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» Landmarks Assists Manchester,
Hili District, and Entrepreneurs
Through Its Preservation
Services

« Looking Back on 1995

« Cities Worldwide Look Toward
the New Century

Program Priorities in the New Year

On November 1, 1995, the board of
trustees of the Pitisburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation approved
the following work plan emphasiz-
ing preservation services, educa-
tion, and the historic parks and
gardens survey, and announcing
several special initiatives. The
staff’s priority is to carry out this
work plan as much as possible while
maintaining flexibility to respond to

local preservation crises or needs.

Preservation Services

Howard B. Slaughter, Jr. directs this area
of work at Landmarks with great leades-
ship, initiative, and charisma. Through
his professional experience as a banker,
his knowledge of local neighborhood
groups and community leaders, and his
heightened awareness of preservation
policies nationwide, Howard is able to
create programs that help individuals
purchase and renovate historic proper-
ties in inner-city neighborhoods for rest-
dential or commercial uses. In 1996,
Howard will:

» extend new loans through Landmarks’
Preservation Loan Fund to neighbor-
hood groups that propose feasible
plans for the acquisition andfor
renovation of historic properties;

» continue existing programs such as the
“Comprehensive Neighborhood Devel-
opment Initiative” with Mellon Bank
and the “Working in Neighborhoods™
initiative with an 11-bank consortium;

» work with financial institutions to
offer Community Reinvestment Act
and sensitivity training;

« work with HUD and the Urban
Redevelopment Authority 1o determine
how community and block grant
funds can be allocated for historic
preservation,

» work with selected historic city neigh-
borhoods to secure historic designation
status through the City of Pittsburgh’s
Historic Review Commission;

= assist Manchester in its $20 million
development campaign to demolish
severely blighted public housing units,
purchase and restore Section-8 proper-
ties, and construct affordable rental
units for public-housing residents;

« underwrite the Pittsburgh Community
Reinvestment Group’s annual lending
institution loan report; and

+ raise funds for a grant program at
Landmarks to provide financial and
technical assistance for the preserva-
tion of historic area churches and
synagogues.

Speecial Initiatives
Arthur Ziegler will lead our staff in
several new initiatives this year, He
plans to:

» work with the Mayor’s office and the
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust to evaluate
the economics of restoring historic
buildings in downtown Pittsburgh for
various uses;

« provide technical assistance to the
Federal/North project;

+ work with Bidwell Training Center
to establish a greenhouse and office
complex for a training program in
horticulture that could benefit historic
neighborhoods;

+ work with Point Park College and the
Carnegie Library on the downtown
Library Center in the old Colenial
Trust Company building;

« prepare a plan and grant request for
providing preservation services to
towns along the Mon-Fayette
Expressway;

« create a “Scenic Byways” program
with Allegheny Kiski Valley Historical
Society to submit to PennDOT and the
Federal Bureau of Roads; and

» work with PennDOT to ensure that the
new Wabash Bridge is handsomely
designed.

Arthur provides valuable leadership
in bringing many groups and people
together to ensure that historic preserva-
tion is a key ingredient in the new plans
and proposals for our developing city
and region.

Historic Parks and

Gardens Survey

Barry Hannegan will complete
Landmarks’ Historic Parks and Gardens
Survey. Through research and field
work, he continues to uncover and
document a rich landscape tradition in
Pittsburgh, primarily from the turmn of
the century until about 1950. Alas, little
evidence of this legacy can be seen in
our landscape today. The photo shown
here is an excellent example of the kind
of material that Barry is discovering.
Barry will prepare an illustrated
report describing the survey findings,
share the resuits with interested commu-
nity groups, garden clubs, and local and
national magazines, and use the survey
results to influence policies for the care
and maintenance of what remains of our
historic parks and gardens in this region.
Long an authority on landscape history,
Barry is now an advocate for preserving
Pittsburgh’s landscape tradition.

Education

The work of our education department
involves many people on Landmarks’
staff: Louise Sturgess, Albert Tannler,
Walter Kidney, Mary Ann Eubanks, and
Mary Lu Denny, as well as 34 volunteers,
and free-lance instructors Sue Neff,
Tom Demko, David Roth, and Anne-
Marie Lubenau.

Our agenda in 1996 includes provid-
ing private group tours and slide lectures

(Continited on page 6)

This photograph of 1901 shows us the
acre-size garden to the rear of the
North Negley Avenue residence of
James R. Mellon, son of Judge Thomas
Mellon. The garden, hardly more than

a glorified backyard, was known,
according to a newspaper account of
the period, for its miniature effects
intended, apparently, to shrink the
Jeatures of an estate to the exigencies
of an urban site. The tiny waterway
that flows through its four-inch-wide
channel in the middle of the garden
can just be sensed in the horizontal line
in the lawn to the left, while its desti-
ration, a small, irregularly shaped

pond, can in foct be seen to the right of

center in the middle distance. A minia-
ture vegetable garden was planted
behind the smell cabin-like building in
the center of the view; this structure
was identified as ¢ focsimile of Judge
Mellon’s thatched cottage in Ireland.
Although the overall appearance of the
garden seems strangely diffuse and
spotty—a seeming throw-back to the
scattered plantings of the Gardenesque
style of the early nineteenth century—
there is good evidence that this casual
effect was deliberately created by

. Wilkinson Elliott, quite likely the
most important garden designer active
in Pittsburgh a century ago.

Phot courtesy of the Carnegie Libravy of Pitishurgh
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Thank You Corporate Members

Your coniributions in 1995 helped the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation:
» CREATE the “Working in Neighborhoods” initiative, an economic

development program between Landmarks and an 11-bank
consortium for minority business entrepreneurs;

* WORK with local lending institutions to ensure that lending
programs and products were available to meet the needs of

inner-city residents;

+ PROVIDE financial and technical assistance, through the
Preservation Loan Fund, to community groups in the Pittsburgh
region that proposed feasible plans for re-using historic properties;

» PROVIDE technical assistance to the Manchester Citizens
Corporation in its successful effort to obtain $7.5 million in federal
funds to improve public housing in Manchester;

* DRAFT a proposal for the creation of a permanent Historic
Religious Properties program at Landmarks, providing technical and
financial assistance to support the restoration and adaptive use of
historic religious structures in Allegheny County;

+ INITIATE a survey of historic parks and gardens in Allegheny

County;

« TEACH more than 10,000 students, teachers, and adults about

Pittsburgh’s history and architecture;

» PUBLISH A Legacy in Bricks and Mortar: African-American
Landmarks in Allegheny County, and distribute free copies of the
book to schools and libraries in Allegheny County;

« PARTICIPATE in urban planning discussions as an advocate for

historic preservation;

= CONTINUE to create a future for Pittsburgh by preserving its past.

1995 Corporate Members

Benefactors

Blue Cross of Western Pennsylvania

Dollar Bank

Integra Financial Corporation

Matthews International

Mylan Laboratories, Inc.

Pittsburgh Steelers Sports, Inc.

PNC BANK Corp.

SmithKline Beecham Censumer
Heaithcare

Patrons

Alpern, Rosenthal & Company
Beckwith Machinery
Montgomery Watson, Inc.

Partners
Allegheny Valley Bank of Pittsburgh
Allied Security, Inc.
Beli Atlantic
Beli Atlantic Mobile Systems
Bognar and Company
Burrell Group, Inc.
Calgon Corporation
California University of
Pennsylvania
Chubb Group of
Insurance Companies
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania
Dick Enterprises, Inc.
Duguesne Light Company
Earth Sciences Consultants
Elkem Metals
Fayetic Bank

Partners (contintied)

Ferry Electric Company

The First City Company

Frank P. Hess & Company, Inc.

The Gateway Engineers

Gateway Press, Inc.

Graham Realty Company

Great American Federal Savings &
Loan Association

The Gustine Company, Inc.

Hilb, Rogal & Hamilton Company

Horty, Springer & Mattern, P.C.

Johnson & Higgins of
Pennsylvania, Inc.

Kirkpatrick & Lockhart

L. B. Foster Company

Landmarks Design Associates

MPS Corporation

NorthSide Bank

Port Authority of Allegheny County

Rennekamp Lumber Company, Inc.

Rossin Foundation

Salem Corporation

Sargent Electric Company

Sesame Inn Restaurants

Sopko Contracting, Inc.

TRACO Windows

West Penn Hospital Foundation

Associates

American States Insurance
Community Savings Bank
Delta International Machinery
Landmark Security Transport

PHLF News is published four times each year for the members of the Pittshurgh
History & Landmarks Foundation, a non-profit historic preservation organization
serving Allegheny County. Landmarks is committed to neighborhivod restoration
and historic-praperry preservation; public advocacy; education and membership
programs; and the continuing operation of Station Sguave, an historic riverfront
property opposite downtown Pittsburgh.

Arthur P Ziegler, Jr. ... ... President
Louise Sturgess. .. ..o i e Editor/Executive Director
Elisal. Cavalier ........ ... 0o General Counsel
TomCroyle.......... ... i e Comptroller
MaryLluDenrny ........oovionia Director of Membership Services
Masy Anm Eubanks. ... ... o e Education Coordinator
Barry Hannegan . ..., ...... Consulting Direcror, Historic Parks and Gardens Survey
Thomas Keffer. . ... .. ... ... ...... Superintendent of Property Maintenance
Walter C.Kidney ..., Archirectural Hisrorian
Binda Mitry .. .. e Staff Accountant
Howard B. Slaughter, Jr. ....................... Director of Preservation Services
AlbertM. Tannler ... ... .. ... . Historical Collections Director
Ronatd C. Yockum, Jr.. . .............. ...l Facilities Managemenr Assistant

Pytlik Design ASSOCEEIES . - .. L.ttt e e Designer

Major Donors to Landmarks in 1995

As of December 15, 1995, the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation had
received major contributions from the following sources. We are very grateful to
each donor. As a result of these gifts and of membership contributions, Landmarks
was (and is} able to pursue its work in creating a future for Pittsburgh by preserving
its past.

ASKO, Inc.

The Brand Foundation

Mrs. Kenneth S. Boesel

Anne L. & George H. Clapp Charitable
and Bducational Trust

Bollar Bank

Mary Jane and Richard D. Edwards

Mr. & Murs. James Frank

Robert and Jane Grace

Sylvan and Marion Green

Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock

Henry Phipps Hoffstot 111

Thomas O. Homstein Charitable Fund

Miltor G. Hulme Charitable Foundation

Roy A. Hunt Foundation

Catherine Kimball

Mrs. Alan G, Lehman

McFeely-Rogers Foundation

Richard King Mellor Foundation

Tom Murphy for Mayor Committee

Estate of Joseph B. Neville

Eleanor Howe Nimick

A. & S. Pyzdrowski

James H. and Idamae Rich

The Donald & Sylvia Robinson
Family Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Rogal

Estate of Delores M. Smith

Furman South III

Caroline H. Stewart

Jane A. Tiegel

The Walden Trust

The Raymond John Wean Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur P. Ziegler

Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr.

Anniwersary Gifts Designated to
Support Landmarks” Work

The Pittshurgh History & Landmarks Foundation congratulates Barbara and
Raymond Rackoff on their fiftieth wedding anniversary. We thank the following
peopie and businesses for their generous contributions int celebration of this occasion:

ASKQ, Inc.

Suzanne and Richard Bender
Joan and Daniel Benjamin
Paity and George Caplan
Mildred H. Colen

Ada and Stanford Davis

M. & Mrs. Arthur Fidel

Mr. & Mrs. James A. Frank
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Friedberg
Velma and Bernard Friedman
Steffi and Zola Gold

Sandy and Sumner Goodwin

Barbara and Bill Lesser

June and Amold Matkin

Joni and Stanley Ostrow
Eleanor Resnik

Idamae and James Rich
Sylvia and Donald Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Rogal
Helen and David Rosengarten
Patricia L. Sabel

Betty Ann and David Simon
Nancy and Dick Simon

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Skirboll

Mr. & Mrs. Irving J. Halpern Eleanor Treelisky

Jane Haskell and Sidney Alexander Mr. & Mrs. Chas Weaver
Jeanne and Stanley Jacoby Jackie and Bud Wechsler
Aline and Jack Lange Sara M. Winokur
Marilyn and Earl Latterman Susie and Bob Wolf

Memorial Contributions

The Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation thanks the following people for
their recent memorial gift contributions:

« Sherley T. Blaxter, Mr. & Mrs. John P. Davis, Jr., Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock,
M. & Mrs. Walter T. McGough, and Mrs. Cleveland D. Rea in memory of
Barbara Drew Hoffstot.

« Henry P. Hoffstot, Jr. in memory of J. Judson Brooks.
+ John P. Davis, Jr. in memory of James D. Van Trump.
« Jane A. Tiegel, in memory of Robert W. Baur.

» Jessie Clark Riley, in memory of J. Norman Riley.

Wedding Gifi
We also thank Dr. & Mrs. Michael Friedberg for making a contribution to the

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation on the occasion of the marriage of
Paul Teplitz.

Library Donation

The Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation wishes to thank Templeton Smith, of
Mount Lebanon, for a copy of One Who Made a Difference, his biography of
Eliza Kennedy Smith,

Library Seeking Past Issues of PHLF News

Recently we inventoried our holdings of PHLF News and discovered that Landmarks
does not have a complete set! The library’s set begins with No. 33—the (March/April)
1972 issue. We are missing some later issues as well: No. 86 (Spring) 1983; No. &7
(Summer) 1983; No. 95 (Summer) 1983; and No. 96 (Winter) 1985. Can any of our
members supply the missing issues 1-32 and 86, 87, 95 and 967 If you can help out,
call Al Tannler at (412) 471-5808.

