principal of the
international firm of EDAW, Landscape
Architects. His group has been involved
in innumerable studies and interventions
in historic landscapes and he reminded
us how essential it is to take each case
on its own merits and to arrive at a
design solution for the landscaping of
historic houses that respects the unique
character of each property. In particular,
he stressed the fundamental importance
of deciding just what the property is
meant to represent and to what period
or continuum of periods the house is to
belong.

Rudy J. Favretti, who spoke next,
is professor emeritus of Landscape

égi

From left to right: Barry Hannegan, Joy and Rudy Favretti, Rob Windhorst,
Roger Courtenay, Greg Yochum, Anne Genter, Susan and Bruce Borchardst,

Carole Bernabei, and Rerta Campbell.

Architecture at the University of
Connecticut. His vast experience with
historic landscape restoration allowed
him to assess the opportunities open to
us at “Woodville” with ease and full
understanding. He particularly endorsed
the empirical approach that has guided
the restoration of the property and
urged that the same patient and rational
methods be our guide in dealing with
the landscape component of a fully
restored “Woodville.” His reminder to
keep in mind the visitor’s total experi-
ence of the site was especially welcome.
The final speaker was Camille Wells,
assistant professor in the Department of
Architectural History at the University
of Virginia. She demonstrated the
fundamental importance of archival
research in arriving at a better under-
standing of the agricultural function and
image of a property such as “Woodville.”
Her knowledge of plantations in Virginia
in the eighteenth century gave us a much
better idea of what General Neville
would have created at “Woodville.”
Her presentation also suggested many

ways in which we might expand the

interpretative opportunities of the house

and its grounds.
The day before the symposium, our
guests viewed “Woodville,” and Ray

Shepherd gave them a behind-the-scenes
tour of some of the restoration projects

underway at Old Economy.

As a result of the symposium, we had
the pleasure of sharing the specialness of
“Woodville” with a group who immedi-

ately perceived and responded to its
quality, We feel that the five papers
contributed in significant ways to the
local understanding of preservation in

both its immediate and broader applica-
tions. We thank the following organiza-

tions for underwriting the event: the
Pennsylvania/Western Section of the
American Society of Landscape Archi-
tects; Eisler Nurseries; Environmental
Planning and Design; GWSM, Inc.,

Landscape Architects; The Garden Club

of Allegheny County; and Landmarks
Design Associates, Architects. Their
endorsement of our initiative was
deeply appreciated.

Photo: © Clyde Hate, 1985, for the Pittsburgh
Iistory & Landmarks Feundation

With appropriate estate planning, your
appreciated securities or real estate can be
used to create 2 lifetime income for you and
provide the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation with much-needed resources to
restore our historic houses, churches,
schools, parks, and gardens. You can help
revitalize a main street in one of our neigh-
borhoods, provide restored housing for low-
to moderate-income residents, or put an
empty church or school back into use.
Landmarks can put your securities and
property to good work while bringing you:

u Lifetime income from your gift;

Public acknowledgment of your gift;

z Federal and state tax savings;

@ Avoidance of probate costs and estate
taxes;

m Disposition of real estate and elimination
of ownership costs and liability;

@ The satisfaction of making a significant gift
to preserving our Western Pennsylvania
heritage;

# Honorary life membership in Landmarks;
minimum contribution required.

Call Cathy Broucek to discuss these donor options at (1-412) 471-5808.

Protecting the Places that Make Pittsburgh Home
PrrrsBURGH HISTORY & LANDMARKS FOUNDATION
One Station Square ® Suite 450 ® Pittsburgh, PA ® 15219-1134

And the Trees
Came Crashing

Down. ..

Greg Yochum

One year ago the stretch of
Route 65 west of Sewickley in
Edgeworth Borough was lined
with mature Pin Oaks and
Sycamores, creating a tunnel-
like effect on this otherwise
barren roadway. On a hot
summer day the experience

was refreshing and the shade
welcome. I noticed, though, that
the giant trees had been painted
with red dots at breast height;
that usually means trouble.
Unable to uncover what the pos-
sible trouble might be, I did not
learn the answer uniil last fall
when the chain saws arrived
and workmen cut half of the
giants down.

