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I{EVII,I,E HOUSE MAY BE SAVEI)
Corps of Englneers Project Threatens Grounds

PennDOT Stymies Park

At the urging of PHLF, Col I ier Township plans to
purchase the historic Neville house on Route 50.
The township wi I I maïntain the bui lding and give
¡f ¡ -community use.

The Neville House, called "Woodville", is one of
l,lestern Pennsylvania's most important extant lStfr
century houses: i t is on the National Reqister of
Historic PN¿ees. Bui lt in 1785 by John Nevi I le,
a Vîrginian who came to the Pittsburqh area in 1775.
The house ref lects the inf luence of Virqinia archi-
tectural precedent in the wide trel I ised verandahs
and the great s loping roof. A few years after he
built the house, General John Neville buîlt another
house for hi msel f nearby and "Woodvi I I e" passed to
his son, Colonel Presley Nevi I le. General Nevi I le's
new house, "Bovrer Hill" w¿rs burned durina the
Whiskey Rebel lion ín 179\. V/oodvî I le remained in
continuous l{evi I le possession until 1973 when Mrs.
Joseph H. Fauset a great-great-qreat grandn i ece of
John Neví I le died.

Followinq Hrs. Fausetrs death,rrWoodvì'l le"'s future
was precärîous.

The house s tood vacan t for mðny mon ths and poss i b ¡ I -
ity of sale to a commercial developer threatened the
existence of this historic house. ln addition,
the initiaì Chartiers Creek flood control pro.ject
cal led for a temporary loop of Route 50 to pass
th rough the f ron t ya rd of the l.lev i I I e house and
the proposed construction of a cut-off channel
for the Chartîers Creek at the edge of the Nevi I le
house woulrJ have el iminated the c¡rounds at the
side of the house.

PHLF met wi th the Army Corps of Engineers and de-
veloped an al ternative proposal that wi I I preserve
the integrity of the land surroundinq the house;
we also prepared a landscaping desiqn for the area
which includes the development of a natural rock
wêterfal I in place of a concrete drop structure irr
the ma in channe I of Cha rt ie rs C reek. Th i s vrou I d
in effect soften the concrete channel and relate
the stream to the surroundi nç¡ landscape; çr{:¿rt inq
â parkl ike area so that Feople wi ì I have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the stream.

The Corps has been cooperat i ve and i s now revi ewi ng
the PHLF proposal; hôwever, many months have passecl
and no answer has been receïved from the Corps.

Currently Coll ier Township is seeking to obtain the
nine acres south of the Nevilìe liouse to develop a
commun i ty park. PennDOT uses th i s area for a
storac¡e area and is unwi ll inq to relinquish ¡t f or
the township's use.

So the struggle continues-- the hístoric Neville
House appears to have bgen preserved, but what of
the beautiful lanri that surrounds this unique
building?

B. To promote the authorization and adequate ap-
propriation of public funds for the above purposes.

C. To encourage the imaqinative, effective and co-
ordinated administration of publ ic proqrams in the
above areâs; and to moni tor such proqrams to en-
sure that they are fairly and eff iciently aclminis--
tered.

D. To work cooperatively tor^/ard the above ends with
the ll ationaì Trust for Historic preservation, other
historic and envi ronmental organizations, local
community qroups, private business, ìabor leacl ers,public officials and government aqencies, and all
others interested in securinq the above encls.

E. To educate and ïnform the public, and to use allproper means, includinq mass communications, pub-
ìications and the leqal process to promote the
above objectives ancl secure widespread citizen sup-port therefor.
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Preservationists Create Citizen
Lobby for Preservation

Leaders in preservation throughout the Uni ted
States have _i oined toclether to form â new national
organizatîon cal led Preservation Action. preser-
vation Action is a 501 (c) (4) , non-profi t corpor-
ation whose sole purpose wi I I be to lobby for qood
legislation for preservation. lt wil I be the only
national citizens lobbyinq çjroup that is orqanizecl
to protect and i mprove Ameri cars man-made envi ron-
ment and to preserve our historic, cultural, archi-
tecturaì and envi ronmental heri taqe. Arthur p.
Ziegler, Jr. has been eìected a member of the steer-
inc¡ committee of the organizatíon.

Statement of Purpose of Preservation Action:

A. To propose and secure the enactment of needed
leqislation at the federal, state and ìocal levels
for the protection and enhancement of the man-made
environment and the preservation of our architect-
ural, culturaì, historic, archaeoloqical ancl en-
vironmental heritaoe; and to oppose leqislatïon
inimical to the above; all, in order to hrinq
about civic betterment and soci al improvements for
our citizens and their communities.
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GARDEN COURT OPENING

0ver 1,000 people attended the dedication ofPIILF's 0ìd Post 0ff ïce Museum Garden Court
ceremony on Saturday, September ZB.