Become a Tour Docent

If you have some free time and are interested in Pittsburgh history, then calt Mary Lu
Denny for details about Landmarks” tour docent program. This January, February, and
March we will be offering a training course for people who are interested in leading
tours of the city or presenting slide shows featuring Pittsburgh’s history and architec-
ture. We hope to hear from you. Call Mary Lu at (412) 471-3808.
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Your Membership Matters! Thank You for Joining.

Members of the Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks
Foundation provide a strong
collective voice on behalf of
historic preservation.We are
pleased to acknowledge the
Sollowing people and organiza-
tions that joined Landmarks in
1995, Each new member adds
strength to our organization.
Welcome, one and all.

Avery Abrams and family

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Abrams

Michael A. Accetta

Allegheny Vailey Schoot District

Elaine Amos

Tim and Darlene Anderson

Peter Argentine

Jane and Leon Arkus

Cappy Ascheim

Charles A. Astfalk

Louis Astorino

Ann W, Austin

Mrs, R. H. Bailey

David Baillie

Ann Marie Bajgier

Michael Baker, Ir., Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. W, K. Baldwin

Jerome Balve

Dr. Frances . Barnes

L. W. Bassett

Vernon 5. Bebout

Wilma H. Belknap

Judith Bell

Mrs, W. G. Berger

Carole A. Bernabei

Prof. C. J. Berschneider

Victor Bertolina

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Bierkan
and family

Charlene Billy

Mulugetta Birru

Bishop McDoweli School

Betty Bittner

Mark and Jamie Blatter
and family

W, Byron Boak

Rachel Kirk Bobo

Frank E. Bolden

Janice Benacet

W. Thornas Borellis and famity

Diane Borichevsky

Dr. & Mrs. Michael W. Bowman
and family

Lynn Bozick

Eileen Brown

Ray and Margaret Brown

Dorothy S. Buchanan

Sally and Bruce Buchanan

Ruth V. Buckley, M. Ed.

John Buerkle

Lurther Burch, Jr.

Becki Butler

Jerome Buyny

Mr. & Mys. Frank Cahouet

Mary Catlison

Melvin Campbell, Sr. and tamily

Linda Carmany

David Carmen

Carnegie Mellon University

Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Carter

Stephen Casey

Beuy M. Chidlow

Eleanore N. Childs

Dr. & Mrs. E. G. Choby, Jr.

Margaret M. Christopher

Dallas Clautice and family

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Y. Clem
and family

Brad S. Clepper

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Cobetio
and family

Laurie Cohen

Renee Cohen

Judge Maurice B. Cohill, Jr.

Gestrude S, Cohn and family

Community Media

Stephen J. Consiglio and family

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Comell
and family

Mr. & Mrs. Henry C. Corson

Jim and Beth Cowan

F. 1. Coyle

Kathleen M. Coyle

Craig House

Arthur Crivella

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Crouch

Jim Cunningham

Scott and Barbara Davidson
and family

D. C. Davis

Jean Davis and family

Mr. & Mrs. S. A Davis
and farnily

Thomas Demko

Roseann DeNinno

Thomas Detre, M. D.

Mrs. B. Donaldson

Jean W. Donaldson

Karen Drosendahl

Mr. & Mrs, Mark Dunbar
and farnily

Sally C. Dunbar

Cassie Eccles

Eleanor H. Edwards

Jamie and Connie Egan
and family

Winifred H. Eifert

The Ellis School Library

John D. Elsesser

Eva Emmernich

Vincent and Pameia Engel
and family

Deborah Enright

Kingsley S. and Judith A, Evarts

Scott E. Fabean

Jim Ferlo

Robert R. and Lee C. Ferrero

Johanna Fields

Pavid G. Finch

Dr. & Mrs. Philip Fireman
and family

Carol Fisher and family

George H. Fishkom

Josette Fitzgibbons

Anne Fonas

F. T. Ford

Susan Forman

Fox Chapel Area High School

David T. Fraley

Maria Frederick

Martha A. Friday

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Friedman

George H. Frishkorn

Mr. & Mrs. R.T. Gaab

Loti and Frank Gaffney

Gateway Middle School

Joan B. Gaul

Gertrude Gebhardt

Mary Ann Gilbert

Michaci Gilligan and
John Indalecio

Grace Giras

M. T. Glabicki

Victor Charles Gordon

Gary P. Grabowski

Vaterie S. Grash

Faith Renee Gray

Mr. & Mirs. R. Griffing

Dr. Bernard Grossman

Ruth Grossman

Jennifer Habetler

David and Nancy Haines

Halama Brothers Electric, Inc.

Dr. Leon L. Haley

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hall
and family

Jean M. Hamburg

David Hamlin

Bernadine T. Harrify

Greer Hayden

Ken and Christine Henderson
and family

Dr. & Mrs. Mark J. Henzes
and family

Robert and Betty Hepner
and family

Jennifer Higgins

Carol Ho

Dena Holland

Burkart Holzner

Hopewell Elementary School

Hosanna House, Inc.

Richard W. Hosking and family

Houston Art & Frame

Robert J. Houston

Suzanne | Huff

Dr. Judith S, Hull

Henry Huminski

Hunter Hurst

Independence Middle School

Ingomar Elementary School

T. J. Jackson and family

Rabbi Walter and
Mrs. Irene Jacob

Dr. & Mrs. Edward E. James

Phyllis and Allen Janis

George W. Jemnstedt and family

Gerry and Don Johnson

Doris D. Jones

Julius Jones

Kate and Dick Junker and family

Lloyd Kaiser

Brian E. Kaminski

Betsy and Bob Kampmeinert
and family

Richard W. Kappel

Cathy Keily

Mrs. Herbert Kendall

Nellie S. Kerr

Sheldon F. and L. Jeannette King

Tilda Klaus

Jeffrey and Nancy Kline
and family

Kathy Koch

Corinne Krause

Margaret A, Krill and family

Deanna Kuder

Bill Kurtek

Donald G. Lancaster

William A. Lash

William Lawrence

Timothy Lee

A. Lep

Sheila Levine

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Levine

Stina Levithan

Marilyn J. Lippincot

Anne-Marte Lubenau

Frank E. Lutinski

Francis J. Mahoney

David H. Maier

Grace R. Maits

Louise and Michael Malakoff
and family

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Malick

Judi Mangan

Ethel M. Marasco

David J. Mayemik

Kevin McCartan

Carol McClenahan and family

Barbara McCloskey

Biliie M. McCullogh

Lucinda L. McDonough
and family

MecGill Library, Westminster
College

Howard and Shirley Mclivried

Judy and Roger Mclntyre

Ray McKeever

Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. McKenna

John J. McLean, Ir.

William P. McShea

Joanne McVay

Mary Jo Meenen

Vernon W. Metz and family

John Metzger

Mr. & Mrs. William Mever

Rachel and Karl Meyers

Robert M. Mihallik

Michael D. Miller and family

Oliver Miller Homestead
Associates

Mary Martha Mirt

Myles R. Moan

Elien Moore

Deborah E. Moran

. Donald Morine

Gary Morton

Mt. Washington Community
Development Corporation

Betty and Joseph Murray

Nativity School

Jan Neffke

NeighborFair Pittsburgh, Inc.

Jim and Joey Nelson

Sarah Nichols

Albert J. Novak, fr.

Deborah A. Novak

Ken and Kathy Nowotny
and family

Loretta R. O'Brien

Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Oliver

Philip W. Osborne and family

Anita R. Overcash

Joyce Owens

Stephen and Pye Pajewski
and family

Sandra L. Palumbo

Philip B. Parr

Mr. & Mrs. James S. Pasman, Jr.

Steven N. Patricia

Peebles Elementary School

Perrysville School

Charles F. Peterson

Sophie Petrone

Albert W, Pettit

Suzanne N. Photos

The Piusburgh Children’s
Museum

Paul and Ruth Platek and family

Donald and Virginia Platt

Marc H. Pois

Catherine M. Potts

Praise Christian Academy

Preservation Foundation of
Palm Beach

Daniel C. Prevade

Thomas H. Prickett and family

Stan Pyzdrowski

Ronald N. Raimondo

Sister M. Michele Ransil

Richard and Carolyn Reed
and family

William H. Reed, Ir.

Paui and Kathy Regiec

Ruth Richardson

Holly A. Rine

Martha R. Ritter and family

Margaret Rix

Lavrel B. Roberts

Roberta L. Roman and family

Sally Ross

Sandra R. Ross

Loren H. Roth, M.D.

Allison Ruppert

Debra A. Ryder

Dorcas H. Rylands

Edith Scheiner

Mr. & Mrs. Karl B. Scheller

Colleen Schmidt

Richard E. Schmitz, ATA

Marjorie Scholiz

Margaret M. Scott

Marie Rotondo Senko

Lisa Serafin

Alan M. Shaffer

Cindy and Joe Shimko

Thomas R. Simchak

Hon. & Mrs. Paut A. Simmons

Stephen Simpson

Nancy W. Singieton

Richard Skrinjar

John W. Smart

Karen L. Smith

Keith Smith

Lawrence R. Smith and family

Stephen and Susan Smith
and family

The E. Smuts family

Mrs. Jean W. Snyder

Society for the Preservation of the
Murals of St. Nicholas Millvale

Mr. & Mrs. Frank S. South

Mr. & Mrs. Furman South IV

Mr. & Mrs. H. H. South

Dr. Seth Spaulding

Mr. & Mrs. Eric W. Springer
and family

Sidney Stark, Ir.

Virginia L. Stein

Sueanne Stephans and family

Albert A. Stewart

Mary Jane Stewart

Nancy B. Stewart

Patrick K. and Theresa M. Stroh

Candy and Mike Sullivan
and family

D. W, Swager H and family

Marlene Szary

Juliana and Steve Taper

Sandra Tarr

Robert N, Teeter, Ph.D.

Nancy B. Thompson

Norine Thompson

Dr. & Mrs, Santos Torres, Jr.

Lyda Jo B. Trower

Mr. & Mrs. H. St. George Tucker

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Turbeville
and family

University of Pennsylvania
Van Peit Library

William F. Unrath and family

Ed Urban

Jason M. Vanatia

Robert B. VanAtta

Cynthia Vanda

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh G. Van der Veer
and family

Mr. & Mrs. L. D, Van der Veer

Peter Van Why

Pat and Judie Vescio

C. A, Wagner and family

John F. Waldron

The Andy Warhol Museum

Mr. & Mrs. Milton A.

‘Washington

Ron Weathers, Jr.

Michael P. Weber

Yvonne Micheile Wehrer

Judith Ann Weisgerber
and family

Rose Wermner

Mr. & Mrs. William Wessner
and family

David G. Wikking

Franklin and Anita Williams

James D, Williams

Margie Wiliiams

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Wilson
and family

J. O. Winnenberg

Floyd L. Wiseman

Mrs. Helen Wolf

D. Woodcock

Jude A. Wudarczyk

YMCA of Pittsburgh

Rev. M. S. Yingling

Michaela Young

IN MEMORIAM:
J. JUDSON BROOKS

On September 16, 1995, Judd Brooks
died at the age of 86 at his home in
Edgeworth. He was a founding trustee
of Landmarks and a strong supporter of
our organization for three decades. We
will miss him greatly, and extend our
deepest sympathy to his family.

Judd and his wife Laura {who died
in 1984) owned and cared for one of
the most important landscaped historic
properties in Allegheny County.
“Newington,” on Shields Lane in
Edgeworth, was passed by inheritance
from one generation to the next since
its beginning. It was created by Major
Daniel Leet for his married daughter and
her husband, Eliza and David Shields.
The southern portion of the red-brick
house dates from 1816 and the northermn
portion from [823. “Newington” is
surrounded by ten acres of gardens,
which include a grand formal garden
designed by Bryant Fleming in 1910.
There is the tradition that Samue!
Parsons, Jr., one of America’s great
landscape architects, was responsible
for designing the plantings around the
lawns in the 1870s.

Judd and Laura traveled widely and
always brought home new ideas that
helped them care for their house and
gardens. They planted annual gardens,
maintained perennial gardens and beau-
tiful formal gardens, and looked after the
great, aged trees that arched high over
the landscape. Judd created a wonderful
formal boxwood garden, a lilac allée and
a rivulet lined with Hemerocallis. He
was a breeder of rhododendrons and
held an annual Memorial Day garden
party so visitors could stroll through
the gardens and see the new varieties
he was creating. Each year he added
to the humus of the rhododendron beds
by stacking more oak leaves under
the shrubs.

Judd had a great interest in architec-
ture and in the work of Landmarks,

He attended board meetings regularly
and participated in many discussions
invelving preservation problems. Unfor-
tunately, he became ill before we started
our survey of historic parks and gardens,
but we sent him material to review,

and he called us with comments.

We hope that in the new year we can
work with Judd’s family to develop a
plan for preserving “Newington™ and its
gardens, so the legacy of Judd and Laura
Brooks can live on and be enjoyed by
the community.