As I had suspected, the trees
had been scheduled for removal.
Why? For a road-widening pro-
Jject to allow turning lanes into
the business area on the river-
side.

[ spoke to Edgeworth
Borough manager Belynda
Slaugenhaupt, who said that
the Borough had been opposing
PennDOT on this issue since
1989 because the town does not
want turning lanes. PennDOT
was determined to go through
with the project but was willing
to compromise. Originally
PennDOT had intended to take
sixteen feet on the residential
side for the lanes, but negotia-
tions with PennDOT resulted in
shifting six feet of the burden to
the business side of Route 65,
still taking ten feet on the resi-
dential side. That does not leave
enough room to save most of the
trees, but negotiaiions are still
going on to save a few.

Watch out Bellevue and

Ben Avon: your allée of trees
could be next.




JJOIN

LANDMARKS

Support the Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation in its
work to:

® Identify, document, and work to save
architectural landmarks, historic
neighborhoods, and historic designed
landscapes in Allegheny County;

® Provide loans and technical assistance
to community-based organizations that
propose feasible plans for historic
properties;

® Participate in urban planning issues as
an advocate for historic preservation;

® Create educational programs for
schools, community groups, members,
and friends; and

® Continue a well-managed, responsive,
and creative membership organization
with the ability to implement these
goals on a long-range basis.

Membership Categories

[ Senior Citizen $15 or more
J Individual
(] Family

[J Schools and
Non-profits

[J School Districts
[0 Corporate
(] Life Benefactor

$20 or more
$25 or more

$3S or more
$50 or more
$250 or more

$5,000
(a one-time gift)

The portion of your dues exceeding $15 is
tax-deductible.

Call Mary Lu Denny at (1-412) 471-5808
for details on a multiple-year membership
plan at a reduced rate, and for a listing of
our membership benefits.

Yes! Enroll me as a member

of the Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation. I have
enclosed a contribution in the
amount of

Method of Payment

(] Check enclosed (payable to PHLF)
[ Credit card:

J AmEx [JVisa

[J Mastercard 1 Discover
Account #
Expiration
Signature

Thank you for completing this form.
Please detach and mail to:
MEMBERSHIP

PrrrsBURGH HIiSTORY & LANDMARKS
Founparion

ONE STATION SQUARE, SUITE 450
PITTSBURGH, PA 15219-1134
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Fvents

Call Mary Lu Denny, Monday through
Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
at (1-412) 471-5808, for more informa-
tion on the following tours and special
events. The tours are limited and reser-
vations are accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Summer Praise Concert 98 featuring
Vickie Winans

Friday, August 21

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Concert begins at 7:00 p.m.

Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Net proceeds benefit the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation and
Garfield Jubilee Association, Inc.

Tours of Richardson’s Jail
Saturday mornings and Sunday
afternoons, beginning in August
(Please see the notice on page 5.)

Weekly Downtown Walking Tours
Wednesdays through September 30

12 Noon to 12:45 p.m.

Sponsored by The Galbreath Company

Tours of “Woodpville,” the historic
Neville House in Collier Township
Sundays through September 27

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Presented by members of Neville House
Associates

Pittsburgh’s Bridges

Lecture: Thursday, September 3
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Boat tour: Saturday, September §
9:00 a.m. to 1Z Noon or

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

From Forbes to Phipps: A Walking Tour
Sunday, September 13
2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Historic Religious Properties Seminar:
The Care and Restoration of

Stained Glass

Monday, September 28

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

East Liberty Presbyterian Church

Grand Spaces Seldom Seen

Sunday, October 4 (Members only!)
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

The tour will be offered again on
Sunday, October 11, for members
and friends.

