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NEVILLE HOUSE
ACQUISITION-AND RESTORATION CAMPATGN

TO BE TAUNCHET)
''rW!

The house i s very handsome wi th i ts great s I opi ng
roofs and wi de trel I ised verandahs and ¡ t i s ex-
trenrely important architectural ly. lts style is
Vi rginian Vernacular and demonstrates the strong
Vi rginian influence that existed here when Western
Pennsylvania belonged to the colony of Vi rginia.

The Nevi ì le l"louse Auxi I ïary has organized a f und
raising campaign to restore the house and property.
The house wil I be used ês a museum of lSth century
I if e and of the \^/hi skey Rebel I ion, and wil I also
se rve as ¿r commun i ty cen te r. The Aux î I i a ry i s
seeki ng a ì arge membership and rvi I I host a f und-
rai s i ng fai r at the house i n September before the
restoration begins. Membership is S5. and contrì-
butions of any amount are tax deductible. Pìease
send your check to PHLF at the 0 I d Post 0ffi ce
Museum and mark ¡t "for VJoodville".

ffist oFFrcE MUSEUM

The Ameri can premiere of CARNEGI E by Scottì sh
playwright lan Brown will open l'1ay 7 in the 0ìd
Post 0ffi ce Huseum. Produced by Jul la Swoyer
and d i rected by Peter Grego, the p I ay i s bei ng
sponsored by the Pittsburgh History E Landmarks
Foundation, the PÏ ttsburgh Laboratory Theatre,
and the Pennsylvania Counciì on the Arts. James
D. Van T rump wi I I se rve as d rama tu rq.

The play uras f i rst presented professional ly ¡n
Edînburgh, Scotland ïn l4arch of 1973. ln additíon
to CARNEGIE'S historical signïficance for P¡ tts-
burgh, the play uras most appropriately written by
a descendant of the t ¡ tìe character. Author
Brown is expected to arrive in Fi ttsburgh for the
occas ion in late Aprï I and wi I I be here openïng
nìoht.

ln accordance wi th CARNEGIE's exPressionistïc style
th is product ion wi I ì not be turn i n1,: the Museum
into a theatre but wi I I make use of the Museum as
a space in i tseì f. CARNEGI E i s a character sketch
in the form of a play. Andrew Carnegie tel ls the
story of himself, his fami ly, and his vision. He

is "iro 
talked to and about as he wî th the help

of partners ' workers, mother, and wi fe re-enacts
the bui lding of his empi re. CARNEGIE ought to
capture the imagination and înterest of any and
al I recipients of the Carnegie legacy whether
in the form of a compet¡tive wil l, a I ibrary card,
or the gray residue on your windov¡si I ì.

CARNEGI E wi I I run Tuesdays through Sundays from
May / through May 19. Performances will begin at
8:30 p.m. with an admission charge of S2.00 per
tlcket.
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CARNEGIE PREMIERES

PHLF in conjunct¡on with the newly formecl tleville
House Auxiliary has begun a campaign !9 raise
S50,000 to ""qui." 

and restore \'loodvil le' the home

of the l'tevilìe family for nearly 200 y.ears and

Allesheny Countyis tå=t historic residence' The

;;iion's 200th y."t is certainly the most appro-
priate time to ?o"us attention on the house' whi ch

is sorely in need of restorat¡ve work' Located

in Col I ier to"nirtip on Route 50' Woodvi lle was

iï¡ii ".-t780-;; 
cãneral John r'leville' who lived

thereforaboutSyearsuntilhecompleteda
second house ntarUy on Bower Hill' At that time

\.loodville passed to his son Col' Presley Neville'

ln l79l John Ìlevi I ìe accepted the position as

excise tax in;;;;;"; rot ih" Pittsbursh area and'

by trying to "ãl 
lu"t the hated tax on whiskey '

tliqg.r.J the \'lhiskey Reþellion' 0n July-ì6' 1794'

"n ãñgty mob atiacteå John Nevi I I e's mans i on on

Bower-Hi I I and burned i t. The Nevi I ìe women and

children were evacuated to Woodville and from
there they watched Bower Hill burn' During the
same summer U,loodvil le uras threatened and narrowly
es caped the torch .

woodvi I le remained in the Nevi I le fami ly unti I

llrs. Joseph H. Faucet died in December, 1973'She
had been a great great great grandniece of John
Hãu¡ I i", "nã 

her ãeath ended the Nevi I I es' con-
necti on wi th the house that had cont i nued for
.l93 years.