Award of Merit Nominations
Call Walter Kidney at (412) 471-5808

if you would like to nominate an individ-
ual or organization for consideration by
Landmarks’ 1996 Award of Merit
Committee. Fach vear, Landmarks
recognizes individuals and organizations
who have made outstanding contribu-
tions to the preservation of Pittsburgh’s
historic architecture and increased
public knewledge of our heritage. The
Award of Merit Committee will meet in
June, so call us in the next month or so.
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Landmarks Assists Manchester, Hill District,

and Entrepreneurs Through Its Preservation Services

Diane I. Daniels

Manchester Receives $7.5
Million for Improved Public
Housing; Landmarks Provides
Technical Assistance for This
Initiative

The City of Pittsburgh has been awarded
a $7.5 million HOPE VI grant by the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development to upgrade public housing
and develop market-rate homes for
lower-income families in the historic
Manchester community. “In terms

of drama,” said Arthur P. Ziegler, JIr.,
*this is the most promising neighbor-
hood plan for Manchester since the
initial restoration effort in the 1960s.”

The federal funds will be used over a
three-year period to deniolish severely
blighted low-rise public housing units,
purchase and restore some Section-8
properties, and construct affordable
rental units for local public-housing
residents. The newly constructed units
will be designed to be in keeping with
the character of the neighborhood.

The Manchester Citizens Corporation
(MCCQC), the area’s anchor community
development group, was resporsibie for
writing the proposal for the competitive
arant. Howard B. Slaughter, Jr., director
of preservation services at Landmarks,
provided technical assistance to the
MCC staff in writing and preparing the
basic grant proposal.

In October, Mayor Tom Murphy,
Housing Authority executive director
Stanley Lowe, Rhonda Brandon of
Manchester Citizens Corporation,
Howard, and other local representatives
went to Washington, D.C. to receive the
grant. Pittsburgh was one of five cities
to be selected for the HOPE VI funding.
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Above: Public housing in Manchester,
scheduled for demolition.

Left: Accepting the $7.5 million

Hope VI grant in Washington, D.C.,
are: (front row) Diane Henderson of
the Pittsburgh Housing Authority and
Rhonda Brandon, Betty June Ralph,
and Arthur Ralph of Manchester
Citizens Corporation; (back row)
Stanley Lowe, executive director of the
Pittsburgh Housing Authority; HUD
secretary Henry Cisneros; Chris Shea
of the City of Pittsburgh; Howard B.
Slaughter, Jr. of Landmarks; and
Mayor Tom Murphy.

Below: New public housing units in
Manchester will be designed to be in
keeping with the historic character of
the neighborhood, similar to these now

on Liverpool Streer.
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Hill District Benefits from
Preservation I.oan Fund

A $99.000 loan was made to the Hill
Community Development Corporation
from Landmarks’ Preservation Loan
Fund in September 1995. The loan was
used to acquire the New Granada
Theater, located in the 2000 block of
Centre Avenue.

Built in 1927 as the Pythian Temple,
the New Granada Theater will soon be
utilized as a multi-cultural arts and
entertainment center.

Elbert S. Hatley, executive director
of the Hili CDC, said that as a result
of the loan from Landmarks, the Hill
CDC was in a much stronger position
to negotiate with private sources for the
development of the theater. The total
project is expected to take $7.5to $10
million to develop and will generate
numerous jobs.

*Without the support and assistance
of Howard Slaughter and Landmarks,
we would not be able to do anything
with the building. The New Granada
Theater has historical significance to
not only African Americans in the
community, but to many city residents
and people throughout the region,”
said Mr. Hatley.

o

In November 1995, Landmarks and
the Community Development Lending
Group aepproved the first loan through
the “Working in Neighborhoods”
initiative. Nancy Eshelman, shown
here with Howard Sleughter, is reno-
vating a three-story brick house of
about 1845 at 2119 Sarah Street on the
South Side, with a $50,000 loan from
“WIN.” She plans to open her bed-and-
breckfast business, The Morning Glory
Inn, in February.

Nancy mentioned that she has
recetved “tremendous support from
the South Side business community.”
She heard about the “WIN™ program
Jrom a banker at the United American
Savings Bank on the South Side
and contacted Howard Slaughter
immediately.

Photo by Bill Rydberg, PIIOTON

Landmarks and Local Savings
Banks Announce “WIN”
Initiative

On September 6, 1993, Landmarks and
officials from 11 local savings banks
announced an economic development
initiative to provide loans to small busi-
nesses located in low- and moderate-
income or historic neighborhoods
throughout Allegheny County. The
initiative, called “WIN” (“Working in
Neighborhoods™), provides loans up to
$75,000 per applicant with a maximum
loan term of 15 years.

The initiative is a collaborative effort
between Landmarks and the Community
Development Lending Group, a partner-
ship of 11 local savings banks:

Keystone State Savings Bank
Laure! Savings Bank

Mt. Troy Savings Bank
Permwood Savings Bank
Pittsburgh Home Savings Bank
Sewickley Savings Bank
Spring Hill Savings Bank
Stanton Federal Savings Bank
Troy Hill Federal Savings Bank
West View Savings Bank
Workingmens Savings Bank

Since the announcement of the pro-
gram last September, Howard B.
Slaughter, Jr., director of preservation
services at Landmarks, has received
more than 43 loan inquiries. “We are
very excited by the initial response,”
said Howard, “A neighborhood without

New Granada Theater in the Hill District

Above: Guests at the September 6
press conference announcing the
“WIN” initiative.

businesses is truly not a neighborhood.
“WIN’ will help revitalize our economy
by encouraging entrepreneurss 1o
renovate historic buildings for business
purposes. As a result, new businesses
will provide jobs and services for the
neighborhood.”

Please call Howard at (412) 471-3808
if you are interested in learning more
about the “WIN” initiative.

Representatives of the Community Development Lending Group

National City Corp.
Affirms Commitment to

Local Neighborhoods

Stanlev Lowe, first representative of the
Pittsburgh Community Reinvestment
Group and other PCRG members, Mayor
Tom Murphy, Gayland B. Cook, commu-
nity bank president of Integra, Pittsburgh,
and the Pitishurgh History & Landmarks
Foundation were instrumental in convine-
ing Integra’s new owner, National City
Corp., to agree 1o make at least §1.67 bil-
lion in loans and grants to Pittsburgh
neighborhoods through the year 2000,
inchuding low- and moderate-income
neighborhoods and residents, and minor-
ity and women-owned businesses. As a
result, National City Corp. will create a
meaningful volume of residential mort-
gages and home improvement and small
business toans in Pitishurgh neighbor-
hoods. This pledge continues and
increases the original lending commit-
ment made by Integra in 1988, and will
greatly help revitalize city neighhorhoods.

Technical Assistance Valuable
to CCAC Stadents

How to prepare for meaningful employ-
ment was the topic of conversation during
a presenlation made by Howard B.
Slaughter, Jr. on October 20, 1995 to
17 participants in the Community College
of Allegheny County’s Job Readiness
Training Program.

“The information Howard provided
to the students was invaluable,” said
Jim Rawls, retention coordinator of the
program. “His presentation was so real,
which makes one face the realities of the
job-hunting experience.”

New Leadership Initiates
Changes at Neighborheod
Housing Services, Inc.
Through the leadership of board chair-
man Howard B. Slaughter, Ir., other key
board members, and executive director
Dr. Harry . Clark, Neighborhood
Housing Services (NHS) has restructured
its organization, expanded its Board of
Directors, focused its mission, and estab-
lished new headquarters at 901 Western
Avenue on the North Side. Dr. Clark
brings vast educational experience to
kis job: during the past 30 vears, he has
worked as a teacher,  wmsmcns:
administratar,
national consultani,
and lecturer; he

also founded Pitts-
burgh’s Creative and
Performing Arts
High Scheol located
in Homewood. As
director of preserva-
tion services at
Landmarks, Howard
Slaughter brings
considerable knowl}-
edge of the neighbor-
hoods and lending community to his
work at NHS.

Neighborhood Housing Services
addresses the needs of low- and moder-
ate-income residents who wish to become
homeowners. NHS has created an educa-
tional program that helps clients under-
stand the process involved in buving a
home. Mark Stroup, NHS's homebuyer
developer, receives numerous calls each
day regarding home ownership. The
Neighborheod Reinvestment Corporation
granted 520,000 in 1995 1o NHS for its
neighborhood revitalization activities.

Dorothy Richardson, a resident of the
North Side, founded the first NHS in the
country in Pittsbusrgh, in 1968. Now,
more than 600 NHS’s across the country
assist low- and moderate-income families
in buying, maintaining, or repairing their
homes. Howard Slaughter considers NHS
“an important resource in the city, provid-
ing educational assistance to many indi-
viduals and stabilizing local communities
through affordable housing initiatives.”

Mark Stroup,
left, and
Dr. Harry Clark
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Program Priorities
in the New Year

{Continued from page I)

upon request, membership tours and
special events, adult education classes,
teacher inservices, and various school
programs such as “Architecture: The
Building Art,” “Portable Pittsburgh,”
“Downtown Dragons,”” and the
“Architectural Apprenticeship.”

Margaret Henderson Floyd (author
of Architecture after Richardson;
University of Chicago Press/
Landmarks, 1994) plans to come to
Pittsburgh to jead a membership tour
of libraries and homes designed by
Longfeliow, Alden & Harlow.
{Landmarks trustee Phil Hallen has
volunteered to lead interested members
on a weekend tour to Buffalo. We also
are exploring the possibility of travel-
ing to Middleton Place and Drayton
Hall in Charleston, and locally touring
historic gardens, the South Side neigh-
borhood, and ethnic churches.

Much of our energy will be
devoted to publishing a new edition
of Landmark Architecture: Pittshurgh
and Allegheny County by Walter C.
Kidney. Originally published in 19835,
Landmark Architecture has been out of
print for several years now but is still
much in demand. Many new photos
were commissioned last October, and
Walter has updated the essay and is in
the process of writing new entries for
the guide section. If all goes well, we
will release the new casebound edition
in September. It will be dedicated in
memory of Barbara Drew Hoffstot, a
founding trustee and vice-chairman of
Landmarks for 30 years.

“Woodyville,” the
Neville House

Make a point of visiting the Neville
House in 1996 if you have not yet seen
the wood-frame “mansion” that has
survived for more than 200 years along
what is now Route 50 in Collier
Township. Landmarks will continue

to make physical improvements to

the house (a foundation needs to be
installed under the rear section of the
house and an HVAC system needs to
be installed in the house), and work
will progress on landscaping the two-
and a-half-acre property in keeping
with its historic character. This is the
only historic property owned by
Landmarks, and it is operated on a
daily basis by the Neville House
Auxiliary.

All the Rest

‘We will continue to encourage people
and businesses to become members of
Landmarks, and we will acknowledge
the accomplishments of others through
our Award of Merit and Historic
Landmark plaque programs. The
James D. Van Trump Library (located
on the fourth floor of The Landmarks
Building at Station Square) is open

to members during the week from
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., by appoint-
ment. Members are invited o schedule
a time to browse through our collec-
tions of books and reference materials.

We look forward to the
challenges of the new year and
welcome any suggestions or
comments from our members.

You may reach staff members by
calling (412) 471-5808.

Education News

A New Guide to Twentieth
Century Architecture:

A List of Pittsburgh and
Allegheny County Buildings
and Architects 19501996

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation, 1995

Increasing requests from visitors to

see and learn about Pittsburgh’s late-
twentieth century buildings inspired

the compilation and publication of an
annotated directory of selected buildings
erected since 1950 in Pittsburgh and
Allegheny County.

The 18-page booklet, containing
almost 100 individual structures
designed by over 30 architectural firms,
was prepared by Al Tannles, historical
collections director at Landmarks.
Buildings were included if the architect/
firm is well-known, the architect’s work
has had a significant impact on the
region, and the building is conspicu-
ously sited.

Steinberg residence, Cornelia and
Peter Berndtson

Although the focus of the booklet is
Allegheny County, principal late-twen-
tieth-century buildings in neighboring
counties are listed. The booklet is pri-
marily restricted to constructed original
designs; thus projects (with the excep-
tion of Philip Johnson’s College of Fine
Arts at Seton Hill College designed in
1992) and renovations are not included,
nor are interiors, with the exception of
Frank Lloyd Wright’s San Francisco
Field Office.

There are a bibliography and indices
to buildings and to architects. The book-
let has been designed so that new infor-
mation can be readily incorporated,
Copies are available at The Landmarks
Store priced at $2.00 each.

Welcome New Docents

Landmarks’ education staff is very
pleased to welcome six new docents
who will be presenting the “Portable
Pittsburgh” school out-reach program
this year. We congratulate Barbara
Brandes, Josephine Brittain, Amy
Schulman, Phyllis Sechrist, Barbara
Stali, and Tim Sullivan for completing
their training course.

With their participation, Landmarks
now has 18 “Portable Pittsburgh”
docents. Together, they will take on the
challenge of visiting more than 50
schools and community groups this year,
informing over 2,000 people about
Pittsburgh’s history.

21 High School

Students Participate in
Landmarks’ Architectural
Apprenticeship

On January 24, area high school
students who are interested in finding
out more about the architectural profes-
sion will meet for the fourth session of
Landmarks’ 1995-96 “Architectural
Apprenticeship.” They will spend the
day at Camegie Mellon University,
learning about its admissions procedure
and standards, talking with students, and
touring the Architecture Department.
The day-and the five-session course—
are designed to help students decide if
they really want to pursue a career in
architecture.

Since 1983, Landmarks has been
offering the “Architectural Apprentice-
ship” through the Gifted and Talented
Education Program of the Allegheny
Intermediate Unit. David Roth of The
Downtown Design Company is teaching
the Apprenticeship for Landmarks.

Last November and December, stu-
dents toured Station Square, downtown
Pittsburgh, and four architectural firms.
In February, they will tour The Carnegie
and The Heinz Architectural Center.