Making Cities Work: A Breakfast
Lecture with Roberta Brandes Gratz
Wednesday, October 7

8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Federal Reserve Bank Building

717 Grant Street

Co-sponsored by the Federal Reserve

Bank of Cleveland, Pitisburgh Branch,

and Landmarks

The Power of Place: What Makes a
Neighborhood Home
Thursday and Friday, October 8 & 9

A conference sponsored by the Center

for Minority Health, University of
Pittsburgh; Coalition for a Healthy

Urban Habitat; The Heinz Architectural

Center, The Carnegie; and the
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks

Foundation. Convened and funded by

the Maurice Falk Medical Fund.

Award of Merit and Historic Landmark

Plaque Reception

Monday, October 26

5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

The Frick Art & Historical Center

Halloween Tour of Richardson’s Jail
Friday, October 30

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

(subject to change)

Art Deco Lecture and Tour
(Pitt’s Informal Program)
Leciure: Thursday, November 5
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Tour and Exhibition:

Saturday, November 7

9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon

Downtown Holiday Walking Tour
Saturday, December 12
12 Noon to 2:00 p.m.

Holiday Church Tour and Carol Sing
Sunday, December 20
2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Members receive a
10% discount on most
merchandise.

The Landmarks Store has
moved into the 1906
trolley amid the Railcar
Shops in Bessemer Court
at Station Square, along
the Monongahela River.

e Visit us at our new
location.

¢ Look over our unique gift selection.

Announcing a New Location for

THE LANDMARKS STORE

The book and gift shop of the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation

* Browse through our extensive stock of books on architecture and landscape
design, urban planning, and historic preservation.

 Purchase tickets for Landmarks events.

The new store hours are:
Monday through Saturday,
11:00 a.m. to §:00 p.m.

Sunday, 12 Noon to 5:00 p.m.

For information or to order by
phone, call (1-412) 765-1042.

Summer
Praise

Concert 98

with Gospel Singer and
National Recording Artist

Vickie Winans

and local gospel groups and soloists,
including Eva Driver; Nikki Smith and
the True Worship and Praise Ensemble;
Curtis Lewis, Jr. & Friends Chorale;
Char McAllister; and
Children of Praise Mime Ministry.

Friday, August 21
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Concert begins at 7:00 p.m.
Shadyside Presbyterian Church
5121 Westminster Place
Free parking

$17.50 general admission
$22.50 reserved seating

Net proceeds benefit
the Putsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation's
Historic Religious Properties Initiative

and the Garfield Jubilee Association, Inc.

Call (1-412) 761-1390 for tickets
and further information.

Establish a
Named Fund

¢ Help restore an historic house in an
inner-city neighborhood.

® Underwrite a neighborhood walking
tour and mapping exercise for
Piitsburgh Public School students.

¢ Support the James D. Van Trump
Library at Landmarks.

These are just a few of the projects
that you can help us accomplish by
establishing a Named Fund at
Landmarks and supporting our work.

A Named Fund is an unrestricted
contribution to the Pittsburgh History
& Landmarks Foundation endowment
fund, and is managed according to
Landmarks’ then-applicable policies.
Each Named Fund is given a name,
usually the name of the donor unless
another name is stipulated. The
Named Funds are invested, and their
principal balances adjusted annually
to reflect gains and losses in the
market. Income from the Named
Funds supports Landmarks’ programs.
Although the ultimate responsibility for
determining how the funds will be used
rests with Landmarks’ Board of
Trustees, Landmarks will discuss the
use of the Named Fund with each
donor if he or she wishes.

Named Funds may be established
with gifts of money or securities. For
additional information on establishing
a Named Fund or questions regarding
your existing Named Fund, please call
Arthur Ziegler, Phipps Hoffstot, or
Cathy Broucek at (1-412) 471-5808.
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Bookx REVIEWS

Walter C. Kidney

Trustee Gift Makes Library

Acquisitions Possible

The Richard D. Edwards Library Fund was established by Landmarks in 1997 to

® Margaret Henderson Floyd,
Henry Hobson Richardson:
A Genius for Architecture.
New York: The Monacelli Press, 1997.
304 pp., 201 color photographs by Paul
Rocheleau, 101 b/w images. $75.