The dedication ceremonies took place in the Alcoa
Performi.nct. Arts Plaza of the Garden Court. t^/ith
the backdrop irf"the Manchester- Bridge scuIptures,
Charles Covert Aren'sbeFg,'chai:rman of pHLF, and
Arthur P. Zieq-fer,''J.rr;,prèii.dent of PHLFr €X-
pressed theï r grati tude and thanks to the many
people v¡ho made the dream of a garden court a
reality. T. Ames \^/heeler, treasurer of the Smith-
son i an I nst ¡ tute brought greet i nos ând good wi shes
from the Smi thson i an I nst i tute.

Special tribute bras paid to Mr. Arensberg. James
Bibro a member of PHLF's Board of Trustees pre-
sented a special plaque to Charles Covert Arens-
berg that will be placed on the iron qates leading
to the Garden Court. lnscribed on the plaque are
these words:

This gateuay to the Garden Court ís dedieated
to our finsl; President and Chairma.n of the
Board of Tt,ustees, ChanLes Couert Arensbenq.
His be'l.ief that a city shouTd be beaut.ifuL'
defínes our i.deals and inspires oun uork;
this eourt is designed in that. sytitít. It
eontains seuLpture fram demoLished buiLd-
'Lnas, erhibit.s of eontemponany ants, and a
green garden.

Ilere" surna,unded by the mod.ern eity, Voua?e invited to refLeet upon our Lo-st 
-areh-

itectureo to uieut outdoon eæhibits and
perfonmina ants, to partíeípate ín a Ðar-
iet;y of eommunity aetiuities " a.nd, anidst
the trees and øreen, enjoy repose.

Fol lowing the dedication ceremonies pHLF members
and f riends strol led throuç¡h the Garden Court
and the Museum and enjoyed champagne and hors
d'oeuvres p rovi ded by the Joseph Horne Company.

PHLF extends a spec ia I than!<s to the Joseph Horne
Company who abìy planned and executed the party
fol lowinq the ceremony. The attractive room dis-
plays in the museum featuring the Smi thsonian
Collection of Fieldcrest linens and the younfJ men
and women dressed in lgtfr century costumes made
from the Fieìdcrest coì lection added a festive note
to the grand occasion.
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Board of Education f)estroys Cowley School
Refuses Artifacts to PHLF
Sends Them to Scrap Heap

Cowley school, a handsome three-story Romanesgue
buildîng of orange brick and stone trim is now
rubble! A grade school serving the North Side
since 1896, the bui ldinq was a landmark in central
North S i de on She rman Avenue. I ts p I an was an
interestinq one, particularly from the point of
view of the open classroom today. Rectanqular in
shape, the bui lding had classrooms around the" per-
imeter of each floor, al I of which opened onto a
central courti ¿,'well penetrated the court f rom
the first floor'to a skyìighted roof. Tl'¡erefore,
the bu i I d i nq had an extens i ve common space on each
f loor with visîbility to f loors above and below as
wel I as ample dayl ight. Around the wel I on each
floor was an intricate and beautiful iron rail.
The building was sturd,y ancl in qood conditîon.

0utside there urere paved pìayçtrounds and the entir
exterior area r^ras bordered by a câst i ron f ence
\^,¡ th ornamental q"ites.

However, having buiìt a neu, school on the open
plan near the Allec¡heny Commons, the Board of
Education decided to dispose of the old one. Al-
though we examined the old buí lding, we could not
develop a preservatîon plan fast enough.

Ì./e dï d contact the p lanner f or the Board of Eclu-
cation and were assured that the ornamental i ron
and stone would be made availah¡le to us for theqarden court at the 0ld Post 0ffice Museum.

Suddenly, to our astonishment, a huge crane with a
headache ba I I a rr i ved on the s i te and b.qan to
batter down the bui lding. \^le contacted the Board
of Education about our arti facts and were told
that the Board had decided not to gïve them to us.
S i nce we thought they had been promi sed to us, ancj
since no word had arrivecJ to the contrary, we felt
a trust had been betrayed.

More important, ât a time when publ îc interest in
our past and in preservatíon is erowïno, and at a
time when recycl ing materials is of acute ïmport-
ance, the Board of Educat i on shou I d not cons i gn to
annihilation all of the iron, all of the stone, all
of the desks, al I of the metal lockers, and many
another reusable Ítem. lf nothîng else, all of
these objects coul d have been sol d to hel p a I I ev-
iate the Board's tight budget. But better yet,
why not commissio¡ ¿;'flan for reuse? Such a plan
could not be more expensive than demolition.

Sínce we have had such excellent cooperation with
all other public agencies in the city, county,
and state, we can on lv hope that the Board of
Education will in the futrure be alert to the sig-
nif icance of such a buildinq ancl ¡ts contents. 0ur
educational establ ishment should be settinq an
example of recycl ing, of savinS the best of our
past, and of upholding public trust.