Dollar Bank Underwrites
Timeline of Local African-
American History

The Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation thanks Dotlar Bank for con-
tributing funds to support the writing,
design, and printing of a timeline of
important events in local African-
American history. Copies have been
given to the Board of Education for the
Pittsburgh Public Schools and to the
Allegheny Intermediate Unit for distrib-
ution to teachers during Black History
Month in February. The timeline is
intended to stimulate student research
and class discussion.

Eliza Smith Brown of Brown Carlisle
& Associates wrote the timeline, based
in part on A Legacy in Bricks and
Mortar: African-American Landmarks
in Allegheny County (Landmarks, 1995),
Landmarks is very grateful to Laurence
A. Glasco and Frank E. Bolden for
reviewing the timeline information.

Any teacher interested in obtaining
a free copy of the African-American
timeline for school use may call
Mary Ann Eubanks at (412} 471-5808.
Limited free copies are available.

Member Schools Benefit from
Landmarks’ Educational
Resources
Membership in Landmarks gives
tremendous benefits to schools that take
advantage of the many programs offered
through our education department.
Currently, there are 40 member schools
(or districts} that receive discounts on
“Portable Pittsburgh,” “Downtown
Dragons,” and the “Architecture:
The Building Art” exhibit. These
schools also receive free use of more
than a dozen slide shows created by
Landmarks featuring Pittsburgh’s
history and architecture.
Winchester-Thurston has been a
member for the past six years. Each
year, the teachers at both campuses
have used our programs to enhance
their curricula at very little cost, To
discover the benefits of membership for
your school, please call Mary Lu Denny
at (412) 471-5808.

We are pleased to acknowledge the
following academic organizations as
members:

Allegheny Valley School District-—
Coifax Upper Elementary School
Bishop McBowell School
California University of Pennsyivania
Canevin High School
Camnegie Mellon University
Community College of Allegheny County
Ellis School
Forbes Elementary School
Fox Chapel Area High School—
QUEST Department
Fox Chapel Country Day School
Franklin Elementary School
Gateway Middle School
Hopewell Elementary Schoot
Independence Middle School
Ingomar Elementary School
LaRoche College
Mt. Lebanon Schoot District
Nativity School
North Allegheny School District:
Hosack Elementary Schoot
Northgate School District—
Avalon Elementary School
O Hara Elementary School
Our Lady of Sacred Heart High School
Peebles Elementary School
Pennsylvania State Educational Association
Perrysville School
Pittsburgh Technical Institute
Pleasant Hills Middle School
Pleasant View Elementary School
Praise Christian Academy
Quaker Valley High School
St. Bede School
St. Edmund’s Academy
St. Maurice School
St. Vincent College
Shadyside Academy Junior Scheol
South Fayette Township High School
South Side Area Elementary School
University of Pitsburgh
Westminster College
Winchester-Tharston School

Spring Classes: Call for Details

Calt Mary Ann Evubanks at

{412) 471-5808 if you would like
information on any of Landmarks’
Spring classes:

« Gardens Under Glass
March 28 and 30
{AR adult education class offered
through Pitt’s Informal Program)

« Exploring Your City
Monday evenings,
April 1, 15,22, and 29
(A teacher inservice ¢lass offered by
Landmarks through the Allegheny
Intermediate Unit)

» Exploring the Interior Architecture
of Downtown Landmarks
April 18 and 20
{(Also offered through Pitt’s
Informal Program)

THE SOCIETY FOR
THE PRESERVATION OF

THE
DUQUESNE INCLINE

Dedicated to the preservation of
that which cannot be replaced

For a membership
please phone 381-1665
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Upper St. Clair High School
Students Tour the Hill District

To sum it all up, this tour really
brought me in fouch with history,
both the concrete aspect and the
living, breathing aspect.
—Andy Davis

Looking back, I feel fortunate to
have been given the opportunity to not
only clear up my misconceptions
concerning the Hill District, but at the
same time to have fun learning.
—Matt Boss

-1t was definitely more worthwhile
than sleeping in...
—Mary Hindman

For the first time, Upper St. Clair School
District teachers are offering extra-
curricular programs to give students an
opportumty to extend their leamning
experience beyond the confines of the
traditional classroom. The first of the
new “Academy Programs” was offered
to 15 students on October 28, 1993,
through the leadership of District
Superintendent William Pope.

Using the recently published A
Legacy in Bricks and Mortar: African-
American Landmarks in Allegheny
County as a text, students read about the
history and achievements of the African-
American community in Pittsburgh.
After viewing the WQED video “Wylie
Avenue Days,” they traveled by bus to
the Hill District where Mary Ann
Eubanks, education coordinator for

Landmarks, led them on a neighborhood
walking tour, Susan Stoker, an intern
with the Hill Community Development
Corporation, and Tanya Payne of
Councilman Sala Udin’s office, dis-
cassed current plans to revitalize the
Hill District. Students then dined at the
justly famous Crawford Grill, where
some of the best known jazz musicians
played in the 1940s and 1950s. The
grande finale of the tour was an “awe-
some” tap-dancing demonstration by
octogenarian Henry Belcher.

Through this program Upper St. Clair
High Schoo! students were introduced to
a city neighborhood rich in history and
architecture. They became aware of the
challenges facing the neighborhood
today and gained respect for the local
residents who are working to improve
their community. The students were
asked to write about the tour and their
experiences, once they returned home,
and we are pleased to reprint here Ariel
Paredes’ essay.

My Trip to the Hill District

A couple of weeks ago a few other
classmates and I decided to take a
volunteer trip down to the Hill District,
none of us really knowing what to éxpect
or what it would be like. A few parents
told their kids “to be careful on those
rowugh streets, because there are drive-by
shootings, gang members, and drugs
being sold on every corner” don’t
think that any of us were that naive, but
a few were dubious. I go to church there
at Saint Benedict the Moor and thought
that I was pretty aware of everything
and the culture, but to my surprise I
knew almost nothing. We arrived there
at about eleven in the morning and
everything was just as regular as any
other place. The streets were clean,
there were kids out on the sidewalks
playing, and there was going to be a
Halloween parade that day, and you
could just feel the excitement in the air.
We took a guided tour through the
streets and saw famous landmarks that
you could only imagine in their prime.
There was one place that particularly
caught my attention. It was called the
Granada. It was Pitisburgh’s version of
the Apollo where all the jazz greats and
the singers and many other prodigious
people performed. It still had its beauty
and sense of belonging. They are irying
to rebuild the Hill and make it a place
you would want to go. They are still
taking those baby steps, but thar is
where it all begins. We went to another
landmark which ended up being my
church, St. Benedict the Moor. It was
great to see people’s faces when they
entered the church and commented on
how beautiful it was.
It gave me a sense of
pride, to be able to
say that “this is my
church.”

1 did find out some-
thing that was very
sad that I never knew
before: that the Civic
Arena represents the
downfall to a once
lively generation.
For it to be built, they
tore down numerous
houses and places
that were important
to people. It might have raken down a
best friend’s house or store they had
spent their hard earned money io build.
It gave people a loss of hope, and their
struggle to build was for nothing. That
was many years ago, but now they are
making that leap to make the Hill what i
used to be.

The last thing that we did on our
agenda was to stop at the Crawford
Grill. That was exciting and new. We
were in the place of many jazz greats.
We ate and felt thar we had one full
invigorating day when Dr. Pope said he
had one surprise stifl left for us. A man
by the name of Henry Belcher was one
of the Hill's greatest artists. Not in
music, but in tap dancing. He was 85
and danced as though he was 25. He
was spectacular. There are no words to
describe a man of this talent. I had
the biggest grin on my face while he
performed that I couldn’t seem to
wipe it off. I was sad o see our day
end but as the saying goes, “All good
things must come to an end.” I hope to
be able to enlighten other people about
our trip and to take away misconstrued
ideas and prejudices. It was a journey
and an experience we all needed to take
and will guide us all the way through
our lives.

—Ariel Paredes

Visiting Pitisburgh

Albert M, Tannler

Thank you for the fascinating tour of
Pistsburgh architecture, which you
gave for members of the Guggenheim.
We enjoved it very much, and certainly
would never have seen so many of
Pritsburgh'’s architectural treasures
on our own.

Susan Madden

Manager of Membership Programs
Guggenheim Museum

Although a lxterary critic once observed
that “nothing is harder to sustain than a
bad reputation™-he was speaking inci-
dentally about a person not a place—
established preconceptions die hard. In
spite of recent positive press, Pittsburgh
is as yet a largely unknown destina-
tign——one still burdened with outdated
images of industrial ugliness—and the
city’s natural beauty and fine architec-
tare are not well known. Visitors usually
visit because we are the closest metro-
politan area on the way to Fallingwater
or because an event of some repute—
such as The 1995 Carnegie Interna-
tional—is scheduled. One organization
that visited the city last year periodically
holds five-day seminars in major
American cities. When the 1995 trip—
the first to Pittsburgh—was announced,
I was told that disappointment or at most
polite curiosity rather than enthusiasm
greeted the news.

Since 1 first participated in a Pitts-
burgh architectural tour in the Fall of
1992, T have seen a typical pattern
emerge: visitors arrive with an initial
skepticism, are surprised and impressed
with what they see and experience, and
leave delighted that they came.

In the Spring and Fall of 1995, 1
presented five specially designed Piits-
burgh architecture tours for visiting
groups with particular interests and—
as always—tight schedules. Each tour
was closely planned with the client.
What buildings did they want to see?
Which specific architects or architec-
tural styles?

In most cases, potential visitors know
little about Pittsburgh architecture, with
the possible exception of the Allegheny
County Courthouse and Jail, and need
guidance in determining places to visit,
Each tour includes visits to appropriate
private as well as public spaces.
Convincing visitors that two hours is not
enough time to see all of Pittsburgh’s
architectural treasures remains a con-
stant task, as is developing a tour route
that links principal sites within the
alloted time frame. Ini all cases, how-
eVer, Our Visitors see a range of the city’s
significant buildings while visiting indi-
vidual structures that will particularly
interest them.

On April 29, 1995, we presented a
three-hour bus and walking tour of
Pitesburgh architecture for students from
Sotheby’s in New York as part of a five-
day intensive study/field trip to view
public and private art collections and
buildings. The focus of this tour was a
general overview of regional architec-
ture from John Chislett’s surviving
Greek Revival buildings to the skyscrap-
ers of the mid-1980s. On September 15,
we were visited by a group of Wisconsin
Art Museum members. Their three-hour
tour included visits to buildings
designed by Kiehne! & Elliot and
Frederick G. Scheibler, Jr.—local archi-
tects whose work was related to the mid-
western “Prairie School.” On October
16, we focused on the twentieth century
with members of the Guggenheim
Museum; visits {o houses designed by

Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer and
Comelia and Peter Berndtson were
Jjudged outstanding {as was the view of
the city from Mt. Washington at the
tour’s conclusion). November 3 saw a
group of Williams College alumni brav-
ing cold and windy weather for a two-
hour walking tour of downtowsi. This
tour was planned to accommeodate
wheelchairs, and highlights included
visits to the restored courtroom in the
Allegheny County Courthouse and the
lobby of the Art DPeco Koppers Building.
Finally, on November 11, Landmarks
assisted the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust
with a two-hour bus and walking tour of
the Cultural District and downtown

The lobby of the Allegheny
County Courthouse

architecture with special attention to
pubiic art. Carol Brown and I led a
group of enthusiastic art lovers and very
good sports from the Art Table organiza-
tion of New York on a tour that began in
drizzle and ended in torrential winds and
downpour.

Whatever their reasons for visiting or
passing through Pietsburgh, once our
visitors are here and experience the exte-
rior and interior spiendor of buildings
well-made H often overlooked, standing
in the midst of unexpected natural
beauty, most agree with the sentiments
expressed by a visitor after touring
the city with Landmarks in 1993:
“everyone...has a feeling of pride that
they have discovered a wonderfully kept
secret——Pittsburgh! We've all taken it to
our hearts.”

LANDMARKS has been con-
ducting membership tours of
Pittsburgh architecture within
Pitisburgh and Allegheny County
since 1965; today, such tours are
presented at intervals from March
through December. In addition to
the regularly scheduled tours,
Landmarks prepares special tours
in response to requests from out-
of-town visitors or private groups
in Pittsburgh. For information
about Landmarks’ tours,

contact Mary Lu Denny at
(412) 471-5808.

Photo by Clyde Hare
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“The vision, the
determination, and
the originality of the
way your organization
operates was a mind-

opener.”

—an excerpt from a letter from Renee
Levine, dean of continuing studies in the
College of Art at Maryland Institute, to
Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr., president of
Landmarks. Mr. Ziegler spoke at the
“Rethinking the City” conference in
Baltimore on November 10.

Looking

Louise Sturgess

Master of Public Management Program
from the H. John Heinz HI School of
Public Policy and Management.

With the pressures of daily work

alweays moving us forward, its a

luxury to be able to take a moment Landmarks also received awards for

several books and brochures:

to think back over the year and = Architecture after Richardson by
Margaret Henderson Floyd (University
of Chicago Press/Landmarks, 1994)
received a “Citation for Excellence in
International Architecture Book
Publishing” in the category of
“History.” The award was presented by
The American Institute of Architects on

June 20, 1995 in New York City.

Clyde Hare's Pitisburgh: Four Decades
of Pittsburgh, Frozen in Light
(Landmarks, 1994) was selected to
appear in PRINT’s 1995 “Regional
Design Annual” and was awarded a
“Certificate of Design Excellence.”
PRINT is America’s Graphic Design
magazine.