¢ James F. O’Gorman, Living
Architecture: A Biography of
H. H. Richardson.
New York: Simon & Schuster Editions,
1997. 200 pp., 94 color photographs by
Cervin Robinson, 35 b/w images. $50.

We may think, at times, that certain
people have unfair advantages in life:
and yet some of these people disarm us
by putting these advantages to the finest
use, by living up to all the benefits they
received. Thus it was with Henry
Hobson Richardson: bright, handsome,
cheerful and sociable, rich at first, with
Harvard and the Porcellian Club as
added background, and a prosperous
circle of acquaintances that offered him
job after job.

O’Gorman shows Richardson the
job-getter in action in Cincinnati by way
of introduction to his study, and a
formidable job-getter he was: meeting
all the right people, out on the town,
being a man among men, eventually
winning out over five competitors.

The Chamber of Commerce design of
1885 seems a little lacking in vitality,
and it has never quite attracted the
interest given to its contemporaries, the
Allegheny County Buildings and the
Marshall Field Wholesale Store, but if
not a great building it was certainly a
big one, a prize to win.

O’Gorman is inclined to an interest in
Richardson the man, and apart from the
Cincinnati chapter takes his life from
beginning to end, so methodically
indeed that the account of the first
triumph, Trinity Church, Boston, begins
halfway through the text. Margaret
Henderson Floyd, on the contrary, is
more interested in the functions
Richardson’s buildings serve and the
materials in which they are executed,
and organizes her chapters accordingly
after a brisk run through the New
Orleans, Paris, and New York years.

Both books are remarkable in their
color photography. Apart from Mrs.
Van Rensselaer’s monograph of 1888,
Richardson studies have not before now
had particularly good photographs, and
the near-simultaneous appearance of
two books with modern color illustra-
tions seems the more remarkable.
Architectural photographers are given to
vivid blue skies, blazing risings and
settings of the sun, and raking light, but
then Richardsonian texture and color
seem to invite such natural good for-
tune. Indeed, it seems a cruel trick of
fate that our granite Courthouse and
Jail walls show up so dead despite the
photographers’ efforts. The presence of
color accompanies a change of attitude,
it seems to me, toward Richardson’s
architecture. Henry Russell Hitchcock
and other older critics seemed to want
to see a Victorian working toward func-
tionalist simplicity. Hitchcock could see
our Courthouse, with its towers and
Byzantine carving, as a summary of
Richardson’s talents but the Jail, with its
carefully dimensioned but uncarved
stones, as a work of his genius. But in
these two books we see plenty of carv-

ing, in stone, brick, and wood, of fairy-
tale profusion and fancy. Or even more:
the Ames gate lodge is not only an incip-
ient rock slide capped with a massive
and flowing red roof; it is a collection of
carved detailing that makes one wonder
what the architect thought he was
doing, so arbitrary they are. Here, and
in “Stonehurst,” the Paine house, you
see an architect shrugging off conven-
tion and doing as he found best at the
moment and at the place. And yet
happy with lions, owls, and dragons.

I think that the reader will have to
resign himself to the expenditure of
§125 plus tax if he likes Richardson at
all. The two books obviously have big
overlaps but neither the text nor illustra-
tions of one make the other redundant.

* Ken Kobus and Jack Consoli,
The Pennsylvania Railroad’s
Golden Triangle: Main Line
Panorama in the Pitisburgh Area.
Upper Darby, Pa: Pennsylvania Railroad
Technical and Historical Society, 1998,
91 pp., over 300 photographs. $20,
paper.

This is the second of a series “cover-
ing the history and facilities of the
Pennsylvania Railroad in the Pittsburgh
area.” The first book, the Pennsy in the
Steel City, has been out of print for
several years. The present book is an
excellent document, covering its subject
from the turn of the century and show-
ing rolling stock, buildings, bridges,
trackage, and equipment. A number of
construction shots are included. Sections
deal with: “PRR Main Line East of
Pittsburgh™ as far as Pitcairn; “The
Panhandle” into Ohio; and “The Fort
Wayne” down to Beaver Falls.