The I'lcKeesport National Bank offers the ful I
range of tradítional banking services, but what
distinguishes it from many other banking insti-
tut¡ons is the phi ìosophy of the Bank,s president
Mr. Reed Aìbi9. 0ver his past twenty yêars as
the Bank's president, Mr. Albig has amassed an
interestíng coì lectÌon of Anericana and European
collectibles that âre on display in the main
offíce of the Bank in McKeesport and in branch
off íces. ln many instances, a valuãble ant¡que
becomes the focaì point for the Bênk branchrs de-
corating scheme. The Branch office at the County
Ai rport is decorated in the Country French Manor,
at the center of this scheme is an old French
bread safe. The Raìnbow area branch boasts a
plaza designed around an old ni I ìstone found by a
farmer during the excavatìon of a shopping center
a rea.

At the center of Mr. Albigts interest in preserv-
ing the past and relatÌng it to present uses is
the buildÌn9 which houses the main offices of the
McKeesport Natíonâl Bank at 5th and Sinclai r
Streets ìn McKeesport. Bui lt Ín ì889 when the
Bank outgrew its original location in the \,rhite
Bui lding on 5th Avenue in McKeesport, the bui ld-
ingrs architects are said to be Longfel low, Aìden
and Harlow, ð firm best known for ¡ts design of
Carnegie lnstitute in 0akland.

The Bank's original minute book on display Ín the
Bankrs Board Room documents the history of the
Bank's growth and the ensuing decision to move to
more substant¡al quarters. Founded in 1887 by a
group of prominent McKeesporters and including on
their origînal Board of Directors that em¡nenr
Pi ttsburgh financier, Andrew Mel lon, the bank was
orí9ínal ly known as the Shoe and Leather Bank. The
first entry ¡n the oriqinal minute book dated
April 15, 1887 is a move to change the name of
the bank from Shoe and Leather Bank to Bank of
l,lcKeesport, The bankts fî rst president was Jamer
Evans. Mr. Evansr family had lonq been associat(
with McKeesport; his father Oìiver Evans settled
there Ín l8l6 and lived most of his lífe on the
Hi I I Farm overlooking McKeesport. AccordÌng to
Mr. Albiq, Mr. Jâmes Evâns owned much of the res
dential land in McKeesport and he was ân active
fiqure in the McKeesport communi ty.

I t wâs Mr. Evans i n commí ttee wi th W. C. Soles, an-
othe r of the Bankrs d i rectors, who made the com-
mendåtion Apri | 26, I 889 that Longfel low, Alden
and Harlow be enployed as archi tects for the new
bank bui ldin9. I t must be assumed that the orig-
inal plans and drawings for the buî ìding were
approved by the Bank's Board aìthouqh thís is not
documented in the minute book. Today, the bank
still has these drawings and plans of the proposed
bui lding; however, they are unsìgned and there is
no further nention in the mïnute book of the
archi tects Longfel low, Alden and Harlow.

l.rhat is documented in the minute book, however, is
the frustràtion of building construct¡on in the
ìate l9th century. Acting quickly in July, 188!
the bank Di rectors awarded the bui ìdinq contract
to a Mr. Daniel Stiâtton in the amount of S35,000.
Mr, Strêtton was toìd thãt he would receive a pre-
mium i f he had the bui ldìng under roof by December
of that yeår. ln September i t was decided that an
addi tional story would be ådded to the proposed
buí ìdin9 making i t fíve stories and an attic. An
entry in the minute book, December 27,1889 notes
thât ¡,1r, Strätton, the contractor has fai led to
have the bui lding under roof ênd wi I I forfei t un-
less he has the bui lding completed by Harch 20,
ì890. There is no mentÌon from hereôn ¡n the
mÍnute book that the bui ldínq has been completed.
0ne wonders whether llr, Stratton ever received his
premium which surely would have been noted in the
Bankrs records, or whether he faded ãwav forfei t ino
his prenium, By Mârch l89O the bank bui ldíng rnust'
have reached some stâ9e of complet¡on becåuse at
this time the Dìrectors saw fít to award the con-
tract for interior furnÌshings of the Bânking Room
to an Andrews E Compåny. S2,300 were spent on the
interior fi ttings which were described by the
Mc-5s_9å!_9.9-q_?.1_l_y__!-9_Iå as "f urnished with rich, but
q u í e t tas te.rr

Special mention should be made of the Bank vault
and the safety deposi t room. Early in the Bank's
construction, a decision was made to contrâct with
The Nat i ona I Safe Depos i t and Vau I t Company of
Pittsburgh for the Bank Vauìt and to attempt to
encou rå9e the compåny to i nc ì ude î n the package
150 safety deposit boxes. I t was the general cus-
tom at this time for banks to ìease space to a
separate compâny who wouìd provide and naintain
the safety deposit room. The Bank eventual ly
I eased th i s space to the McKeesport Safe Depos i t
Company. Evidentìy the Nâtionâl Safe Deposi t and
Vault Company was uninterested in the Bank's ef-
forts tor¡Make a dealr'.