The photographic book also won
acceptance into the 1995 AIGA/Pgh
Communications Show, opening on
January 16, 1996 at the PPG
Wintergarden; Clvde Hare's Pittshurgh
was awarded a “Certificate of
Excellence.”

reflect on the accomplishments and
influence of our organization.
1995 was a successful year for
Landmarks, with the following

accomplishments to report.

Recognition and Awards

Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr., Walter C. Kidney,
and Howard B, Slaughter, Jr. each
received awards in 1995,

» On November 2, in Washington, Arthur
received a Special National Recogni-
tion award from Partners for Livable
Communities for “leadership on com-
munity livability.” He was recognized
“for work as a preservationist for all
peaple.”

« On October 6, Walter was named the
recipient of Preservation Pittsburgh’s
James D. Van Trump Award “in recog-
nition of his contributions [as an archi-
tectural historian and author] which
have enriched and preserved the life
of the region and the lives of all who
view it.”

A Legacy in Bricks and Mortar:
African-American Landmarks in
Allegherny County (Landmarks, 1993)
was recognized in the 30th Annual
Exhibition of Western Pennsylvania
Printing (held in Pittsburgh on January
9, 1996} as the “Best of Category”
winner for paper-bound bocks of three
or fewer colors. Landmarks’ member-
ship brochure, membership folder, and
Preservation Loan Fund brochure ail
received honorable mentions.

On October 12, Howard was recog-
nized in Pittsburgh during the 1995
Black Achievers Award luncheon,
sponsored by Black Opinion magazine.
Vanessa Pressley Larson, training
director and CRA officer of NorthSide
Bank, nominated Howard for “his dedi-
cation, commitment, and leadership in
the community.”

Preservation Advocacy

Howard B. Slaughter, Jr., director of
Preservation Services at Landmarks,
reports on the accomplishments of the
Preservation Loan Fund, “Working in
Neighborhoods™ program, and Historic
Religious Properties Initiative in his
column on page 9. In addition, we con-
tinued to promote the preservation of

On December 7, Howard was one of
seven individuals recogaized by Project
“007, Inc. during its Community
Impact Awards Dinner.

* On December 21, Howard graduated
from Camegie Mellon University’s

A view from Station Square: looking toward Firstside, downtown.

Back on 1995

historic Allegheny County architecture
and built amenities. Landmarks was
involved in the following issues in 1995:

We testified before the Pittsburgh City
Council in favor of designating
“Sunnyledge,” the Mamaux building,
and the Sellers house as City Historic
Structures, and Alpha Terrace as a City
Historic District. We also testified before
the City of Pittsburgh City Planning
Commission and Historic Review
Commission on structures nominated for
City designation. :

Through newsletter articles we
attempted to assist those who sought a
suitable place at Carnegie Mellon
University to display the bow ormnament
of the armored cruiser Pennsylvania,
long borrowed from the Navy and now
threatened with an obscure position on
top of the new Roberts Hall. We offered
the Borough of Sewickley advice on its
historic district zoning and advocacy in
opposition to a weakening of the present
ordinance. We continued to question the
need for a new bridge for the airport
busway that would cross Station Square,
while also being involved in design dis-
cussions for that bridge. We praised the
reopening of the Smithfield Street
Bridge, now renovated and handsomety
lighted, but expressed some dissatisfac-
tion in regard to the final paint colors.
We published our feelings on the pro-
posed redesign of Grandview Avenue,
Station Square’s uphill neighbor that is a
regional amenity. We also published an
extensive critique of the proposed adap-
tation of H. H. Richardson’s Jail as a
family and juvenile court building.

We have sought ways of applying the
federal “Scenic Byways” program to
historic local roads; helped the Oliver
Milier Homestead Association in raising
funds for that historic structure in South
Park; and attended and publicized the
Earth Day event at the Rachel Carson
Homestead on April 20, when Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt spoke.

Throughout the year, we offered
considered, timely, respected opinions
On many preservation matters,

Station Square

Under our contract with the buyers of
Station Square, we continued to oversee
daily operations and consult about future
developrnent. With the reopening of the
Smithfield Street Bridge, new tenants
came to Station Square, and office occu-
pancy is now about 95%. Gardens were
re-created in the area disrupted by work
on the Smithfield Street Bridge; several
artifacts were given by Quaker State for
the historic oil installation on the
Riverwalk; a handsome plaque describ-
ing the blowing engine was installed; the
west lot was paved and fenced; and the
tent and amphitheater were enlarged. A
new roof was completed for the Freight
House, appropriate to and handsome for
the building. Woodson’s All-Star Grille
opened, and is a major draw for dining.
Louise Child Care expanded its space
and its services to the community. The
Sheraton Hotel, Gateway Clipper, and
Grand Concourse remained strong
anchor attractions.

Historic Parks and Gardens

After one year of the Historic Parks and
Gardens Survey in Allegheny County,
project consultant Barry Hannegan has
discovered that Pittsburgh was a very
important element in our national history
of landscape architecture and ornamental
horticulture. He has found reference
materials documenting the careers of
well-known horticuiturists such as
William Falconer, and lesser-known but
very important designess such as Laura
Goldsimith. He has identified nearly 300
sites of historical significance in
Pittsburgh and the county. Most of these
were private gardens. Of these only a
handful have survived into the present,
and even in these survivors there are
usually fosses of significant, distin-
guishing features.

Barry has discovered exceptionally
rich references documenting the devel-
opment of West End Park in the early
years of this century, and a private reli-
gious garden on a Pittsburgh hillside. On

Phata by Clyde Hare
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one occasion, a complete stranger came
forward with essential historical informa-
tion; on another occasion, an enthusiastic
owner led Barry on a guided tour of a
superb restored garden in Shadyside.

He has found, however, that these
positive events and positive results pale
beside the dismaying evidence of what is
nearly the compiete loss of our garden
and landscape design heritage. Some-
where around 1930, the noon-day
brilliance of Pittsburgh’s Renaissance
incinerated buildings and gardens alike.
Unlike Landmarks’ earlier, pioneering
survey of the county’s architecture, the
landscape survey seeks to recover traces
of what is gone as well, and in so doing,
it at times evokes the poignancy of a
desiccated flower found pressed between
the pages of a yellowed diary.

“Weoodville,” the Neville
House

Perhaps prompted in part by the Historic
Parks and Gardens Survey, we turned
our attention to improving the grounds of
the Neville House, a National Historic
Landmark in Collier Township owned
by Landmarks since 1976, Thanksto a
$75.000 grant from the Mary McCune
Edwards Foundation Fund, a gravel
parking tot was created in the Spring and
a border of plants and trees was planted
along the parking lot edge in the Fall.

In addition, Landmarks allocated
$50,000 in 1995 to the Neville House of
c. 1785 so that:

+ the sewer line could be replaced;

» a new two-inch water line could be
installed from the street to the house
and underground service provided to
the caretaker’s house;

= a sprinkler, security, and fire alarm
systern could be installed; and

+ an ADA ramp and accessible restroom
could be designed.

The Neville House Advisory Commit-
tee, Allegheny County Committee of the
National Society of Colonial Dames of
America, Garden Club of Allegheny
County, and Hillcrest Garden Club con-
tinued to work with Landmarks and the
Neviile House Auxiliary on these and
other improvements, providing financial
support and volunteer expertise. We are
most grateful to have their continuing
involvement.

Education

We informed more than 10,000 people
about the history and architecture of the
Pittsburgh region through our tours,
education programs, and publications.

A participant on one of our tours in 1995
wrote: “They [the two docents] were a
great team: enthusiastic, knowledgeable,
and amiable.” After attending the
“Downtown Dragons™ walking tour, a
third-grade student wrote: “We noticed
the Pittsburgh seal and a carving of a
little man in a coal mine [on the Smith-
field Street Bridge].” Another student
added: “People usually don’t notice all
these beautiful things. But I did!” A high-
school student in our “Architectural
Apprenticeship” program said, “The
class was a whole new experience. It
opened my eyes and strengthened my
abilifies.” A teacher who participated in
one of our inservices commented: “The
information, walking tours, and guest
speakers were excellent and appropri-
ate.” And another teacher wrote: “I
gained an appreciation for the older
inner-city neighborhoods.”

We created a new school program last
year, “The 30-Minute Kennywood
Architect,” introducing students to the
architecture and history of Kennywood,
a National Historic Landmark. We also
were invited for the first time by Barnes

& Noble Book Store in Squirre] Hill to
present several educational programs to
children. “Portable Pittsburgh” remained
our most popuiar education program,
Our docents and stafl presented about
150 sessions to more than 50 schools
and community groups, reaching over
3,000 people.

Our staff organized many successful
membership tours, including visits to
Stratford Hall, Virginia; Cambridge
Springs, Pennsylvania; and Cleveland,
Ohio. Locally, we toured Kennywood
Park, the Smithfield Street Bridge,

H. H. Richardson’s Courthouse and Jail,
Neville House and Old St. Luke’s. We
continued to host out-of-town groups
(see Al Tannler’s article on page 7), and
assisted with several conferences.

We published A Legacy in Bricks and
Mortar: African-American Landmarks in
Allegheny County, as well as a timeline
of key events in African-American
history, and A List of Pittsburgh and
Allegheny County Buildings and
Architects 1950-1996. We began work
on the new edition of Landmark
Architecture: Pittsburgh and Allegheny
County, which we hope to publish
this fall.

It was a busy and rewarding year,
thanks to the efforts of our staff, instruc-
tors, and loyal docents.

Library

The death last June of James D. Van
Trump, whose book collection is the core
of Landmarks’ library and in whose
honor the library is named, had repercus-
sions for library activities and collec-
tions. Al Tannler prepared an inventory
of books, artwork, and furniture belong-
ing to Jamie, some of which will be
placed in the library, after his estate has
been settled, as a memorial to his mother.
Letters Jamie wrote to architectural his-
torian James F. O’ Gorman were donated
to the library by Professor O’Gorman.

The book collection is now arranged
by subject. Each subject section has been
labeted and the sections of books on gen-
eral reference, historic preservation, and
urban studies were weeded and given
some internal order. New shelving was
acquired to hold our Pittsburgh and
Allegheny City directories. Inventories
were prepared for some of the more
important books and joumnals: the collec-
tion of plat books and insurance maps,
Charette, and PHLF News.

Inventories were prepared for collec-
tions of papers including Landmarks’
administrative files; Charette editorial
files; papers relating to Phipps
Conservatory preservation efforts; forms
and correspondence documenting
Landmarks’ historic plaque designations,
easements, and National Register nomi-
nations. Older inventories to the post
card collection and our files on historic
preservation organizations, publications,
and issues were refined.

Major gifts 1o the library included the
African-American Historic Site Survey
Records and 100 books on regional
history and architecture from trustee
Evelyn Pearson in honor of Barbara
Drew Hoffstot, in addition to the Van
Trumyp iterns mentioned above.

Once again, much of the library’s
work was undertaken by volunteers and
by students from Duguesne University’s
M.A. program in archival studies.

Membership Support

More than 450 people and businesses
joined Landmarks in 1995, a number
well above annual figures from previous
years. This was due to a successful
membership campaign involving several
efforts. Members sent us the names and
addresses of their friends who might be
interested in joining, and hundreds of

people and businesses joined as a result.
We appreciated the assistance of Richard
Moe, president of the National Trust for
Historic Preservation, who wrote to Trust
members in this area, encouraging them
to join Landmarks. In one month alone,
6¢ new members joined. We also intro-
duced a special book promotion with
Clyde Hare’s Pittsburgh: anyone
purchasing the book between October
and December received a complimentary
membership in Landmarks.

As we begin the new vear, we encour-
age our new members to participate in
our tours, education programs, and
preservation initiatives—and to renew
their membership!

Our Trustees

Many of our trustees work on a daily
basis with staff members to ensure the
success of specific programs and to
advance the goals of our organization.
Richard M. Scaife chaired the Historic

Landmark Plague Committee in 1993;
Janet Taber chaired the Award of Merit
Commitiee; Anne Genter continued her
involvement with the Neville House; and
Phil Hallen brought in more new mem-
bers than any other person! Barbara
Rackoff, and her husband Raymond,
generously requested that their friends
contribute to Landmarks in celebration
of their fiftieth wedding anniversary.
Throughout the year, Dr. Albert C. Van
Dusen, chairman of Landmarks’ board,
graciously provided valuable leadership
and advice, and our chairman emeritus
Charles C. Arensberg continued to be
active on all fronts.

‘We thank all our trustees, staff
members, volunteers, and new and “old”
members for supporting Landmarks in
1995. Our membership forms a strong
collective voice for historic preservation
and enables Landmarks to create a future
for Pitisburgh by preserving i{s past.

Two Years Already, I Can’t Believe It!

Howard B. Slaughter, Jr.

Having left Dollar Bank for an interest-
ing career in historic preservation, I find
myself suddenly at the end of two

years with the Pittsburgh History &
I.andmarks Foundation, with a much
greater understanding of historic preser-
vation and appreciation for its value as a
means of economic development. Most
people don’t stop to realize that resioring
a bailding and adapting it for a new use
creates jobs, provides business opportu-
nities, adds to the stability of a neighbor-
hood, and often encourages further
restoration activity. The more initiatives
we develop to aid individuals and organi-
zations in the restoration of historic
structures, the better off our city and
region will be.

The most important new initiative
developed at Landmarks in 1995, com-
bining historic preservation and eco-
nomic development, was the “Working
in Neighborhoods™ (“WIN”} initiative.
This initiative provides opportunities for
small business entrepreneurs (o move
into historic buildings located in neigh-
borhoods that to some degree are dis-
tressed. “WIN” provides a maximum of
§75,000 per loan through a joint collabo-
rative effort with 11 local savings banks,
Within 30 days of the “WIN” press con-
ference, the “WIN” group aproved a loan
in the amount of $50,000 for a bed and
breakfast on the South Side, and three
other requests quickly followed. This
initiative will have a long lasting and far
reaching impact.