To quote Osbert Lancaster, for those
who like this sort of thing, this is very
much the sort of thing that they like.
We are going to value our copy.

LANDMARKS

Welcomes

FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK
OF PITTSBURGH,

THE GALBREATH COMPANY,

HIGHMARK BLUE CROSS
BLUE SHIELD

and

OXFORD DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY

as Corporate Member
Benefactors.

Members of the Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation form a strong
collective voice on bebalf of historic
preservation and belp Landmarks
achieve its goals.

Protecting the
Places that Make
Pittsburgh Home.

(R ]

benefit the James D. Van Trump Library, thanks to a generous unrestricted contribu-

tion from Mr. Edwards, a trustee and founding member of Landmarks.

The inaugural Edwards Fund purchase was new shelving to accommodate books

donated by Walter C. Kidney. The first book acquired through the Edwards Fund

was Margaret Henderson Floyd’s book on H. H. Richardson, a wonderful and

extraordinary study of a great architect whose importance is local as well as inter-
national, as well as the memorial of its author who was a dear and respected friend

of Landmarks. Titles so far acquired are:

Floyd, Margaret Henderson. Henry Hobson Richardson: A Genius for Architeciure.

Photographs by Paul Rocheleau. New York: The Monacelli Press, 1997.

O’Gorman, James F. Living Architecture: A Biography of H. H. Richardson.

Photographs by Cervin Robinson. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997.

Rolf Toman, editor, Romanesque: Architecture, Sculpture, Painting, with
photographs by Achim Bednorz. Cologne: Kénemann, 1997.

Yves Lescroart, Manor Houses of Normandy, with photographs by Régis Faucon.

Cologne: Konemann, 1997.

The Decorative Art of Arabia [Studio Library of Decorative Art] London: Studio
Editions, 1989; illustrations and text from two classic French books by Jules
Bourgoin (1873) and Achille Prisse D’Avennes (1877).

Kennywood Park

Postcard Folders

William Dixon, a friend of Landmarks living in Sarasota, has made yet

another gift to our library: four mailers with foldout postcard images of the

Pittsburgh area, dating from between about 1915 and 1940, and one of

about 1915 of Wilkinsburg. Our thanks to Mr. Dixon for these vivid images.

Lake Elizabeth, North Side.

The center of West View Park, North Side.

Schenley High School, Oakland.
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Passing the Torch: Arensberg, Van Dusen, Hallen

On April 7, 1998 Philip B. Hallen,
president of the Maurice Falk Medical
Fund, was unanimously elected as the
third chairman of the board of trustees
of the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation.

Four years previously, Albert C. Van
Dusen had succeeded Charles Covert
Arensberg, Landmarks’ co-founder and
board chairman for thirty years.

As Phil Hallen begins his tenure,
with Charley Arensberg and Albert Van
Dusen continuing to provide graceful
continuity as Landmarks’ Chairmen
Emeriti, we think that a review of events
and achievements during Dr. Van Dusen’s
term may be of interest. Indeed, this
short span of four years has been among
the most eveniful in the organization’s
lastory. Here are some highlights.

Publications

Shortly after Dr. Van Dusen assumed

the chairmanship, Architecture after
Richardson: Regionalism before
Modernism—Longfellow, Alden &
Harlow in Boston and Pittsburgh, by
Margaret Henderson Floyd, was
published by the University of Chicago
Press in association with the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation.

This breakthrough study of the work

of a firm of architects, trained in the
offices of H. H. Richardson and McKim,
Mead & White, received an AIA
International Book Award. One reviewer
called it “surely the most handsome
book on American architecture of the
past decade....a marvel of thoroughness
and authoritativeness.”

Architecture after Richardson was the
first of several significant and major
publications. Clyde Hare’s Pittsburgh:
Four Decades of Pittsburgh, Frozen in
Light, published by Landmarks in

Clyde Hare (left) and Dr. Van Dusen
celebrate the release of Clyde Hare’s
Pittsburgh.

