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Station Square Froject Blooming

City of Pittsburgh Fall Flower Show

November 14 to l\ovember 28

Pittsburgh's Fall
this year at
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Don't miss the City of
Flower Show to be held
Station Square.

Transportation is
adventure into the
November l4 in the
of Stationi Square.
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the eleqant Grand Concoursë tant.iq
h;;r"-¿i"*n ''ca-Ër i ai¡ès*-f ¡ i"lËa'*Î,vi"it',
thousands of mums wi I ì decorate th i s

incredible space. Two landaus dating
nìneteenth century, a"school;.'bus, and
d rawn hea rses a re among the veh i c I esl
be on d ispl ay. The carri ages 'are on
loan to PHLF from Al legheny Countyrs
of Parks. Recreation and Conservation.t

The Flower Show is open from l2noon
and will run until November 28, Li
ments including popcorn from an
antique popcorn bragon,&intri gu-
ing varieties of Quiche wi I I be
available either for your lunch
or dinñer in the old Grand Con-
course Dining Room. Also avail-
able for purchase will be Plants,
and gift items from the 0¡d Post
0ff ice Gift Shop.
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Unique Shops FiA Freíght House
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Artifacts Acquired
A wonderland of boutigues, Fe-
staurants, galleries AND a col-
lection of fascinating historic
artifacts will fill the Freight
House. Recen t I Y we have acqu i r-
ed two moving van loads of in-
èredible pïeces. Unique Victor-
ïan liqht fixtures, Vìctorian
furn i ture, a handsome cl ass i cal

bar, an old-fashioned soda fountain and an antique
shoe shine shop are amons the items that filled
the vans that have arrived at Station Square'

Restorøtion Progress
During your visit to the Flower Show' restoration
proa.ãti on the Grand Concourse wi I I be visible'
în."exterior protective skyl ight over the enor-
mous vaul ted cei I ing of the Grant Concourse has

been completely restored. ì|¡lork involved remov-
ing the tar that total ly covered the sky-

i ¡gfrt and replaci ng broken glass panel s

in orde r to exPose the hund reds of
stained glass Panel s that make up the
cof fered cei I ing of this historic
structure. Plans also include painting
and new electrical and airconditioning
systems for the Grand Concöurse'

the Freight House, a new sign facing
announces the arrival of Station

More Ï{ews About Station Squ&re
Wi th great enthus i asm' compl ìments, and offers
of assistance the City Planning Commission ap-
proved the zon ing changes necessary for the
Station Square project in July. Ci ty Counci l,
on 0ctober 5 conducted a publ i c heari ng on the
p roject, and as at the P ì ann i ng Commi s s i on hea r:
i ng, the South S i de Chambe r of- Comme rce ' the
South Side Arts E Crafts Council, and the South
S ide Commun i ty Counc i I , and tlre Mt. !'/ash í ngton
Community Counciì all submitted verbal or written
testimony approving the Project.

Al I of the councï lmen spoke most encouragingly
about Station Square and gave us a number of
very creative ideas

Councïl immediately Put the bilì on the
agenda for the next day, apProved í t unan-
imously and, at the initiative of Robert
R. Stone, cha i rman of the P I ann i ng and Re-
development Commi ttee, cleared Station
Square in such ê way that no bureaucrati c

impediment should delay us at all.
At

Carson Street
Square.
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CHAIRMAAT'S RAMBLE

GROWING SUCCESS AND THE NEl^' TAX ACT

Preservation is at last becoming a household
word. The newspapers are fi I led wi th human in-terest stories of embattled houses, bridges and
abandoned ra ï I road stat.ions. Under threat of
di re destruction or muti lation by some evi I
devel oper the Ameri can commù¡ i ty i s un i ted asnever before since the time of hosti le lndian
raids ín saving such bui ldings. And save them
they do. From New London, Connect i cut where thelast ditch f ight to save H.H. Richardsonrs great
station was crowned with success, to Grand central
Terminal to our Statlon Square, to tJïlkinsburg,
Edgeworth and Bridgeví I le on the local scene, 

- 
thefight goes on, And the majori ty of the time wi thincreasing success.

And congress sì nce the 1966 passage of the Nation-al Preservation Act is seeing the light. Under
that Act thousands of t'historícalil ,iructures
have been "cert i fied',, whï ch means that they I ¡ t-eral ly qual ify for financial aid for their preser-
vat¡on to 509Z of the cost.