In 1995 we completed our pilot
program for the Historic Religious
Properties Initiative (HRPI). When
Landmarks launched this initiative, we
were inundated with requests from
churches and synagogues throughout the
city and county. Through the funding
support of the Allegheny Foundation,
Landmarks provided matching grants to
several churches that were in the process
of restoring their edifices. Roof slates
were replaced on one church. A deterio-
rated sidewalk was fixed at another and a
handicapped-accessible ramp was con-
structed. Another church used grant
funds to protect and insulate its stained-
glass windows; and louvered panels were
added to the towers of another church fo
prevent water leakage.

Many of these churches and syna-
gogues do more than just fulfill their
religious mission. They house and
support YWCA and YMCA programs,
headstast programs, food programs,
shelter programs, and other community
services. Religious structures add stabil-
ity to our neighborhoods. We will keep

the urgent needs of the many historic
religious property owners in mind as we
seek funding in the new year fora
permanent Historic Religious Properties
program.

The Preservation Loan Fund continues
to make loans to neighborhood organiza-
tions that propose feasible plans for
reusing historic structures. To choose just
one example, we extended a loan to the
Hill District Community Development
Corporation for the purchase and restora-
tion of the historic Granada Theater in
the Hill District, where Biily Eckstine,
George Benson, and many other leg-
endary jazz greats played. The need to
restore this historic site s paramount (o
the Hill District’s overall revitalization.
It will be a wonderful place for people to
visit once it is restored.

In addition o loans, we provided tech-
nical assistance in 1995. We assisted the
Manchester Citizens Corporation (MCC)
in its successful effort to secare $7.5 mil-
lion in federal funds. For the next three
years, public housing units from the
1950s will be demolished or renovated
and new housing units will be con-
structed in a style that complements the
historic character of the neighborhood.
Through this effort, the MCC will be
developing a new model for public hous-
ing that may be used on a national level.
We believe at Landmarks that technical
assistance is as important as financial
assistance,

Other involvement includes my
appoiniment to the Board of Directors
of the City of Pitisburgh Housing and
Development Corporation. Also, 1
became chairman of the board of direc-
tors of the Neighborhood Housing
Services of Pittsburgh, Inc., re-elected
for a second term as chairman of the
board of directors of the Comrmunity
Technical Assistance Center, and
appointed to the board of trustees of
the Camegie Library.

I want to share a personal experience
with you that occurred during my trip to
the 1995 National Trust for Historic
Preservation Conference in Dallas/Fort
Worth, Texas. I've never had an opportu-
nity to be on a ranch and had never met a
black cowboy. But there I was, sitting on
a ranch in the middle of Fort Worth,
Texas, with many other preservationists,
and all of us learned a lot about the
history of black cowboys.

So when we talk about impact,
diversity, and excitement, it’s all here
at the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation.
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Preservation Scene

Wood Street Buildings to Be
Demolished: More About Lazarus

In our last “Preservation Scene”
{October 1993), we nimbly altered
the printer’s proof at the moment when
the sales deal on the Farmers Deposit
National Bank seemed to have fallen
through, then observed Richard Penzer’s
decision to go through with the sale,
even as our prinier’s presses were -
ning on our behalf. The bank building,
Alden & Harlow beneath the sheet
metal, will come down this year. So
will all other
buildings on
the Wood Street
block front
shown here,
and buildings
along Oliver
Avenue and
Fifth Avenue
halfway up the
block. It appears
that clearance
will go up both
Avenues about
275 feet, taking everything visible in
these views of Oliver Avenue and
Fifth Avenue.

The building on Wood Sireet next
to the Farmers Bank building has a

Isometric of blast furnace No. 1,
Duguesne Works

The Lost
Furnaces at
Duquesne

In the little picture books of Pirtsburgh
and vicinity issued in the 1900s, in the
picture post cards of the time, the blast
furnaces and hot-air stoves of the
Duquesne Works were a standard item:
proud and tali, prestige itemns in a region
of heavy industry. On October 11, 1995
the last two of the furnaces were toppled
by explosives, lost in a grim sequence
that began in 1988 with the fall of the
gigantic Dorothy Six.

Though Duquesne’s mayor said, in
effect, Good riddance, the blast furnaces

terra-cotta front, damaged, in what is
Pittsburgh’s sole surviving example of
extravagant Gallic Art Nouveau.

The bank at Wood and Oliver, now
somewhat altered, was built in 1903 as
the Third National Bank, and is a
coltaboration of D. H. Bursgham & Co.
and Alden & Harlow. The bank was
characterized in Landmark Architecture:
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County (1985)
as a “dignified...essay in gray tones of
stone, terra cotta, and {now concealed}
Roman brick.”

The adjacent building on Oliver
Avenue is a refronting of Alden &
Harlow’s White Dog Cafe of 1902, an
extension of the Farmers Bank building.
Margaret Henderson Floyd describes the
White Dog Cafe in Architecture after
Richardson (University of Chicago/
Landmarks, 1994} as “jewellike™—"2a
blend of Japanese design, of Charles
Rennie Mackintosh and the English arts
and crafts movement.” Today, the exte-
rior has been altered beyond recognition.

Asthetically, losing yet more buildings
by architects of the stature of Daniel
Bumham and Alden & Harlow or,
anonymous though its designer is, the
very last local specimen of a major

Photos by Bill Rydberg, PAOTON

Top: Wood Street, looking up Oliver Avenue. Above: Wood Street, looking up
Fifth Avenue.

architectural style is a cause of great con-
cern, particularly when one does not
know what will replace them.
Economically, $77.4 million—3$47.9
of which is public funding—wili be
spent to—in effect—drastically reduce
the square footage of a store that once

The Duquesne Works in Aliquippa, PA, mid-twentieth century.

at Duquesne were once distinguished,
and steel men talked indeed of the
Duguesne Revolution, a rational, scien-
tific approach to overall works planning
and to the individual operations. The
improvement in blast-furnace practice
was conspicuous. Begirming in 1896,
two pairs of furnaces shared eight stoves
that were alternately “on gas,” heating
up, and “on blast,” losing the accumu-
lated heat to the air blast on its way to
the furnaces. In place of the brutal old
“top filling” method of charging a fur-

nace—having a man on top push a hand
barrow to the center, lift the lid, dump
the charge, and make a fast retreat before
the fumes got him—the new fumaces
had an airlock that opened automatically
when buckets of the charge arrived after
an ascent on an inclined plane. Cranes
and railroad cars fed components of the
charge—iron ore, limestone, and coke—
10 the stock house from which the “skip
buckets” rose. This mechanization per-
mitted furnace size to increase greatly.
Furthermore, the air-lock system allowed

filled Horne's (one of the few Pitisburgh
buildings designed by the Boston firm of
Peabody & Stearns) and relocate it. In
the process, architecturally significant
buildings, which could be restored ata
fraction of the cost, will be obliterated.

the flammable furnace gases to be
trapped off and burned as boiler or air-
stove fuel. Furnaces 1 to 4 at Duqguesne
were where these innovations either
were introduced or where they first came
together. What fell this past October,
then, were the last traces, though much
rebuilt over the years, of a technological
sensation of a century ago.
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Reid Fisher, a third-grade student at Markham Elementary School in
Mt. Lebanon, wrote this after participating in Landmarks’

“Douwntown Dragons” tour.

Smithfield Street Bridge:

the Paint Job

Evgéne-Emmanuel Viollet-le-Duc,
medievalist, proto-Modernist, and
“creative” restorer, once said, “To
restore a building is not to maintain it,
repair it, or rebuild It; it is to re-establish

it in a complete state that can never have
existed at any given moment.” This
sweeping remark invites skepticism, but
it does appear to cover the recent paini-
ing of the Smithfield Street Bridge, in
which academic rather than aesthetic
conditions prevailed. The original main-
span trusses of 1883 are documented as
being “blue” and the floor structure
beneath them as “brown.” What we have
now, on the stractural metalwork of the
bridge, may not be the precise hues of
1883, but both the cinnamon brown and
the darker version of Delft blue are quite
handsome in themselves if not totally in
balance. Against the delicate biue truss-
work, though, runs a blur of light gray:
the aluminum railing, unpainted, that
survives from a remodeling of 1933:
authentic for its time. Finally, the portals
that were refaced, to a light-hearted
design of Stanley Roush, in 1915, are
painted in a sort of buttermilk yellow
carefully reproduced from an actual
paint sample of 19135 that had not been
removed when the portals were
repainted in aluminum.

Thaus, original colors characteristic of
three widely spaced building campaigns
are juxtaposed, and the blue and the
yellow are especially in stark and mean-
ingless contrast to one another. A struc-
ture that should read as an integrated
whole is put at odds with itself visually,
very light versus very dark.

Furthermore, no effort has been
made thus far to differentiate the portal
detailing through color, except in the
City escutcheons. In these, blue does not
clearly read as blue and there is no silver
(or its ersatz, white) just as there is no
gold (though there is its ersatz, yellow),
so that the proper heraldic tinctures
are partly absent. And what about the
grotesques, the lamp brackets, the
finials, the machicolations and the little
escutcheons under the machicolations?
These things must have been accented
or articulated in different colors or
shades. We feel that scholarly considera-
tions have been a little slighted in these
instances, and that the beauty of the
bridge is not yet as great as it shouid be.

Our recollection is that the PennDOT
color rendering of the bridge, which
met our approval before painting
began, showed distinctly different hues,
particularly as regards the yellow and
the brown.

LANDMARKS
Welc‘ojnes

MYLAN LABORATORIES, INC.
AND
PITTSBURGH STEELERS
SPORTS, INC.

as Corporate Member Benefacrors
of the Picesburgh History &
Landmarks Foundarion.

Landmarks appreciates the
commitment of Mylan Laboratories, Inc.
and Pitisburgh Steelers Sports, Inc.
in helping us create a future
for Pittsburgh by preserving its past.

Wabash Bridge
Report

After thoroughly re-examining all possi-
bile designs for the proposed Wabash
Bridge in an effort to reduce costs, the
Port Authority has decided to go forward
with the original basket-handle through-
arch design; modifications will be made
to the piers, but the basic design of the
bridge will remain unchanged.
Landmarks supported the basket-handle
version of the bridge, if the bridge must
be built, so this was welcome news in
December.

While we appreciate the excellent
cooperative relationship we enjoy with
the Port Aathority, we still feel that the
bridge should not be erected at all. The
proposed bridge is as high as the
Sheraton Hotel at Station Square. It
destroys one of the most fabulous views
of any city in the world, that of Firstside
between the Fort Pitt Bridge and the
Smithfield Street Bridge (see center-
spread photo). Its approaches gouge into
the historic Firstside area and run
elevated over Station Square. Although
it pretends to be the “airport busway,” it
really goes to Crafton, Ingram, and
Carnegie, and merely hooks on to the
Parkway, hardly a clear run 1o the airport
from downtown, A light-rail line on a
somewhat different route that couid
connect with the present light-rail
system and service ali of downtown, the
southern communities, and the airport
would provide a much better system in
QUT OpInIo.

©$20 CAN HELP -

+ SAVE SMALL TOWNS
« SAVE YOUR TOWN
¢ SAVE DOWNTOWN

Give a friend a membership in the
' Piitsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation.

23 Yes, | would like to give the gift of
a membership, at the level indicated
below:

71 Individual $20 or more

it Family $25 or more

i3 Schools and Non-profits $23 or more

{1 Senior Citizen $10 or more

23 Corporate $250 or more’

[ Life Benefactor $5,000 or more

{3 My check is enclosed, payable to the
Pittsburgh History ¢& Landmarks
Foundation.

Please charge the credit card
indicated:

T Visa L1 MasterCard .

[ Discover 3 Americair Express

Card No. _

Exp. Dare

Signarure

Address

Phone ______

Please write the name and address of ' '
the person to whom you would like us.
1o send this membexship gift:

Name

Address

Phone

Please mail this complered form to:
Membership Office

Pittsburgh History 8

Landmarks Foundation -

One Sration Square, Suite 450
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1170

CONTRIBUTE

to the publication of a new edition of

Landmark
Architecture:
Pittsburgh and
Allegheny County

by Walter C. Kidney

Originaliy published in 1985,
Landmark Architecture has been our
of print now for several years bur is
still much in demand. ¥ all goes well,
we hope to publish a new edition of
Landmark Architecture this Qctober.
Our staff is now updating the con-
tents of the original publication and
commissioning new color and black-
and-white photographs. Landmark
Architecture will be the most compre-
hensive account of the architecture of
this region and will identify more
than 500 historic sites worthy of
preservation.

I we are able to raise funds to sup-
port the publication of the book, we
can price the book at about $45.

All contributors will be acknowl-
edged in the book itself and invited to
the book release party. Your contri-
bation will ensure a quality publica-
tion with many handsome pho-
tographs. Please contribute by filling
out the form below:

7 Yes, I am (we are) making a contri-
bution to Landmark Architecture in
the amount of § . My (our)
check is enclosed, payable to the
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation and referenced to
“LA Book.”

I {we) understand that this con-
tribution will be used to support
the book’s publication and does
not entitle me (us) to a free copy of
the book upon publication.