They did, however, provide a unique vault for the
Bank, one thât sti ì I remains in use today. I t is
one of only four vauìts made by this compåny ånd
one of two in existence todayr the other being in
Scrånton. The vault is made entirely of steel and
the door mechanisn is ful ly automatic; a sì iding
door disappears into the wal I of the vault,

0n September 9, l89l the McKeesport Bank became a
Nåtionaì Bank and it is at this time thât we are
assured by an arti cle in the McKeespor! Dai Iy News
that the new bu i l d ing has beeñ-ä?ããliTîJ-Ty com-
pleted. The headì ine reads rrAn important metamor-

phosis ín-a leading commercial insti tution'r, andthe ârticle çroes on: ¡rThe enterprising and publicspir¡ted officers and directors erectéd the presentimposing structure . . . whìch is one of the publicinst¡tutions of the city to wh¡ch all refer andpoÌnt to with prÍde.', ihe articìe,s coicìusion iseven nore enthusiastîc,
A -McKeespov'ter, ín a str.ange citu ín soeakinaof the characterístics of ou, o7:,hr- '"ia
pubLic features uoutd ná't |äit-íå" "Lf"" øthis buíLding, a synbol of the solírJity ofthe nanagers of the bank and of theír "enterpníse.

Since its completion, the l'lcKeesport Nâtional BankBuilding has undergone numerous remodelings. TheBank original ly occupÌed only one_hal f of thefi rst floor and as the Bank grew ,o.. 
"nd *o."of the building has been converted to Bânk use.Mr. Albíg notes that this has been a contínuousprocess but remodel ing of the bui lclinq dätes backto ì910.

^t 
this writing the McKeesport Nationaì BankBuildïn9 stands at 5th and Sincìair Streets inthe midst of vast, vacant spâces. The land sur_roundîng Ìt has been cleared to make way for anew deveìopment complex. Certainly the existenceof the Bank Bui ldinq is â tríbute io the success

of inteqratîng the pðst wî th the future. Thebuiìding is a significant tribute to lgth centuryârchitecture ênd mâintains within its strucrure
fascinatinq memorabi I ia documentinq the bui ìdin9'sinception and its history

NOTES FROM JAMES D. VAN TRUMP

The Bankrs M¡nutes of ì889 state that the archi_tectural f¡ rrn of Longfel low, Aìden and Harlow ofEoston ånd pittsburgh had been enqaged to desÌgnthe new buí ldin9. Al rhough thís is-the only rãf_erence to the architects to be found ín the in_stitutionrs records the structure is very obvious_ly the work of thât fi rm which had U""i åstâbl ish_
gd il f ittsburgh ín t888 by three ruew Englanders__Frank Alden, Alfred Harlow, ånd Alexandei f-onq_feì low--the latter a nephew of the famous po.t.
The f,lcKeesport Bank was undoubtedly desiqned inthe Píttsburgh office of the firm which ias mânag_ed by Alden and Harlow (Longfellow was in chargeof the Bos ton b ranch) and i I bea rs a s t rànq re_semblance both in style and materiål to the otherearìy bui ldings of the new fi rm which during thenext two decades became the largest and most pres_tiqious in the City.

Thîs five story and âttic structure with ìtspitched roof and walls of pompeiian brick andcêrved stone was des¡9ned ín the R¡chardsonian
Romanesque manner so fashionabìe åt the tine__indeed the young New Enqland archi tects had âl ìbeen trained wel I in that style due to thei r closeconnection with the oreat H.H. Richardson. Thegeneraì mass, the rock-faced masonry and some ofthe carved detai I of the bui ìdin9 aie general ly
medieval istic and Richardsonian, but iÃ some of
the detai I ing there îs a hint of the renewed in-
terest in the Classical, particularly the ltalianRenaissance, which qraclually became it. stylistichallmark of the firmrs work durinq the lg!0's. TheMcKeesport Bank is arch¡ tectural ly an intàrestinq
document in the transitìon from the Romanesque to
the late l9th century I tâl iãnate, âs wel I as ahiqhly sophistocated design which no other local
designer could have rivaled at the time.