Through the generosity of !hu heirs, PHLF will be

"¡1. 
io acquì re VJooduit t" f or a greatly- reduced

cas¡, cost of S25,000. ln addition to the main

house there are four outbui I di ngs ' The proPerty
measures tv,ro acres. currently, pending our fund-
raising effort, the property is being held in
trust for us.

Pittsburgh llistory ð( Landmarks Foundation

old Post office . Allegheny Square 'west ' Pittsburgh, Pa. 15

PHONE 4L2/322-L204
NUMBER 60 APRIL L976



CHAIRMA¡T'S RAMBLE
Ten or eleven years ago Mr. Van Trump and Idrove to the Al legheny Arsenal property at
4Ottr and Butler in Lawrencevi I le. 

-We 
wanted

to see the guarters where the ci ti zens of
P ¡ ttsburgh enterta ined General Lafayette atdinner in P¡ ttsburgh in 1824. We entered theheadquarters of a wholesale food concern which
had I eased the off i ce rs ' qua rte rs on the eas te rnside of the Arsenal. The run-down building
still showed evidence of the fine hand of Ben-jamin Latrobe, the archi tect of the Capi toì ofthe United States. The exterior, severe, inclassic orders, rel ïeved only by a del icatefan light over the door stood as ¡t uras. Agraceful dome in the hal I sti I I let in I ightfrom the sky. Pí les of food crates and boxes
lined the halls. The owner of the food concern
bras not unsympathetic to the old building--he
rented from the County and was proud of f, ¡ sguarters. [^le looked, marvelled at the importance
of the building (if h/e conceive our history isimportant) and left. 0utsíde on the stone wal Isurrounding the Arsenal, we admi red the I i ttle
wi ndow on the wa I I , adorned wi th a cast i ron
American eagle. and bearinq the rubric r,Al legheny
Arsenal US 1814". I^/e left and returned to our
desks.

A year or so later the buì lding bras demol ished,
a giant food store was constructed, the wall bras
removed for parking, and the I ¡ ttle i ron window
d i s appea red .

0ne supermarket fai led. Another now takes i ts
place; nothing remains here to be seen of the
Arsenal. Cars come and go from 4Ottr Street and
from Butler through the-old gateway.

0n the other side of the Arsenal, on 39tn Street,
the muti lated remains of one lone officerst
quarters stands along the old stone wall. Here
and there parts of the wal I are punctured for
entrance of trucks. 0ther parts are simply ob-
I iterated. Several other stone structures,
probably machi ne shops, survi ve along the ri ver
bank. The powder magazine, a fascinating struct-
ure in ìtself, st¡ìl survives, but in the park
above the Arsenal. I t too, however, shows a
fîne dísregard for history by îts neglect and
mísuse.

The greatest mystery of all in this lugubrious
tale of systematic destruction of what could have
been (and could be still if reconstructed) a
major attraction for P¡ttsburghers and visitors
is what happened to the Arsenal Gateway.

companying article stated that the County wouldraze the gateway, ptesented by a generous gestureof Howard Heinz to the County, anã reconstruct
¡ t ïn the center of a 100 acre plot in SouthPark to be known as ilArsenaI Grove,,. Thus thehistoric structure, long a feature of the p¡tts-
burgh scene and occurring many a time on old
Clty postcards, constructed during the War of
l8ì2 by Americars then most famouã architect,
sau, the Mexican War, and the panic of pre Civi I
l,lar days when P res i dent Buchanan ordered the
t rans fe r of i ts s tores to the south. P ¡ t tsbu rgh
citizens rose up en mässe to stop the transfer.
Next fol lowed the tragic and mysterious explosion
of 1862 which ki I led 78 persons.