Suppose you have a registered structure, which
means you have a house or bui lding ín the Mexican!/ar streets, which is a district in the Natïonal
Register. You need a new roof , a new furnace.
You need only appìy to the state of f icer vrho al -ìocates the funds to such a project.
The big condition of course is that the state hasreceived enough al location in that particular yearfrom Congress to make the grant-in-aict to theowner. But each year the congress has increased
the amount of such funds to the various states.This year - 1976 - the funds may reach $10 or $20míllion in amount.

ln addition to the host of aids to preservation
efforts and structures wh i ch are I i sted each monthin the National Trust magazine which many of our
members get, the Congress has just passed the TaxReform Act of I 976

gating the applicability of the neb,keep you advi sed of the resu I ts.
The joy should not be entirery unarroyed however,because the Act provides further that there wi I Ibe a recapture as ordinary income of the excess ofdepreciation other.wise allowable in the case offuture sale of the property. ln the meantimehowever, the break foi the person rehabi I ltaiingthe historïc structure Ís obvíous.

Last the congress in i ts new Act of 1976 seeks todiscourage the demolition of certified structuresby disal lowing en(ti rery the deveroperrs expensesof demoì ition or any loss sustained by hím onaccount of the demolition.

NeÍ ther, says'congress, are accelerated deprecíatío¡
schedules of any kind to be al lowed the developer
wì th respect to real property constructed on a s i te
whi ch had been occupied by a cert i fied structure.
Thus the person who wants to destroy the old farm,the old historic homestead, the townrs only rai l-road station or ancïent bridge, may give secondthought ,to such demol ítion and f ind ru"ns instead,as many developers have, of savinS the structure
and melding i t useful ly into the modern development.

Act and will'

0nly time will tel
effect i ve. The po
cerned, Congress
I as t some progress

whether these aids are really
nt is that the people are con-
s concerned and we feel that at
is be ing made.

]tnHi{:i¡Ë}i¡{'!81w,}h''fCi{'4t*1.:;Ìi{.*fr ii$*l$:f! grTfl i'1Yj9+::ry4. 1{rnTf:ìf#;füfst'qi i': is','r'i':',r . l

ln that Act seve'ral ímportant tax i ncent i ves have
been created.

First, taxpayers expending money for rehabiritation
of certified hïstoric structures may amortize thecost of such expendi tures over a 6o-month period.
ln this connection the de.finition of a certifiedstructure is one that is either ìisted in the Nat-ional Register or located in a registered historicdistrict certif ied by the secretaiy of the lnterior
as being of historic signif icance or lastly locatedin an historic district designated under a statestatute or Iocal government i f such statute is

LAS
&
TI NG

certi fied by the Secretary of
criteria which wïll substantia
pose of prese rv i ng and rehab i I
historic significance to the d
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under the last provision for example it may wel I be
that a buí lding in the Mexican Ì,trar Streets ârea,
assuming the certif iabil¡ty of our pittsburgh 0r-dinance which has declared the district one of
historic signifícance, may qualify for such favor-
able ta)¿ treatment. Your off ïcers are investi-

ADDRESS-

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation

¡{NNUÅL MEMBERSHIP DUES:

Individual ..... .from $10.00

Husband&IØife. .......from $12.00
Family .from$15.00
Conuibuting ....from $50.00

Sustaining .....from $1OO.OO

Parron. .......from'$500.00
Lile .. ......from91,000.00
Organizations:

l{.ctive . .from 925.00

Contributing .. i........from$:O.oO'
Sustaining .....from $100.00

Parron . .. .. . . .f¡om $500.00

1.

5.

6.

3.

4.

MEÀ{BERSHIP PRIVILEGFS

Free admission rc the Old Post Office, the
Piruburgh History a landmarks Museum.

57o àiscounr on purchases at the Old Post
Office Museum Gift Shop.

Subscription to "News forMembers"and spe-
cial publications on architecrure and history.

Free admission o¡ discount tickea for walk-
ing and bus tours.

Free admission to s'inter lecru¡e series.

Notification of new e¡rhibits at the Old Post
Office.

7. Participation in an orgznization given na-
tional awards "for the vigor of its programs."

HñÞk
Gift Memberships ale

DISTI NCTIVE

The gíft of a PHLF membership this coming hollday
season means that your friends, relatives andassociates wi I I enJoy the ful I range of benefi tsand privileges all year long. ln å matter ofmlnutes you can solve a gi ft probrem for a numberof fríends on your I ist...and at the same timehelp advance the cause of historíc preservation.
Simply llst their names on the blanI provided
and send wlth your check today

T!en, throughout the year your gift reclpientswill receive the-PHLF NEtrs, and each time theytake a{van tage of membe rsh i p benefl ts they w ¡ i Ibe reminded of your thoughtfulness.