I (we) would like my (our) name(s)
to be printed in the contributor’s
list in the book as follows:

(please print your name clearly)

Please mail this completed form with
your contribution to:

Louise Sturgess

Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation

One Station Square, Suite 450
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Thank you very much for
your contribution!

*A copy of the official registration and financial information
of the Pitrsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation may be
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling
woll free, wirthin Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration
does not imply endorsement.™ {as required by PA Act 2023

Phota by Clyde Hare



A Legacy in
Bricks and

Mortar:
African-American
Landmarks

in Allegheny County

Published by the Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation
Text by Frank E. Bolden, Laurence A.

Glasco, and Eliza Smith Brown
Soft cover; 84 pages; 115 photos

ISBN 0-916670-17-1 58.95

A Legacy in Bricks and Mortar

Number of copies that |

would like to purchase, @ $8.95

Amount due:

10% discount for members
of Landmarks:

PA residents add 7% sales tax:

Plus postage and handling:

One to four books: §3.00
Five to 10 bools: §7.00

TOTAL DUE:

{Please make your check payable to the
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation, referenced “Legacy
Book.”}

Please mail the book(s) to:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Return this completed form with payment
to: Louise Sturgess

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation
One Station Square, Suite 450

Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1170.

Any questions: call Lowise ar (412) 471-3808.

Thank you for your order!

Photo by Clyde Hare
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Victorian Masterpiece
Needs Help

The Butler Street Entrance of Allegheny
Cemetery is arguably the best Mid-
Victorian architectural ensemble in
Pittsburgh: a very handsome gateway of
1849 by John Chislett and an adjoining
office block of 1870 by Barr & Moser.
The cloister-like porch of the latter
building now proves to be in immediate
need of pier and vault repair, at a cost of
$50,000, and the public is urged 1o help.
Checks may be made payable to, and
sent to: Allegheny Cemetery Historical
Association, 4734 Butler Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15201. (412) 682-1624,
for inquiries.

Sold or Not?

On October 17, the City of Pittsburgh
Planning Commission met to decide
whether the designation of the Sellers-
Carnazhan house at Walnut and Shady,
the former Calvary Episcopal Church
reciory, would be desirable from a
planning viewpoint. We spoke in favor
of the designation of course, having
proposed it in the first place, and the
mood of the Commission seemed favor-
able. Principals of the Samuel Land
Company introduced themselves as
having just been notified that the Church
had accepted their bid for the property.
Then a resident of the neighborhood,
Cappy Ascheim, who has commented
before on legal aspects of preservation
issues, reiterated the objections made
earlier this year by the Commonwealth.
At this point, we are not sure whether
or not these objections still have any
validity, but Orphan’s Court approval of
any actual sale is still regoired. A picture
of the house appears on page 15.

Mamaux Building

Philip and Melinda Beard, attomeys at
125 First Avenue, have purchased the
Mamaux Building next door, having
previously effected its salvation from
demolition and ifs designation as a City
Historic Structure. The future use of the
building is unclear—it is being offered
for sale—but 1t has large spaces adapt-
able to a variety of uses, and the first
floor has pressed-tin ceiling in good
condition that would be suitable for a
retail area or a restaurant.

Burke’s Building

The Elmhurst Company, owners of
Burke’s Building, has invested a half-
million dollars to restore and renovate
the building’s shell and instali new
mechanical and plumbing systems. The
building, a Fourth Avenue neighbor of
PPG Place, is noted for John Chisleit’s
elegant Greek Revival front of stone,
unique in the city. Almost nothing save
for raw structure survives inside from
1836, yet there are numerous fireplaces
that can be decorated and put in opera-
tion to give a traditional, home-like feel-
ing to offices or whatever occupies the
interior. Burke’s Building has tantalized
people over the years: a protected build-
ing in a City Historic District, it has
remained vacant much of the time.

Yet it looks just right for something,
some srnall institution perhaps that could
do with an extra dose of prestige, per-
haps some in-town resident with the
desire and the means to go beyond the
anonymity of an apartment to a home of
unmatchable individuality. For inquiries
on leasing or sale, call Barry Layton,
(412) 471-4455.

The parlor, 939 Western Avenue

Historic Allegheny West
House Available

The grand house Joshua Rhodes built in
1875 on Western Avenue in Allegheny
City (now the North Side) was carefully
restored by Joedda and Ben Sampson,
replete with walnut woodwaork, stained
and leaded glass, elegant fireplace
mantels, and period lighting fixtures.
The house is now for sale, since the
Sampsons have purchased the Gwinner-
Harter house on Fifth Avenue and are in
the midst of restoring it.

Although the Rhodes house was
restored as a single-family dwelling,
the spaciousress of the house and
grounds—27 rooms including a 2,000-
square-foot ballroom, a fuily equipped
kitchen and pantry, an English cottage
garden with eight-foot brick walls, and
a parking lot—make it suitable for a
variety of uses. For more information
cali (412) 323-9220.

Art Cinema Update

The former Art Cinema at 809 Liberty
Avenue re-opened November 9, 1995 as
the Harris Theater. “Art Cinema” has
had varying connotations as a name over
the years, and renaming after John P.
Harris of Pittsburgh’s 1905 Nickelodeon
movie house, seems harmiess enough.
There has already been a J. P. Hairis
Theater: in the 100 biock of Sixth Street,
where the City Club now is.

Davis Farmhouse

The Davis house of ¢. 1880 in
Brentwood, recipient of a Landmarks
plaque in 1994, remained in peril in
December. The house, now a senior
citizens’ center, has been under pressure
from the Brentwood Volunteer Fire
Department, which regards the location
as exactly right for a new firehouse in a
way that other possible locations are not.
The expediency of the site for firehouse
purposes is the main argument for
demolishing the old Halianate wooden
house, but the offer of senior-citizen
space in the new building has become an
added inducement. The Brentwood
Historical Society has accurnulated

over 500 petition signatures in favor of
preserving the Davis farmhouse, and
Ronald Yochum, a Brentwood citizen
and Landmarks staff member, has drawn
up a site plan showing the new firchouse
on an adjacent site, framed by the
Library, the High School, Brownsville
Road, and Point View Road, that would,
he believes, render the demolition
unnecessary. On October 23, 1995,

The Brentwood Historical Society and
Mr. Yochum met with Brentwood
Councilwomen Sonya Vemeau and
Nancy Patton to discuss the Society’s
desire 1o retain and restore the house.
Subsequently, on October 24, 1995,

The Brentwood Historical Society and
the members of councii met with the
Brentwood Volunteer Fire Department
and their architect. All parties stated their
opinions and both groups remained firm
in their positions.
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Then and Now in OQakland

Oakland, seen as a place of human set-
tlement, has been a fidgety, disunified
place, never sure of what it has wanted
to be as a whole or over the years in its
individuat parts. The Celtart house at
3429 Forbes Avenue, built probably in
the 1840s, lasted into the 1970s. It was
one of the more modest houses in a hill-
side community of villas in its early
years, and survived among new neigh-
bors—an apartment house, a storage
warehouse, close-packed Victorian
houses, commercial buildings—in a 78-
front-foot property squeezed between
such close-built structures. Its contrast
with the Arby’s now on the site is obvi-
ous, and evokes obvious words on an
older architecture that relies on clean
design and good proportion versus one
that merely demands attention and
whose environs help create a chaotic
townscape. Yet Arby’s has recaptured, it
may be, the air of spatial isolation that
the Coltart house once had: expressed,
true, in an eatourage of cars, not trees
and shrubs.

Aviary Dome

The National Aviary in the West
Commons on the North Side is receiving
a quasi-Victorian glass dome, 38 feet in
diameter and 30 feet high. The dome is a
relief to the austerity of the 1950-period
structure and a sign incidentally of the
change of taste in the last 40 years.

Schoolhouse Arts Center

In November 1995, the school directors
in Bethel Park voted to sell the
Schoolhouse Arts Center, a converted
schooihouse of 1903, to the Bethel Park
Historical Society for one dollar. This is
a major victory for the Historical
Society. The adjacent Park Avenue
School property was offered to the
municipality for another dollar.

Our Neighbor Preservationists

A problem with organizations such as
this is, that though roads extend across
political boundaries, our stated interests
do not, and we thus tend to live in rather
artificial states of isolation. By charter,
the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation concerns itself with historic
preservation issues in Allegheny County.
There is 2 Washington County History
and Landmarks Foundation, P.O. Box
274, Washington, PA 15301. Member-
ships range from Active Individual, $15
and Active Family, $20, on up. Its latest
Newsletter announces a county-wide
survey of historic structures, similar to
that which we did in the 1980 period,
and like our product intended for filing
with the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission.

WirrL POwWER

Preserve our region’s history and
fandmarks for future generations.
Add the Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation as a
beneficiary under your Will.

If you would like to discuss
this giving option,
please call Elisa Cavalier
at {412} 471~5308.

il Rydberg, PHOTON

St S Bt i

3429 Forbes Avenue, Oakland

South Side Business Alliance

The above Is the title of a new organi-
zation announced in October 1995 as a
merger of the South Side Chamber of
Commerce and the Main Street
Committee of the South Side Local
Pevelopment Company. The Alliance
will be a subsidiary of the South Side
Local Development Company, but

with its own board, staff, and budget.
Landmarks has worked intensively with
both groups for many years. At a cere-
mony in November 1995, the South Side
Local Development Company gave
Landmarks an award for its support of
“Main Street on East Carson.”

Preservation and Money

News from Washington mixes clouds
and sunshine. On the one hand the fed-
eral funding for the National Trust for
Historic Preservation has been cut from
Fiscal Year 19957s $6,987,000 to FY96's
$3,500,000. At that, getting the latter
sum took hard effort, for $0.00 had been
contemplated by Congress.

HR 1662, or S 1002, is a federal bill
that may becoeme the Historic Home-
ownership Assistance Act, offering a
20% tax credit for certified rehabilita-
tions for residential buildings of all
kinds listed individually, or within dis-
tricts, on the National Register or local
registers of historic places; or for being
the first purchaser of a property so reha-
bilitated. The owner would have to
make the residence, whether single or
multiple, his principal residence for the
first five years. Some owners might get
mortgages on more advantageous terms.

For information: Preservation Action,
1350 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.,

Suite 401, Washington, DC 20036;
(202) 659-0915.

Non-profit Gag Bill

In the summer of 1995, the U.S. House
of Representatives passed a bill that
threatened the advocacy role of commu-
nity-based non-profit organizations that
receive any federal funding. According
to the Washington-based OMB Watch,
the bill opposes:

* your advocacy with regard to public
policy at all fevels of government, and
to litigation involving government;

= advocacy that spends over 5% of your
money apart from federal grants;

* free association with entities that spend
over 15% of their money on advocacy;

« privacy with regard to advocacy
expenditures; your advocacy expendi-
tures and activities would have to be
posted on Internet if you are a federal
grantee.

The situation would be an uneasy
one indeed for the federal grantees,
who would be obliged, under penalty
of heavy fines, to prove that they were
complying with the law. Informers
would be rewarded with up to 25% of
the take.

OMB Watch is at 1742 Connecticut
Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20009
1171, (202) 234-8494,

e-mail ombwatch@rtknet.org

Main Street Lighting

The best new lighting we have seen is
on Washington Road in the Mt. Lebanon
business district. There, all of the over-
head cobra lights have been eliminated.
New lower-scale handsome light fix-
tures have been instatled that illuminate
the sidewalks rather than the roadway.
After all, automobiles do have head-
lights and pedestrians do not. Extra fix-
tures have been added at crosswalks.

The elimination of the intensely
bright cobra lights over the street and
the addition of good low-scale lighting
over sidewalks and the absence of over-
head wires has made the area much
better looking and much friendlier to
pedesirians.

Unlike the lollipop bulbs so beloved
by Pittsburgh’s past planning director
Robert Lurcott, the Mt. Lebanon light
fixtares do not exhibit the light source
and you do not see lightbulbs when you
are walking along. Nor does light spill
ouf over the entire environment; rather,
it is directed toward where it is needed,
the sidewalk.

The design was a joint product of
Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates
and Environmental Planning and
Design. The lamps are manufactured
by Lumec.

On the main street of East
McKeesport a similar fixture was used,
only with a sodium light instead of a
metal halide. It, however, was aimed
over the street rather than the sidewalk
and the effect is aitogether different,
once again emphasizing the motorway
rather than the pedestrian walkway. Mt
{ebanon’s arrangement is much better.

Membership
SAVINGS PLAN

Save money by joining
Landmarks for a
3 or 5 year period,
instead of renewing your
membership annually.

« If you join for 3 years at the $20
level, you only pay $50, thereby
saving $10.

= If you join for 5 years at the $20
fevel, you only pay $80, thereby
receiving one year for free!

There are multi-year plans at
each membership level.

Call Mary Lu Denny at
(412) 4715808 for details.

O1n
LANDMARKS

Suppert the Pittsburgh History
& Landmarks Foundation in
its work to:

¢ Identify and preserve the architectural,
historical, and industrial landmarks in
Allegheny County;

* Encourage and support the revitaliza-
tion of historic inner-city neighbor-
hoods through Preservation Loan
Fund initiatives and programs;

* Operate Station Square, the historic
riverfront project initiated by
Landmarks in 1976;

* Create tours, publications, and educa-
tional programs on local history and
architecture;

* Educate the public about historic
preservation through the resources
of Landmarks’ library and archives;

¢ Continue a well-managed, responsive,
and creative membership organization
with the ability to implement these
goals on a long-range basis.

Membership Benefits

* Free subscription to PHLF News.

¢ Many volunteer opportunities.

* A 10% discount at The Landmarks
Store in The Shops at Station Square.