December of 1994, captured forty years
of Pittsburgh places and occurrences as
seen by a master photographer. 1995
saw publication of A Legacy in Bricks
and Mortar: African-American
Landmarks in Allegheny County, by
Frank Bolden, Eliza Smith Brown, and
Laurence A. Glasco. The fully-illustrated
guide to National Register-eligible
African-American landmarks is based
on the first site survey of over 700
African-American historic places in
Allegheny County, conducted by
Landmarks Design Associates, Architects,
and Landmarks. In 1997 the long-

Photo by Clyde Hure

anticipated revision of Landmark
Architecture by Walter C. Kidney
appeared as Pittsburgh’s Landmark
Architecture: The Historic Buildings of
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County: an
essential resource that reviews the archi-
tectural history of Allegheny County
and assesses 650 historic sites in 736
pages, illustrated with over 1,500 photo-
graphs. Architectural historian James E
O’Gorman noted, “To open it is like
welcoming after a period of absence an
old friend who looks more robust than
ever,” and observed that “Pittsburgh has
been fortunate in having talented and
caring people to conjure up its architec-
tural past. I think especially of the late
James D. Van Trump and, happily still
much in evidence, Walter Kidney.
[Pittsburgh’s Landmark Architecture)...
is a catalogue of works that would
make any city proud.”

Valued Friends

Pittsburgh’s Landmark Architecture was
published as a memorial to Barbara
Drew Hoffstot, co-founder and vice-
chairman of Landmarks who died in
1994. Other losses between 1994 and
1998 included Jamie Van Trump,
Landmarks’ co-founder and architec-
tural historian, at the age of 86; trustees
Chester LeMaistre, J. Judson Brooks,
Joan Fulton, William R. Oliver, and
Mevyer Berger; Gay Arensberg, Delvin
Miller, and Joe White, all close friends
and supporters; and Margaret Henderson
Floyd who, with her husband Bill, had
become close to many at Landmarks

and in Pittsburgh.

Trustees and Members
Establish Special Funds

The following Named Funds were
established between 1994 and 1998,
thanks to unrestricted gifts from several
trustees and members: The Brashear
Family Fund; Shadybrook Foundation
Fund; Torrence M. Hunt Fund for
Special Projects; Carl Wood Brown
Fund; Richard D. Edwards Library
Fund; and the Barensfeld Family Fund.

Thomas O. Hornstein continued his
charitable gifts through grants from The
Pittsburgh Foundation, supporting our
historic religious properties initiative
and neighborhood restoration efforts.

Barbara and Raymond Rackoff estab-
lished a Fiftieth Anniversary Fund in
1995, that will be used to underwrite a
special project at Landmarks.

We also received bequests from
Patricia Thauer, Robert L. Spear, and
Delores Smith.

Historic Landscape
Preservation

Beginning in 1995, Landmarks under-
took a county-wide survey of historic
parks and gardens, directed by Barry
Hannegan. After the survey was com-
pleted, an historic landscape preserva-
tion department was formed in 1997
under Barry’s leadership. Among other
activities, the landscape department is
working with Neville House Associates
and the Colonial Dames to create a
long-range program development plan
for “Woodville,” the historic property
of John and Presley Neville, in Collier
Township.

Preservation Loan Fund

A major effort began to increase the
Preservation Loan Fund. Just over
$900,000 was contributed by the Eden
Hall Foundation, Federal Home Loan
Bank, The Hearst Foundation, The
Hillman Foundation, Fannie Mae
Foundation, Richard King Mellon
Foundation, Mellon Bank, and PNC
Bank. In addition, Landmarks’ board
of directors allocated $1 million from
the endowment fund to support the
Preservation Loan Fund. As a result,
the Preservation Loan Fund now has a
lending capacity of $2.8 million. Loans
were given to support bricks-and-
mortar projects in Manchester,
Bloomfield, Garfield, Homewood
Brushton, East Liberty, South Side,

the Hill District, East Allegheny, and
elsewhere.