The project never materialized for some occult
reason, lost in some dusty fi le in the Commission-
ers¡ office - but according to Mr. Joseph Bor-
kowski, a prominent and civic-minded Lawrence-
villian the gate st¡ll lives. ly'hen the gate þras
demol ished, the stones v\,ere numbered caref ul ly
agaïnst the planned reconstruction. VJhen the
reconstruct¡on mysteríously fai led, half of the
s tones ure re ca rted up to the powde r m¿¡gaz i ne and
there today you can see them built into a wall
above the I ¡ttle pond. The other half the county
buried beneath the parki ng lot of the supermarket
so that they too could not be carted away. tJho
knows but someday some enterprising commissioners
and some patriotic P¡ttsburgher will reconstitute
the gatevuay and restore whatts left of the Arsq¡_al?
Certainly no more fi tting gesture for the Bicen-
tennial could be conceived than at least a begin-
ning of this task. The gate could be reconstructed
on the original site with the original stones. The
powder magazine coul d be used for a worth ier pur-
pose than a County storage bi-n, perhaps as an
Arsenal museum. Do not P¡ ttsburghers meri t a
worthier remembrânce of thei r greât nineteenth
century history than nob, exísts in these pitiful
remains?

PHIPPS REPORT
CONSERVATORY CAMPAI GN RECE I VES HAJOR FOUNDAT I ON
AND INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT.

l,Je we re p leased to announce severa I weeks ago a
$15,000 grant from the Buhl Foundation for the
restoration of Phipps Conservatory. The Landmarks
Foundat ion wi I I use thi s grant on a matching funds
basis, on a dollar for dollar match with funds
from private individuals, thus encouraging grass
roots support i n th i s great res torat i on effort.
The fund raising campaign for the restoration of
Phipps Conservatory is now in i ts fifth successful
month. 0ver the last four months, the members of
the Ad hoc Commi ttee cha i red by Hrs. James H.
Chi lds, Jr. have given over th,enty sl ide lectures
on Phipps Conservatory to garden clubs and civic
organizations. The response has been excel lent.
Private individuals have contributed over $l6,OOO
and S20,500 has been rece ì ved i n grants from the
P¡ ttsburgh FoundatÍon, Hi I lman Foundation, and
the Mary Hi I lman Jennings Foundation.

The commi ttee now seeks match i ng funds from pri -
vâte individuaìs to supplement the Buhl Foundationgrant. Al I tax deductible donations should be
marked r¡Phipps" arìd sent to p¡ ttsburgh History E
Landmarks Foundation,0ld Post 0ffice Museum,
I Landmark Square, P¡ ttsburgh, pa. l52lZ.
At the Conservatory, restorati on work i s progress-
ing steadily. Several display houses.have been

reg I azed, wood sect i ons c¡f the houses have been
replaced, primed, and painted wïth mildew resis-
tant paints, the glass has been replaced in part
of the Palm Court and ín over half of the growing
rooms, several neh, concrete benches have been in-
stal led throughout the Conservatory, neu, cypress
wood growi ng tables have been constructed for the
orchid col lection, and a neh, storage bui ldïng has
been erected. Your help is st¡ ll needed, however.
The Ad hoc Committee has a goal of 9250r000 to be
raised by 1977. These funds are needed to supple-
ment the appropriations already committed by the
Ci ty for ful I restoration of the Conservatory.

A special free sl ide lecture on the history,
deve I opmen t, and cu rren t p rob I ems bf Ph i pps
Conservatory is available for groups by calling
Patricia \^liley at Pittsburgh History 6 Ländmarks
Foun da t i on , 322-l 20\.