* Free access to our reference library in
The Landmarks Building at Station
Square.

* Discounts on, or free use of, all
educational resources.

* Reduced rates on tours, and invitations
1o fectures, seminars, and special
events.

Membership Categories

Please enroll me as a member of
the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation. I have enclosed a
contribution in the amount of
(check appropriate category):

Individual $20 or more

Family $25 or more

School and Non-profit $25 or more
Senior Citizen $10 or more

Corporate Supporter $50 or more
Corporate Member $250 or more

Life Benefactor $3,000 (one-time gift)

The portion of your dues exceeding $i5 is

tax-deductible.
A vopy of the official registrution and {inancial
information of the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation may be cbtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling toll free, within
Pennsylvasiz 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not
imply endorseiment.” (as requized by PA Act 202)

[ ] e & & 9 e & & *

Please enroll me as a member of
the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation.

Name

Street

City

State Lip

Telephone

Send check or money order to:

Membership

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation
One Statien Square, Suite 450

Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1170

Creating a Future
for Pittsburgh by
Preserving Iis Past
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First Hungarian Reformed Church
Dedicates Historic Landmark Plaque

The First Hungarian Reformed
Church at 22] Johnston Street
in Hazelwood was one of 11
structures to be designated o
Historic Landmark plague recipi-
ent in 1995, These photographs

were taken on October 15, when

Future of an Art Nouveau
Church

There is very liftle genuine Art Nouveau
design in the Pittsburgh area, design in
that fleeting idiom that proceeded from
genuine concern and original thinking.
And most of this—all, perhaps—is from
the littde-known Hungarian architect
Titus de Bobula, who was in practice
here around 1905. The masterpiece of
his executed work is, as far as is now
known, St. John the Baptist’s Byzantine
Rite Cathedral, built on Dickson Street
in Munhali for a Carpatho-Ruthenian
congregation, in 1903. It was awarded
one of our Historic Landmark plaques in
1988, thongh this was never ordered.

We have been worried about the
chiure, empty [or several years, and
were pleased to learn early in October
1695 that a new non-profit organization,
St. John's East European Cultural and
Information Center, has bought it. It is to
be used for exhibits and performances.
Potential donors and others interested
are invited to be in touch with the Center
at 333 East Ninth Avenue, Homestead,
PA 15120.

New Home for Three Bells

Visitors to the Old Post Office Museum,
when it was a Landmarks property, may
remember the bronze bells Glaube,
Hoffnung, and Liebe that stood in the
garden. They had come in the 1970s
from St. Paul’s United Church of Christ,
an East Street Valley Expressway vic-
tim, and eventually passed into the
hands of The Pittsburgh Children’s
Museum as did the Old Post Office
itselt. Now they are in the tower of the
First Lutheran Church on Grant Street, a
Gothic work of 1887 by Andrew
Peebles, as a donation from the
Museum. The work of the focal Fulton
Bell Foundry a century ago, they are
now being regularly rung again.

members of the congregalion
celebrated the dedication of the
plaeque. The church was built in
1904 to designs of Titus de
Bobula.

Pittsburgh’s Grand Hall at
The Priory

The above title is the new name of the
secularized St. Mary’s German Catholic
Church in Deutschtown. Many people
know its adjacent priests” building as
The Priory, a bed-and-breakfast inn
since 1986, but it has taken this long to
convert St. Mary’s itself, buile in 1854
and thus one of the city’s oldest church
buildings, into a meeting and banquet
hall. Landmarks Design Associates, the
designers, have retained much of the art
work and glass of the church, and the
organ built with a matching grant by
Andrew Carnegie. The Grafs, Mary Ann
and Edward, their son John, and his wife
Suzanne, are to be congratulated on this
final acconrplishient.

Clock Tower Restoration

A conspicuous preservation event

in Sewickley, recently, has been the
restoration of the clock and steeple of
the Sewickley United Methodist Church,
at Broad and Thorn Streets. Because of
its height and location this is in effect
the town clock, and the restoration of the
upper half of the tower to its 1883
original form has been a community
project. The quarter-million dollars from
various sources (including $1,200 from
Landmarks’ Historic Religious
Properties Initiative) is flowing reliably.
More money 1s needed to complete the
restoration of this well-known landmark
in Sewickley Village. The lucarnes and
slating of the spire are complete, and the
Gothic woodwork around the clock is
finished or in progress. Masonry repairs
will be completed in the Spring. " e -

Mach of Fhe interior of fhe church ' bk xnx&gkéﬁéﬁnww cHURCH
has also undergone restoration in  FITUS DE BOBLLA. 4
recent years. Improvements include ' iﬁgﬁ“ﬂi‘;‘* ca TN DATION
the removal and restaining of the pews,
the removal of plywood paneling that
had been nailed over many of the his-
toric ornamental doors, installation of a
handsome library donated by one of the
members, and creation of accessibility
for the physically challenged. With only
400 members, the church has under-
taken large challenges and is completing
them magnificently. The Sewickley
United Methodist Church was recog-
nized as one of Landmarks’ 1995 Award
of Merit recipients as a result of its
restoration efforts.

Contributions to the restoration of the
tower are welcomed. They may be sent
to the Sewickley United Methodist
Church at 337 Broad Street, Sewickley,
PA 15143, and must be made payable to
the “Village Clock Tower Fand.”

ARCHITELT: ~ 0 -

Trrys v 8osULA
CONTRALTOR: -~
Bodrne o Co.

Is Your House or Church Eligible

for a Historic Landmark Plagque?

Buildings, structures, and districts
may be approved for a Historic
Landmark plaque if all of the following
conditions are met:

® they are remarkable pieces of archi-
tecture, construction, or planning,
or if they impart a rich sense of
history;

¢ alterations, additions, or deteriora-
tion have not substantially lessened
their value in the above respects;

* they are at least 50 years old;

* they are within Aflegheny County.

If you own a building or know of a
building that fulfills these criteria,
then consider nominating it for a
Historic Landmark plaque.

Call Walter Kidney for details

at (412) 471-5808.
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PITTSBURGH ARCHITECTURLE:
Irying for a Date

Walter C. Kidney

The recent anxiety over the
Sellers-Camahan house in
Shadyside (see “Sold or Not?”
on page 12), and especially its

Vergeboard with widely spaced cusps Arched windows, grouped under
{(Woodward, 1869} pediment {Sloan, 1859)

o

nomination as a City Historic
Landmark, reopened the question
of just how old it 1s. Qur survey of
c. 1980 specifically said 1858, but
documentary research has sug-
gested a date as late as 1874. On
stylistic grounds, though

Pittsburgh has always been an

architecturally conservative city,
I am inclined to favor the 1850s.
The details compared here come

from Samuel Sloan’s pattern books
The Model Architect (1852), and
City and Suburban Architecture
(1859), with one suspicious
exception. Woodward’s National
Architect (1869) is significantly
later than Sloan’s publications,
and shows vergeboards with a few
widely spaced cusps instead of
cusps or S-curves making
continuous patterns, characteristic
in the 1850s. The stylistic
evidence, then, is not one hundred
percent for the 1850s.

A
%isu

t 4

I

i ‘

Oriel with corbeled base and funcy roaf
{Sloan, 1852)

Wooden segmental-arched porch
(Sloan, 1852)

IR,

Paired round-arched windows, traceried sash
(Sloan, 1852)
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Cities Worldwide Look Toward the New Century:

The 1995 19th Annual INTA Conference in Vienna

In Vienna, ausis, tost
September, 400 representatives of
cities from 52 countries convened at
the nineteenth annual conference of the
International Organization for the
Management of New and Existing
Towns (INTA). The theme of the confer-
ence was “Strategies for Cities of the
21st Century: Turning Changes into
Urban Development Opportunities.”
The formal presentations by urban
experts from around the world as well as
discussions at workshops and between
individuals at the Vienna INTA. confer-
ence demonstrated that there were as
many problems, chailenges, and solu-
tions as there were representatives.

Landmarks president Arthur P.
Ziegler, Jr. was invited to address the
conference in a plenary session devoted
to “Economic Changes Affecting Urban
Development.” Arthur’s slide presenta-
tion, “Pittsburgh and the Future,” began
with a portrait of Pittsburgh’s industrial
rise anid decline. The city has suffered
economically from high production
costs, obsolete technology, and foreign
competition: the percentage of local
jobs, for example, declined from 28%
in 1970 to 12% 1 1980, with further
decline since. The major attempt to
address the problem, the urban renewal
“Renaissance” initiative begun in the
1950s and continued into the 1970s,
sought economic revitalization by
replacing (demolishing) historic build-
ings and older neighborhoods.

This turned out to be a disastrous
mistake, and projects that were
built in place of the historic
Jabric, although heavily
subsidized with government
Junds, failed economically and
still continue to fail to attract
business and occupants and
Sulfill their original purposes.

Against this background, Arthur
described and evaluated four “initia-
tives” that may improve Pittsburgh’s
future economic status: these included
the new Pittsburgh International Arport
which is only one of two new major
American airports; more democratic and
outward-looking proposals from the
Allegheny Conference on Community
Development, once co-sponsor of the
discredited urban renewal demolition
pelitics; and the Murphy administra-
tion’s vigorous commitment to the
recreational, residential, and business
development of riverfronts left vacant
by the decline of industry.

The fourth initiative introduced
conference attendees to a distinctly
American phenomencon—not-for-profit
organizations that support cultural
institutions and activities, which in
Europe are subsidized by the govern-
ment. Non-profit organizations can

develop land and create business
and at the same time generate
income for activities that benefit
our citizens rather than producing
profits for private investors,
although often private investors
do benefit by participating in
projects sponsored by non-profit
organizations.

Arthur used Landmarks and its
multiple mission of education and
preservation to illustrate the ability of
a non-profit organization to assist
urban economic development as well
as generate income for the preservation

of historic buildings and neighborhoods.
He sumimarized Landmarks’ neighbor-
hood programs, its aid in implementing
the federal Community Reinvestment
Act, and the history and accomplish-
ments of Station Square. Arthur noted
that non-profit organizations, more
flexible and responsive than govern-
ment, less ruled by expediency than
profit-making business, can be an
lmportant ingredient in the economic
development and rehabilitation of cities
into the twenty-first century.

Transpertation: the

Common Bond that
Pitisburgh Lacks

The Vienna INTA conference confirmed
that many cities face the problems of
Pittsburgh: failed industry, high debt,
loss of young people, lack of new busi-
ness development. Others suffer from
having too great a population, such as
Cairo, where officials want to distribute
the people throughout the country and
reduce the pressure on that city. Hong
Kong and several other Oriental cities
have extraordinary problems of not
being able to keep infrastructure devel-
opment up with growth. Hong Kong
needs a major new port facility every
three years because of the growth in
export-import business. A city like
Venice is inundated with tourists and has
become frozen in time, a grear museum
with little inner life. St. P&lten in Austiia
has suddenly become a new capital city,
and an entire new set of buildings, road-
ways, and parking lots must be devel-
oped almost overnight to accommodate
the status of a new regional capital in a
small rural town.

Many of the INTA conference
participants would envy
Pittsburgh’s position with a
new billion-dollar airport and
an existing right-ofavay from its
front door to Station Square,
connecting to the light rail that
travels through our downtown.
But Pittsburgh is ignoring
this advantage, and has no

rail connection plan.

But while the problems varied widely,
there was one common bond with all the
cities except Pittsburgh. That is their
reliance on rail for internal transit and
infer-city transportation. Every speaker
at the INTA conference talked about
how more Hght rail, subway, and trolley
lines are being planned and buiit for
their cities, and almost every speaker
pointed to the new rail lines leading to
remote suburbs and more distant places.

Many of the INTA conference partici-
pants would envy Pittsburgh’s position
with a new billion-dollar airport and an
existing right-of-way from its front door
to Station Square, connecting o the light
rafl that travels through our downtown.
But Pittsburgh is ignoring this advan-
tage, and has no rail connection plan. A
high-speed mag-lev {(unnecessary for
such a short distance) is being looked at,
but the cost is enormous. A busway is
planned that requires the new Wabash

Architect Otto Wagner won the design competition in 1890 for Vienna's city reil

transit system—including the right-of-way, the stations, and the bridges.
This drawing shows the Ferdinund Bridge designed in 1905.

Bridge across the Monongahela,
destroying the most magnificent vista of
the City of Pittsburgh (the bridge rises as
high as the Sheraton Hotel at Station
Square), and the busway is not 4 connec-
tion to the airport. Unwanted by the
suburbs that it penetrates to the south, it
merely sends Port Authority buses onto
the Parkway beyond Carnegie.

Our leaders do continue to talk about
extending the busway to the east and
light rail to the North Side, both valu-
able additions, but none fo the airport.
Decades have gone by while we study
light rail to Oakland. Millions will be
spent on the new southern busway that
could otherwise make a good connection
to the aizport so that downtown Pitts-
burgh really could call the airport an
asset. Right now the airport is marvelous
for Washington County and for Robin-
son Township and Wheeling, West
Virginia, but helps the City of Piitsburgh
little.

How do we reduce our reliance on the
automobile? Provide good public transit
and provide it econorically. In Vienna,
transportation money goes first for
public transit, secondarily for roadways.
In fact, near Vienna, a “carless” suburb

is being built, where, in order to obtain
a residence you must pledge not to
purchase a car for at least a decade!

If the American non-profit organi-
zation can offer the world ancther
approach that links economic develop-
ment and cultural conservation, our
intemational neighbors continue to
demonstrate the key role of mass transit
in making cities economically and
humanly alive.