The CNDI (Comprehensive
Neighborhood Development Initiative)
was established by Landmarks and
Mellon Bank in 1994. The WIN
(Working In Neighborhoods) Initiative
was established in 1995 by Landmarks
and eleven local savings banks to pro-
vide loans to minority-owned businesses
moving into historic neighborhoods or
buildings in Allegheny County.

Historic Religious Properties
A grant from the Allegheny Foundation
in November 1993 enabled Landmarks
to begin a study in 1994 of the problems
facing historic religious properties.

As a result, Landmarks began a
technical-services and small-grants
program in 1994 to help restore and
maintain historic ecclesiastical buildings.
The grants program continued thanks
to major gifts from trustee Constance
O’Neil in 1996 and 1997, combined
with year-end gifts from our members
and friends.

Advocacy

Several architectural landmarks were
saved, restored, and adapted for new
uses thanks to the efforts of other organ-
izations and individuals, with advice
and moral support from Landmarks:
St. Mary’s Church on the North Side
(now Pittsburgh’s Grand Hall); Burke’s
Building, downtown (now the head-
quarters of the Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy); the old Bank Center
buildings, downtown (now The Library
Center); and the Gwinner-Harter house
and “Sunnyledge,” both in Shadyside.

Education

Landmarks’ on-going program of tours
and courses continued and indeed
expanded. Among the new offerings
were a weekly noontime downtown
walking tour offered June through
September and “Downtown Dragons,”
a walking tour of architectural details
prepared for elementary school children.
Landmarks’ walking tour and mapping
exercise with Knoxville Middle School
was one of seven projects featured

in the recent Historic Preservation
Information Booklet of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation. A new
course on “Art Deco” and an expanded
three-part presentation of “Pittsburgh’s
Architectural Heritage” were added to
classes offered by Landmarks through
the University of Pittsburgh’s continuing
adult education program.

James D. Van Trump Library
The library expanded substantially as
the result of a gift of some 3,000 books
by Walter Kidney. Thanks to a generous
unrestricted contribution from trustee
Richard D. Edwards, Landmarks estab-
lished the Richard D. Edwards Library
Fund. Income from the fund was used
to purchase new book shelves and to
acquire new books. (Please see the
article on page 19.) Proceeds from a
bequest from Robert L. Spear are being
used for the restoration and mainte-
nance of books and archives.

Special Events

Special events have included a breakfast
speakers’ forum, inaugurated in 1996 by
architect Philippe Robert; establishment
of a series of Historic Religious
Properties seminars; two successful

Old House Fairs held at Victoria Hall;
and a host of tours for our members
and friends.

Richard Moe, president of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation,
visited Pittsburgh in January 1998.

He addressed a large audience at the
Bidwell Training Center in Manchester
and signed copies of his recent book
Changing Places: Rebuilding
Community in the Age of Sprawl.

I have found Landmarks
to be a responsive and
creative organization with a
dedicated Board of Trustees,
staff, and membership.
Through its historic
preservation prograims,
Landmarks is contributing to
the economic vitality of the
Pittsburgh region
and creating a sense of pride
among the people
who live here.

Albert C. Van Dusen

Endowment for Historic
Preservation Created

Certainly the most significant event
during this period was the sale of
Station Square, one of the largest and
most ambitious urban development
projects in the United States undertaken
by a not-for-profit corporation. This
sale of a long neglected property adja-
cent to downtown Pittsburgh, saved by
Landmarks and turned into a resound-
ing adaptive use and economic success,
created an endowment for Landmarks
that will undergird preservation initia-
tives as well as staff and operating costs.

National Significance

Speaking in Manchester earlier this year,
Richard Moe observed that his “trips to
Pittsburgh and Manchester [opened] my
eyes...to what preservation can be and
do.” He also stated: “There is not a
preservation organization on the local
level anywhere in the country that can
match the work of the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation.”
The torch that Albert Van Dusen has
passed to Philip Hallen burns brightly.