To. announce your gÍ ft membersh ips we wi I I senda hand-signed card to each gift recipient. Sendyour gift list today so we may get ¡t properly
entered before the hol i day rush Ì s upon us.

This Membershíp ís a Gift from

MEMBERSHIP.
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER õ, Lg76 Y -g pm.
GET ON IIOARD THE PHLF CIIRISTMAS EXPRESS 1976! Santa has agreed to come fron the North
Pole to be our host as we travel arouncl tlre world to observe Chrístmas customs in other
lands. TI{B IRONCLAD AGREEMÊ:NT, a group of Pittsburgh actors (most of whom starred in
"Carnegie" ) will dramatize the customs of other lands and sing the carols of each land
in the native language. A MARIONETTE SHOW, done by young people formerly associated
with the Lovela,::e Theater, will thrill youngsters (no matter what their age).
A STRING ENSEMBiE, the Allegheny Bow & Strings of Community College will entertain us
with Christmas music f rom mány lands. REFRESIIT{ENTS will carry out the therne with 'ethnic
desserts: Greek, Éìnqlish, Germanr^ French, and Russian. STROLLIIIG MUSICIANS and group
caroling rvill add to the festive spirit. I,Ie have word that Charles Dickens may even
attend our pari:y. DON'T MISS IT!

TIiE GRAND CONCOURSE OF STATIOII SQUARE WÍtl provide the exguisite setting for our t hrist-
mas Party 1976, Sunday, December 5 frorn 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Reservations will be l.imited
and accepted orr a "First-come, First-served" basis. Prices: Adult l',lembers $4.50 €râch,
Adult non-members $6.00 each, Children under 12 $f.00 each. Please use the form I'elow
for ordering tickets.

PLEASE SEND ME THB FOLLOWING:

tickets for Members G $4.50

tickets for Non-members @ S6.00 each

tickets for children (uncler 12) 0 $I.00 each .....S

MY CHECK AND SELF_ADDRESSED ENVELOPE ARE ENCLOSED

NAME

ADDRESS

SEND TO:PHLF, One Landmarks Square, Pittsburgh, Penna. L52L2
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6PRESERWION
TheAdaptivelJse of
Comrnercial Buildings

lfÍth fimding frqn the Bicerrtenrrial Oar¡rtissíon of FennsylvanÍa,

a¡ul in ænjrnrcLion ïriü or¡r e:ctribÍtj.on trA Celebration of
iil Pittshrrghr at the Old Post Offiæ ltlser.un, PHf,f Ís offeringr a

series of lrorkstþps on tristoric presen¡ation ard local history.

Flstt a day on n¡raL preservatiør, the topic of the first rærk-

shop, \^re nlrv€ to the city to visit fÍve ænnþrcial stnrctt¡æs

Scùneider, Inc.

IGnneth C€ld,guiül

Ce¡¡ald L. Peckictl

RESEF$¿HTIO{ TORM FOR URB¡IN PRESEAS'NMObT SE¡IINAR

ÀaME

tumænn, 13r L976

PTM{E

^ãDDRESS

that have been restored for var¡rirrg uses incluùirry dor{ntown offíce h¡íldirgsr. rreigh-

bortpod øruercial tn¡ildings ard the fbeight lbr¡se at nstation SErare[ ræh¡ beirg

'i-i

9¡00 â.n.

to Resbæd Stn¡ctt¡n3s

fire Hildebrand fuildirtg, IL Seventh At¡ertue... o..'......... o.....

239 For:b Pitt BoulgVarrl.... ....................... o o......... o...

fhe Maul Buildirqr 1700'East Carson Stl€et,........ o ..............
12:30 Irrnch at Samtrts, 10th Street t

1:30 - 3¡00 Visit tp the F"reight, Ibrrse at "station Squaæ.o......

adapæa ir¡tp a Specialty Stromirrg Center.

descríbe their aAaprtir,rc use elqnrienæ.

in Old ni:nrirgtrari. i ú

,' ', itllt,,' "
DilIE: lfovenber 13 ,i [IME:

. . .; .r ...*.-." 
,

Fqistmt:ion $rilL be lÍmitsd to LtO -- -

SCHEDttrE: 9:00 - t2:00 F.ield Visits

Design Offices jJt BlocnÉield, 340 Pearlmar¡ Stæet.... '. . Ò........ I'ff,. Cs¡ald MaIçy
!'1r. clifford sutlíff

Àrttn¡r P. Ziegrler, ft.
Jarres lbrgart
Ellis SdunidtaPP

A specí a'l bus will plorride transportatiør tlrcr¡gfpft. ttre day. :fhe br¡s wilL lear¡e frun

tt¡e OId Fost Offiæ lrh¡ser¡n at B:30 a.m. ard return to the lû¡ser¡n at 3:30 p.m. Cost for

the ssni¡ar inctud.ing h¡nctr is 95.00 per person. this ssninar is part'ÍalIy fintH tY

t}re Bicentenrúal Carrrússion of Pornsylvania.