Preservation In théBanking World
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attract neu, res¡dents,or whi ch f ace irninent prob-
lems of urban b I i qht. r ncl uded may be a rural townthat could potential ly suffer from urban sprawì.
V/e u/ant to enable the ne¡ qhborhoods to discover
that they have an opt ¡ on for new, sound vi tal i ty
and that the exerc¡se of that option I ies not so
much in publ ic agencies as ¡ t I ies in themselves.
For the f îrst time ne¡ghborhoods will be able to
engäge in self study ânå formulate their ourn im-
provement goals, then submít them to the proper
publ ic ¿¡nd private agencies to secure help rather
than be in a posi tion of beinçJ the unwi I I infl re-
cipients of programs from publ¡c agencies.

Both the Natíonal
Hil lr¡an Foundation
of our experience
commitment to rev¡
out dislocation of
felt that PHLF r^ras
experiment of what

Endowment for the Arts and the
have granted the funds because

in ne¡ghborhood activi ties, our
taìization of old buildinqs ur¡th.
res¡dents, and because they
bes t equ ¡ pped to conduct the
they hope b, i I I be a qood neur

be adopted across the Un i tedapproach that can
States.

The program br¡ll
June 30, 1975.

begin 0ctober I

For example, residents
ne ¡ ghbors about the h ¡

an architectural tour,
crafts from embroidery

might interview elderly
story of their area, develop
or display un¡que home
to canning.

RECOGNITION
PHLF has awarded an hi s-
toric landmark Plâque to
the Bridgeville Public
Library, Thñ l-ibrarY was
built in 1870 as a Rail-
road Depot. I t was saved
and restored bY the local
people. Our commendations
on this act of Preserva-
t ì on !

Ultimately each group hr¡ll assemble an exhibition
about its area to be shown both in their ne¡qhbor-
hoods and at the 0ld Post 0ffice Museum. The ex-
hibition ïn turn w¡ll be put ïn booklet form for
widespread local distribution. \,Je ì^/ant to bring
thi s program to nei qhborhoods that eî ther have lost
thei r abi I i ty to retain thei r young people and

I\EW I{EIGHBORHOOT)
PROGRAMS BEGUI{

Under matchinç, grånts total li ng 558,672 f rom the
National Endowment for the Arts, l,/ashington, and
the Hî I lman Foundat¡on, Pittsburqh, we are going
to undertake a new experimental program in several
neighborhoods in Al legheny County.

The goal of the program is to help ne¡qhborhood
people see and understand thei r neighborhoods more
clearly ând to enumerate the strengths of the
ne i ghborhood that they shou I d bui I d upon and the
weaknesses that should be el iminated.

The grant provi des the means for not less than two
or more thân four aging neiqhborhoods in Al legheny
County to determ¡ne thei r unique qual ities; thei r
s t rengths as a commun ¡ ty.

We wi I I encourage the residents to articulåte
their areats physical attributes including archi-
tecture, location, transportation system, land-
scape features, histor¡cal development, and human
qualities.

Each ne¡ghborhood will design its own workinq pro-
cesses. The tools w¡ I I include dîscussions, inter-
views, bJalks, photography, research, ând access to
profess íonal ass i s tance when needed.

Bridgeville [ibrorY
Gels Coboose Grqnt

the Bridgeviue Lihary has
reæived a $5,000 grant Jron
the Pittsburgh Foundatiôn to
rcturbish m old railroad ca-
boose for use æ a childr&'s
æction of the librily.

tn order to qualily for the

drant, the library ran two
campaigns that raised more
tha $6,000. Ihe funds came
from the fomdation's chöles
H. Spang Fud.

and concl ude
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Old Post Offi,ce Exhíbit I{ews
Art Schwerin's exhibït of Shadow Boxes opened September l7
at the 0 ld Post 0ffi ce Museum.

The exhìbi t features over thi rty of Mr. Schwerin's unïque
assemblage constructions. The art form related to collage
makes use of everyday objects as wel I as antiques and col-
lector's items to i I lustrate a themen pof,trãy a mood, or
tel I a story. His Boxes cover a broad range of topics from
the "|Jorl d of 0pera", "Deja Vue the days of Grace" ref I ect-
ing the 1930's to "Ref lections on Paris Revisïted" to theI'Docteur Col lodion's Cabinet De Curiosities".

His "Heinz, the History of a Company through the use of t€m-
orabi l ia" done for H.J. Heinz Company combines a 1930's
ketchup bottle, a photograph of an Engl ish tram rvì th a Heinz
advertisíng promotion card in a diptych styìe to portray the
h i s to ry of the f{. J . He inz Company.

A Box commissioned by Mellon Bank relates the history of the
bank through pictures of an early bank contrasted wi th pic-
tures of Meì lon¡s maïn branch, pictures of the Mel lon fami ly
and a rch i tectsr p ì ans for the new bank.

Mr. Schwerin makes use of everyday objects to show beauty.
His rrPïston wi th Spanïsh Cal ïpers" uses an aluminum piston
in a natural wood box.