--that you could spare, that is. We are în needof volunteers to work in our Gift Shop. 0urworkers find this job quite interesting becausenot on I y do they ge t to see the new me rchano i secorning in, but they have an opportunity to meet
other volunteers, make friends, meet and work
wi th our staff, and talk wi th the many folks who
s top i n the S hop to b rowse and buy.

The Shop operates ìn two shifts: l0:00 a.m, tol:00 p.m., and l:00 p.n. to 4:30 p,n. on-Tuesdaysthrough Fridays; and l:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. onSaturdays and Sundays.

lf you have some tíme to spare each week and areinterested in working in the Gi ft Shop, please
call Hrs. Emeríck at 322-lZO\ to arrange for aperiod of orientat ion and a spot on our schedule.

DO YOU HAVE 3 HOURS A WLEK?



OLD POST OFFICE EXHIBTTS,.GREAT GRANDMOTHER'S HOT]SE''

For a ful I month prior to the pHLF Christmasparty, the main gallery of the 0ld post 0ffice
Museum was the scene of bu i I d i ng a major neb,
exhi bi tion. The victorian Housà 

"ont 
¡rt, of four

ma i n rooms and an en t rancev,ray, comp I e te wi th ahorse-d rawn taxi wa i t i ng outs i de. The house i n-cludes a large parlor, a study, a dining room,
and a bedroom. The rooms were fu rn i sheã from the
museum's col lect ion of vi ctori an furni ture, andby loans from members. Chester LeMaistre lentseveral oriental rugs and victorian chandel iersin addition to some fine furniture, and generously
gave his time to help desîgn the rooms. His 

"rso.liate, Richard curran aided in arrançring furniture
and accessories accordi ng to Vi ctorian-tastes.
Bui lding the exhibi t requi red participation fromnearly everyone on the pHLF staff, and the tasksranged from wal lpapering, painting,,and wal l-
bui lding to hanging pictures, laying rugs, andcarrying furniture. PHLF volunteers assembledfor one en t i re day to deco ra te the new exh i b i tfor Christmas. I n the process of rearranging themain gal lery, a new toy museum bras created on thethi rd floor. l t presently contains games and toybanks from the nineteenth century anà over one
hundred dol I s from around the world. Al though theindividual toys will be changed from time to time,the Toy Museum will occupy the Third Floor Gallery
permanently.

The victorian House Exhibit will continue through
spring of 1976. I t wi I I be replaced by a speciãl
Bicentennial exhi bi t for the remainder of 1976,

BOOKS
HISTORY & LANDMARKS
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OLD PRINTS OF PITTSBURGH

They have appeared in the lower gallery, in halls,
and in stai rwel ls. Suddenly every square foot of
hangable museum wal I has been hung wi th old prints
and I ithographs of Pittsburqh. The prints comprise
the museum's newly enlarged print col lection, which
bras acqui red largely f rom George and S iegrid I'lama.
At the moment it is being displayed almost in its
enti rety. The subject matter is varied, though
mostly industrial, and the prints date from 1860
to l9ì0. Many of the prints appeared original ly
in Harperrs Weekly and provide ãn excel lent pictor-
ial record of the floods and fi res, blast furnaces,
barges, and yes, even pastora I scenes of the a rea
in its early days. The prints will be on exhibit
th rough I 9Zg.

MAYOR DONATES
TO PITTSBURGH

We are pleased to note a gift of more than two
dozen vol umes of books dea I i ng wi th urban des i gn,public policy, and metropolitan concerns, from
Mayor Pete Flaherty and his wi fe. The books have
been added to the J ames D. Van T rump L i b ra ry andare, together wi th our now more than 4,500 volumes
avai lable to our members for use at the Huseum.
l,le remínd our members that there ís a special
Membersr Reading Room given to the Museum by the
Al legheny county commi ttee of the National óociety
of Colonial Dames of America.