For information call Ellin Malone at 322-L204

rE

ÃFETLIJ{TION

( ) Þry check is enclosed ($5.00 per person)



Progrøms ønd Progress
we are pleased to announce that we are undertaking the res-
toration of three houses in Manchester that we have acqui red:
1330 Liverpool street, I ì 37 shef f ield street, and l3o5 v/est.,
North Avenue. All of these houses are built of brick, have
elaborate wood trim and date from ci rca lBTo-ì895. 0ne is
in the great block of Liverpool street that þre have been
workìng on for twelve years.

Funding has come through loans from the 312 Loan program of
the urban Redevelopment Authori ty, which provîdes the money
at 3'/" interest. The total loans are approximately $il5,000
and wi I I be repaid through rentals. \/ork i s nou, underway.

. .And i n B i rmi ngham, the south s i de chamber of commerce
approved a marketîng plan proposed by PHLF for the Bi rming-
ham Restoration Program along carson street. The aim of the
plan ís to encour'age the existing merchants to take advantage
of the city of Pittsburgh's low interest loan fund to restore
their buiìdings and to attract new merchants to the intrigu-
ing storefronts that I ine carson street. lncìuded in the
marketing plan ís a major new brochure on Bi rminghamrs
commercial and- residential area, advertising, flyers, pam-
phlets and restoration banners. Funding for the marketing
probram comes from the South s i de chamber of commerce and
the Hi I lman Foundation

..Good News for the Nevi I le House Restoration Campaignt
The bui ìding has been chosen by the CertainTeed Bui lding
Restoration Program to receive a new roof. lnstituted by
the Certa ï nTeed Corporat i on, Va I I ey Forge, Pa. the program
provides historic structures throughout the country wi th
new materials for roofing. Asphalt sculptured shingles
approximating the original shingles wi I I be instal led. 0ther
houses chosen for this program have included Thomas Edison's
Birthplace, Milan, 0hio, Christ Church, St. Simons lsland,
Georgia, King of Prussia lnn, King of Prussia, Pa., the birth-
places of John and John
Ashby, Fort Ashby, VJest

Adams, Qu i ncy, Mas s. and Fort
rg in ia.

a.
Vi

Activities abound at the Neville House. 0n September ll an.d
l2 the house was found bustl ¡nð rvi th activity, as the Nevi lle
House Fai r del ighted hundreds of visïtors and earned $3,438
for the resúoration effort.

0rganized by the members of the Nevi ìle House Auxi I iary,
the Faí r featured a tour..of ;the hous,e,r., pl,ánt,'-s.aie,;,.-,g¿mes, ..
quí lting display, Christmas sale, bake sale, arts and crafts.

Future act¡vi ties include a Members tea and an antique
faïr in the spring. ln the latter event, ant¡que dealers
will combíne their efforts to decorate the house.

For information on how to become part of the l'levil le House
Auxiliary, call Pat Wiley ât 322-1204.

..At the 0ld Post 0ffice, PHLF received a matching grant
of $15,000 from the Department of the lnterior to cover the
cost of making roof repairs, removing the païnt from the
fi rst floor wood trim on the exterior and restaining ¡t as
it originally vras and repainting the wood trim on the upper
floors. Funds also cover painting portions of the interior
of the bui lding, replastering areas where a roof leak caused
plaster damage and upgrading the electrical system.

on Famous Pittsburghers prov¡de
and women from a I I wa I ks of
greatly to American. life. Each
contemporary expert in the

C. Alberts, author of H.J. Heinz
will present a talk on-TiÏiìJGTñz

Museum.

6 7 -g pm.
has agreed to come from the North

.......$

observe C'hristmas customs in other
h actors (most of whom starred in
I and sing the carols of each land
young people formerlY associated
matter what their age).

inunity College witl entertain us
ill cãrry out the theme with ethnic
l. SfnOf,LIlIG MUSICIANS and group
h tfrat charles Dickens may even
I

I

b exquisite setting for our Christ-
p.m. Reservatiqns wíl1 be limited

Prices: Adult l,Iembers $4.50 each,
I each. Please use the form below

1

The lectures begin at B:00 p.m. and tickets are avai labìe,
for informatìon call 322-1204.