"March King" which Mr. Schwerïn describes as ân ârrangement
in sti I I I ife under glass includes old sheet music of John
Phillip Sousa as well as an original autographed line of
mus i c wrï tten for Schweri nrs father ì n I 896.

0f special interest are Mr. Schwerïnrs Toy Boxes, combining
antique toys he has collected all his life and everyday
pictures and items, such as a coke can recycled into a min-
iature Victorian chai r and his five Ci rcus Boxes which relate
The Bïq Top ïn symbolic terms and the famous Flying Aeríel.

l.'lr. Schwerinrs Boxes wil I remain on exhïbit through December
15, 197/+, Some of these very ïnterest¡ng col lections åre
for sale. I f interested check at the G¡ ft Shop desk.

Old Post Offi,ce Gift Shop Conter
GIFT IDEA OF THE MONTH

Terraríum Kit for cultivatinq your Victorian Garden!
K¡t includes: 32o2. slass bottle, Terrarium plantinq

tools, Packet of seeds, Package of sand,
Package of qravel , Charcoa I , and Terrar-
ium soil. r........complete..54.98

Also fine gift items åre the Bïcentennial Armetale Plates
@$ 10.00, and the Mugs @$7 and S8.

Lecture HaLl
Carnegie Institute

FLA,Sf;T -
I'he Pittsburgh \,IellesLey Club in cooperation with the Pittsburgh

chapter of the American Instltute of Architects will sponsor the

program lIsted bel-ow.

INSIGHl'74¡ ARCHITECTURE
(Frogram witl ernphasize Pittsburgh archltecture- past,
presentr and future.)

Wednesday, November l-1' I9?4

PaneL DiscussÍon wlth slidos, 4¡00 P.M.

Panell-sts¡ Dahl.on K. Ritchey
Mil<ìred l'1. Schrne!'tz
Charl-es llorse Stotz
Arthur P. Zeigler, Jr.
Davi'd Viilkins
Sylvester Damianos

Cocktall,s, 6r00.P.M. Sarah Scaife Ga}lery
Museum of Art
Carnegie InstJ-tute

Dinner, 7¡00 P.M. Music Hal-l Foyer
Carnegie Institute

Speaker, Edward Larrabee Barnes,
B¡30 P.M. Music Ha1I

Carnegie Institute
The entire progran is open to the public. For ticket information

call llirs" Charles HeppenstaJ-I at, 963-9888.

Those wishing to attend the panel discussion or the evening

speaker only may put:chase tickets at the door.

* :! :k :t :t * :k ;! :'.' :k /< :l :! :k *:k:k *:! * :k * :k * * ;t /< :k:t :!:t :! :k :t * *:k Jk :k ii:k :t:! ;k:t :k;t :k:k :'c :t ;'¡ :,< ;k :t lr *

OTIE HUNDRED YEARS!!!!

The hlestern PennsyLuanía Humane soeiety is eeLebrating its
10.0th binthday on I,touenber 10th. pHLr eætends eongraiuLa-tions to this gneat organization.
,irt*rt**d******rtrtttrt)t****,trl*rtrt¡t*rt¡i**r(rtrtrt*,i,*)trt**rt*****rtrt*i.rt^*
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GALLERY LECTURE SEß/ES
,.EXPLORII.¡G OLD P ITTSBURGH'I

\^/hen the Bicentennial arrives Ìn 1976, how much will you
know about Pittsburgh's unique history and architecture?

This fall PHLF invites you to join us for a series of four
exciting lectures, begÌnninq 0ctober 22 v.rith a unique f ilm
on Pittsburgh history and a special quided tour of the 0ìd
Post 0ff ice Museum. The followinq lectures will focus on
three of Pittsburgh's historic neighborhoods. James D.
Van Trump, PHLFrs.renowned architectural historian will
bring to life r'0ld Allegheny", "0ìd Birmingham", and thet'East Endrr.

Join us at ll:00 ¿¡.m. Tuesday, 0ctober 22 - P

Tuesday, 0ctober 29 - 0
Tuesday,November5-0

Cost for PHLF Members - $6. OO for the series of
or S2,00 per individuaì lecture. Boxed lunch

Cost for non-members - 5ì0.00 for the series of
or S3.00 per individual ìecture. Boxed lunch

tts. history
d Al legheny
d Birmingham
st EndTues day , Novembe r l2- Ea

The lectures wi I I last for ì hourrand you may elect to re-
rnain for a fantastic boxed lunch and informal dîscussion
period with Mr. Van Trump in the Be I f our Gal lery.

4 lectures/
$3.00 each.

4 lectures/
$3.00 each.

Please fi I I in the form provided and reqister soon, regis-
trations wi I I be taken on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis
as the Belfour Gallery¡s size will limit the number of the
g roup .