Old Post Offíce Gift Shop Corner
l.le would like you to visit and shop the recently
"personal ized" gi ft shop. ln keepíng wi th the
0ld Post 0ffice Huseum our gift shop nook has itr
oh,nrrlookr'. l,lerve added color and changed displays
and are very proud of the way we can now show off
the beautiful series of Landmark plates, pebrter
âccessory pieces and fine brass pieces. We have
a separate department for Pi ttsburgh momentoes
including mugs, sl ides and notecards. Books, as
always a fascinatìon, are sti I I a focal poînt for
browsers and serious students. l.Je have many neh,
books, most of which deal with pÌttsburgh and
Pennsylvania:
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LANDI,lARK SERIES CHINA

lf you have not been in to see- -hina hre are sure you
' .-â c^nt. - c the

the neh, Landmark
wïll vrant to come
nieces of the
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TOTJRS
.BUS T0UR T0 C0LUMBUS, 0H tO APRIL 2\-25

0ur tour wi I I leave the 0ld Post 0ffÌce Museum at
9:00 a.m. on April 24. tte witl arrìve in Columbus
for lunch at Plankrs Garden Restaurant in German'Village. The afternoon will be spent with our guide
in orientation and tourïng German Vi I lage. Dinner is
on your own and a list of the restaurants in the area
will be furnished. tle will be staying at a motel
right in German Vi I lage so that everything wi I I be ín
walking distance.

Sunday morn i ng wi I I see us on our v,,ay to Roscoe
Vi I lage where we wi I I have lunch in the restored
tJarehouse Restaurant. The afternoon wi t I be gi ven to
our orientation and tour of Roscoe vi I lage attract¡ons
0ur bus wil I return to the 0ld Post 0ffice at approx-
imately 7:00 p.m.

The cost of the tour ïs S50. per person based on
double occupancy, and includes bus, hotel, admissions
and al I meals except Saturday dinner.

Quite a few are already registered for thïs tour so
donrt be di sappointed, send your reservation soon !

. RESE RVAT I ON

NAME

FORM FOR COLUMBUS TOUR

PHON E

ADDRESS

NAME OF PERSON ROOI'tING WITH ME

AMOUNT ENCL0SED (5S0. per person)

SINGLE SUPPLEI.IENT REQUESTED ($IO.Addi tiONAI)

APRIL 2\-25



The publ ication is the result of PHLF's Neighbor-
hood Exhibit/Self-Planning Program in Allegheny
funded through grants from the llational Endowment
for the Arts and the H i I I man Foundat ion. The
program provided the means for four older neighbor-
hoods to engage ín self-planning and to develop
an exhibit and publ icatïon about theïr communities.
The structure and content of Allegheny v\rere devel -
oped originally by a committee of representatives
from Central North Side Neîghborhood Counci l,
the Mexican tJar Streets Society and the Allegheny
tlest Civic Council.

UPffi

ffi
0rder Form for ALLEGHENy
Send with check or money order

P¡ ttsburgh History 6 Landmarks
The 0ld Post 0ffice
A I I egheny Sq ua re Wes t
P¡ttsburgh, Penna. 15212

Please send me:

copy(¡es) of ALLEGHENy @ S3
S I 0.00 hardbound (Hardbound
soon and shipped as soon as

to:

Founda t i on

50 paperback or
wi I I be ready very
bre rece i ve them)

PHLFTs long-awaited book, Allegheny is nolì,
able for sale. The publ icãffiîthored
by Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr. and t^lalter C. K¡
an historical and photographic essay on Al
P¡ttsburghrs North Side.

NAME

PHONE

ENCLOSED IS $-FOR A MENÍBERSHIP

( Your cancelled check is your recei¡rt. )

Sub total ........S
f f Members only', 5Z díscount......S
Pennsylvania sales tax G2.,.....S
Postage and handling. .,....S

ava r

joint
dney

avail-
jointly
dney i s
I e gheny ,

lllustrated with many old photographsr fiâps and'
drawings, the book traces the rise of Allegheny
in the late lSth century through i ts expansion,
decline and subsequent rebirth as a new town/old
tov,,n ïn the late l960ts. lt brings înto sharp
focus the people and the fine historic architecture
of the area through 20 pages of recent photographs
taken by Joe Rosen.