¡..t.'"!ltr g¡i1,,1-'; :;",1i

æHñrc
Bicentennial Lectures Planned
The Bi centennial lectures
a fascinating look at men
I i fe who have contri buted
lecture i s presented by a
field.

0n December 8, Robert
and !-l is 57 Varietles
at the 0ld Post 0ff ice

Upcoming Iectures include rrRob inson Jef fers-Poetrr by
Sara Henderson Hay, November 9 at the 0ld Post 0ffice.
Miss H"y, a poet has publ îshed numerous volumes of poetry
and won awards for her poetry.

November 30, Fletcher Hodges, the curator of the Foster
Hal I Col lection, the worìdrs largest assemblage of mater-
ial relating to the I ife'and works of Stephen Col I ins
Foster wï I I speak on Stephen Foster at the Stephen Foster
Memorial Hal I at 8:00 p.m. Refreshments wi I I fol low.

IS2L2



Design Offices

Itre Kildebrand edlding, LL Seventj

239 Fort Pitt,

fhe MauI Bui

12: 30 n:ncfi

1:30 - 3: 00 Visit, to t]te fþeight, Itcì
I

I

A specíal bus wiJ-l prorride Unnspor
,

the Old Fost Offiæ ltuseun at 8:30 i

tÌ¡e ssninar including }¡nctr is $5.0t

the Bicenter¡¡Tia1 Cannission of Penn

RESEFÍ\ÆTIOII

}[A¡48

FORM TCIR URB¡IN PRESEF(\'N

.âDDRESS

AFETTIATIO{

( ) Ify ctreclç is enclosed ($5.00 peri

For information call Ellin Mal

PHLF Supports City of Pittsburgh
Six Year Development Pnogram
We are very pleased to support the 1976 Six Year Develop-
ment Program of the City of P¡ttsburgh. We bel ieve that
itresponds to the basic needs of the citizens of Píttsburgh,
expends funds for real istic projects that can be implemented
on schedule, projects that wi I I improve our urban and neigh-
borhood envi ronment, improve the spi rit of our residents,
and thereby make the C i ty more attract i ve, more stable and
more viable as a place to ìive.

VJe are also pleased wi th the observations about the import-
ance of historic preservation and the work of our o\^/n organ-
ization, although we do,note again this year the absence ofI'Historic Preservation" as an al lowable Community Deveìop-
ment expendi ture categofy on the list of categories. \,/e
are not suggesting major funding for it but only that citi-
zens should know that the Communi ty Assistance Act does
allow. for that possibíìity.

\,/e Recommend:
l.We recommend that a smal I al location be made for appropri"tl

staff to speed up the sale of properties thät rev'ert to the
City. Many months have Iapsed since the last "4-Sale"
book was publ ished. A way should be found to immediately
notify the public and groups like ours that might be ín-
terested in acqui ring such properties when houses are
avai lable.

2. Large sums of money are recommended in the program for dem-
ol i t ion of abandoned'and deteriorated properties throughout
the City. llowever, mâny times these buildings åre struct-
ural ly sound but are a hazard onìy in thðt a porch is faì l -
ing down or wood trim is hanging loose and could fal I on
someone. I t would be cheaper and more useful to provide
$100,000 for interim repai rs to secure the property so
that i t i s not a hazard; thllt way such houses coul d be
avai lable to urban homesteaders, to the real estate com-
munity, and non-profit organizations to acquire at little
or no cost to restore. Every bui lding should be looked
upon as an important resource; as a genera I rule vacant
lots are not useful resources in the, City, but old houses
having archi tectural character and predating many of the
restrictive zoning requirements of today (lit<e set-backs)
wi I I attract new owners

I
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ALENDAR OF ßYEN

Bi centennial Lecture by
Sara Henderson Hay
B: 00 0ld Post 0ff îce

U rban P rese rva t i on Sem i na r
See detai ls page 3,

AIA Lecture by Charles GwathmeY
B:00 p.m.0ld Post 0ffïce
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Novembe r I I+-28

Novembe r 30

De cembe r

Fal I Flower Show
l0a.m.-8p.t. Station Square

Bicentennial Lecture bY
Fletcher Hodges
8:00 p.m. Stephen Foster
Memorial at University of Pgh

PHLF Annual Christmas PartY
7 p.m.-9 p.m. Statlon Square
Details on page 6.

December

And every Friday evening between 7:00 and
7:30 Hr. Van Trump does a spot on lJestern
Pennsylvqnla' architecture on the KDKA- TV

Bicentennia
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