PIease reqister me for the Fal I Gaì lery Lecture Series:

Membe r @ $6. O0 pe r pe rson

Non-member @ S10,00 per person

P I ease p I ace my orde r for the boxed ì unch each
week {Ð S 3.00 per lunch

Total enclosed.
.!- -L -L -r- -L -L -r- -r- t.L -r- -L -r. -t _L -L

Please reqister me for the fol lowing individual lectures:

per lectureHember {q $2.00

Non-membe r {â

0 ctobe r 22 ,

$ 3 . OO pe r

Lunch

lecture

@ 53.00

N AME

0ctober 29, Lunch @ $3.00

Lunch @ 53.00November 5,

November 12, Lunch @ $3.00

Total enclosed.

-L -L ¿ -L _L -r- -q -q .L .L rL -t- -L -L -L _L

PHONE

ADDRESS

0ctober l2

t)r.lober 22

0ctober 29

N ovembe r 5

Novembe r l2

December 7r8

ln Gal lery Lecture Series
Mr. Van Trump

CALENDAROF EIIENT_
Bus Tour to PHLF properties
Leave 0id Post 0f f ice at 9: l5
Lunch at Hyeho I de Tea Room
Return to 0ld Post 0ff ice by 6 :30 p m.

Fí rst sess ion ín Gal lery Lecture Series
Unique fi lm on hïstory of Píttsburgh
Tou r of 0l d Pos t 0f f i ce l.luseum
0ptíonal box lunch

Second sess i on
"0ld Alleqheny"

Thi rd sessïon in Gal lery Lecture Series
"0ld Birminqham" - Mr. Van Trump

Fourth session in Gailery Lecture Series
"East Enci " - l'1 r. Van Trump

PHLF Christr¡as Party



CHAIRMA¡T'S RAMBLE
Flora f,lotes on the Ewing Loc¡ House

\,/e played hookey one beauti f ul Auqust day at noon
and four of us drove out to our ner., acquisî tion
the \lalker Ervinq Log House on the 0akdale Road
down the draw from the "\^/alker-Ewing-Glass House"
(see p. 217 of Landmark Architecture of Al leclheny
!gr$t uv Zieqlã

lmagÌne our surprise and joy at the qift of this
well-maîntained but unspoilt loq house of l785
last year, which we had I isted in our book on page
217. Mrs. Jane Rovensky Grace, descendant of the
oriqïnal Ewing-V/aìker settlers, had decided f inally
to let the old house go as a haven to be kept by
the Foundatìon. We have ¡t now and hope soon to
open Ìt to our members t^rhen \^/e wiìl provide a
f ittinq tribute to our generous benefactor and her
fami ly. A spìendid oi I portrâi t of l"trs. Grace âs
a child and her dignif ied mother, 14rs. Madjeska
Ewing Rovensky hangs on the livinqroom walì.

ln the meðntime we had a picnic on the qrass. þJhat
a charming place! Situêted on a rise over â fer-
ti le val ley by a branch of Robïnson Run, the house
i nstantly takes you back wel I over a century and a
hal f. Even the adjacent frame farmhouse has the
wîndow cornices whi ch betoken a construction of
the lB40's or l850's.

Below the cabin you can see a healthy cornf ield
ha I f-moon shape s t retch i ng down to the s tream wh i ch
at this time of year is obscured by the maples,
willows, and sycamores which line its banks.

We unlocked the oìd u¡ooden well and raised the
bucket fu I I of wa te r wh i ch c reaked up by wooden
hanrJle honest to the feel up to the brim. We un-
locked al I the doors in the house to let the ai r
ïn and then sat down on the çlrass to eat our lunch
of wine ancl cheese, Af ter a leisurely meal, we
dec ï ded to make an i nven tory, i ncomp I ete as ï t was ,
of the plants around the house.

Hemlock, spruce, maple and doqwood surround the
house and make i t isolated from the sparsely travel-
led Pïnchot road alonq the crest of the valley be-
fore the steep hills mount up. Since the house was
occupied up to recently, only a mï ld cJisorder pre-
vaìls and lends added charm to the age of the
structure.

0n both uppe r corners of the house i s the snowberry
bush (symphoricarpos racemosus) with little white
flowers and whi te bal ìs of frui t appearing unusu-
al ly at the same time as is its rvont. l^/e under-
stand these waxy berries persist into the wînter
and \^/ere eaten by some of the western lndians.

ln an old qarden above the wel
pan i cu I a ta) and peon î es (paeon

are phlox (phlox
a aìbif lora).

Ructosa rose i s the re cha racte ri zed by i ts con t i n -
uous blooming and its extremely prïckly branches.
Li lac bushes (syringa vulç¡aris) - the stðte f lower
of New HamÞshi re) ri se at the corners of the wel I

and the house.

ln the I i ttl e yard we encountered the cornmon pok.e-
weed (phytolacca ameri cana), whose berries and
root are emetic and purflative. The root is
poisonous but the young shoots are sometimes
eaten like ðsparaqus.