Each of the un ique commun i t i es that make up
Allegheny receive special note in the publication:
The Al legheny Commons Communities of Central North-
side, Al legheny \,lest, l.lexican l.lar Streets and East
Norths ide, the North Shore, Manchester, Fineview,
East Street Valley, Troy H¡ll and Spring Hill.

+ ìr ì¿ + ì¿ ì¿ ì¿ ì!, + :F + ri + + rÍ ì¿

FORT WAYNE RAILROAT)
BRIDGE SAVEI)
PHLF is pleased to announce that under the neì^t
Conrail System adopted by Congress, the threatened
Fort ïJayne Rai I road Bri dge cross îng the Al legheny
River at llth Street has been saved and wí ll be
retained for the foreseeable future.

Dating from l90l-04, this brïdge is of double-
decke$ through truss construction and v{as desi gned
by the Pennsy I van i a Ra i I roadrs eng i neers. The
bri dge descri bed in LAND|4ARK ARCH ITECTURE 0F
ALLEGHENY C0UNTY as "the most rugged and powerful
of Pi ttsburghrs river bridgesrr is seen by PHLF to
be an important visual asset to the downtown river-
scape.

ln additïon, PHLF has long supported the continu-
ation of rai I service to downtown P¡ ttsburgh and
the i ncl us ion of the Bri dge i n the Con ra i I pl an
assures thÍs. The Bridge serves Amtrak trains
to Ch i cago.

Pittsburgh History E Landmarks Foundation
MEMBERSHIP,APPLICATION ¡.NNUITI MEMBERSHIP DUES:

individual ......from $10.00

Husband & lùØife. from $12.00

Contributing ....from $10.00

Sustaining .....from $1Q0.00

E New

ADDRESS

'50

r
i

TOTA L

N AME

ADDRESS ztP

lk :k :t ik :t Jb :l ik * tL :k :t * :t :t *

HISTORIC LANDMARK PLAQUES

The Plaque committee of pittsburgh History 6 Land-marks Foundation announced today that in honor ofthe Bicentennial it plans to honor an increased
number of architecturar ry s¡gnificant bui rdings in
A I I egheny County wi th Landma rks p I aques.

The Landmark plaque program beç¡un in l96g has
aurarded seventy-two plaques to distinguish archi-tectural ly vaìuable structures througñout the areaand to encourage their preservation.

communities and owners of architecturally
ficant structures are encouraged to submi tes and suggestions to pittsburgh History €,arks Foundation.

The qualifications are: r. the buirdinq must be ofarch!Igctural significance rather rhan historical lysignificant. That is it must be distinsuished inits own design rather than by historical events.
2. The bui lding must be extant and i ts ¡ntegri ty
must be unaltered. Plaques are not given to his-torical sites, only exìsting bui ldinfs. Al I en*tries should contain a brief descritpion of thebuilding and a photograph of ¡t.

For information: contact PHLF office, 322-1204.

Loca
s ign
entr
Landm

.....f¡om 5500.00

. from $ 1.000.00

Orgenizations:

Active . .from $25.00

ContribLrting

Sust¿ininc .....f¡om $10000

Patron . f¡om 3500.00

3.

t.

À,ÍEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES

F¡ee admission ro the Old Post Oflce, the
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Museum.

lll discount on purchases at the Old Post

Ollice M¡.rseum Gift Shop.

Srrbscription to "News for Members" and spe-

cial publicarions on a¡chitecnr¡e and history.

Free aclmission or discount tickets for walk-
ing end btrs tours.

F¡ee admission ro winre¡ lecture series.

Notification of nerv exhibits at the Old Post
Oflìce.

Partici¡ation in ln organizarion given na-

tional :rs'ards "for the vigor of its programs."

Patron

Life

5.

6

7.

Jì¡",'" e
f,lu å'n.¿¡