\,/¡ ìd larkspur or delphinium (¿eìphinium consol idum)
sports jtr purple f lower, çrolden rod (soì idago can-
adensis) Q.ueen Anne's Lace, the r,¡ild carrot (d"r.u,
carota) and the buttercup (ranunculus bulbosus)
also caì led goldcup or kinqcup bespeak the Uestern
Pennsylvania scene.

Coì tsfoot (tussi lago farfara), lonq a popular cough
remedy is everywhere presenting i ts bri I I iant
yeìlov.r head.

Ancl over aìl the f ield intermittently flrew what
tlelen called "good old heal-all" (cc'llonsonia
canadensìs), the universal panacea, horse balm, or
seìf-heal with its purple fìowers in fuìì bloom.
Ihis olcl u¡orld herb cultivatecl in America vras form-
erly supposed to cure the quinsy or croup.

Next we walked the boundaries dov¡n by the sizable
Pennsylvania "crick". There vre saw the great old
sycêmore (platanus occldental is), surrounded as i t
u/as by the ye I ì ow-ponched and orch i daceous iewel -
rveed, impatiens or balsam (impatiens bif lora). The
stem and leaf of the jewelweed procluce a bright
oranqe j u í ce that has been used as a dye and was
applied by the lndians to ïrritations of the skin.

As any chi ld knows they are also cal led touch-me-
nots or snapweed. Bel ieve me they were in top
snapping form as we touched thei r pods, whïch în-
stantly propelled the ripened seeds into the hot
summer air.

AlonçI the dark banks of the stream grew also the
weeping wi I lor"r (sal ix babylonica), and the sumac
(toxicodendrum vernix). I was reminded of the old
sa\^, my father used to recite: "Did you know the
sumac (pronounced rshumack') ïs the only word in
the language beginning wi th 'su, thatts pronounced
I i ke that?'r "Sure" I was tauqht to ans\^rer.

Alonc¡ the stream we also found the Viburnum or
hobble-bush, American wayfarinq tree (viburnum al-
nifol ium), the hackberry (celtis), the chokecherry
or wi ld cherry (padus vi rgïniana) and the wi ld haw
(cratâegus coccinea) wi th i ts vicious spikes so
handy for spearinq marshmal lows and gumdrops at
Easter TÌme.

Up through the cornfield and ïnto the car we hur-
ried back to the salt mine at two orclock, or say
th ree, a comfortabl e I unch hou r for the t i red
businessman.

MEMBERSHIP
ASK A FRIEND! CAMPAIGT{
As a member of PHLF, you already are âware of the
excitïng thinqs that we are doíng to preserve the
sisnif icant architecture of Allegheny County. you
al ready know that as a PHLF member you can: be
admîtterJ free to the 0ld Post 0ffice Museum and
Garden Court, the lleill Log llouse, and soon be
able to rent the \,/al ker-Ewi nq Log llouse in Col
Townsh i p f or weekends. You a I ready knorv that
a specíal rate you can join our tour qroups to
hístoric areâs of the country, and that you are
often invi ted to lectures by leadinq preservatïon-
ists of the world. But what about your friends--
do they know about PHLF? Joín wi th us in attrêct-
ing new members to PHLF. I,000 invi tatîons are
being mai led thïs rnonth, shoulcl you receive one,
please pass it on to a friend!

líer
f o r

MEMBERSHIP ÂPPLICATION

! New

NAME

ADDRESS

4.

PHONE

ENCLOSED IS $-FOR A MEMBERSHIP

( Your cancelled check is your receipt. )

Pittsburgh History E( Landmarks Foundation

,TNNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES:

Individuai ......from $10.00

Husband&S7ife. .......f¡om$12.00
Contributing ....f¡om$)0.00
Sustaining . ... .f¡om $1q0.00

Pat¡on . from $500.00

Life .. ......f¡om$1,000.00

Organizations:

Active . .from $21.00

Contributing ....f¡om$10.00

Sustaining .....f¡om$100.00
Patron . from $100.00

1.

3.

MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES

F¡ee admission to the Old Post Ofice, the
Pittsburgh History & Landma¡ks Museum.

|Vo discotnt on purchases at the Old Post

Office Museum Gift Shop.

Subscription to "News for Members" and spe-

cial publications on a¡chìtecru¡e and history.

F¡ee admission o¡ discount tickets for walk-
ing and bus tou¡s.

5. Free admission to winte¡ lecture series.

6. Notification of new exhibits at the Old Post
Office.

7. Participation in an organization given na-

tional awa¡ds "fo¡ the vigor of its programs."


