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The 0ld Post 0ff ice Museum Artifact Garden and
Perfo rming Arts Court wi I I open wî th a forma I

dedícatíon at J:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 28.
All members are invited to attend.

Foì lowing the brîef dedication ceremony cocktai ìs
and hors droeuvres furnished by the Joseph Horne
Company wi I I be served.

Featured in the Main Gallery will be a special
display of Bicentennial Fìeldcrest Coììection of
L i nens based on des i gn objects i n the Smi thson i an
in l./ash íngton, D. C. A rep resen tat i ve of the
Smithsonian wi ll be joining us for the dedïcatîon
even t.

THE GARDEN COURT STORY
Seven years ago the ol d Fourth Avenue Post 0ffi ce
and Federaì Courts Bui lding located ïn downtown at
Smi thfield and Fourth Avenue was being demol ished.
\^le engaged in a dramatic rescue of the granite
mai dens perched upon the rooftop. I n looki ng for
a p I ace to s to re t hem, we as ked the U rban Redeve I -
opment Authority of Pittsburgh if we miqht tempor-
arily place them in the vacant lot that had been
cleared adjacent to the old Al Iegheny Post 0ffice
which was itseìf then scheduled for demolition.
URA cooperated and bre placed the statues on that
land, thereby laying what was to become a claïm to

the area! As our members wel I know, the foì lowìnq
yeêr we began a campaign to save the 0ìd Alìeqheny
Post 0ffice from the same fate that the Fourth
Avenue Post 0ffice had suffered. After two years
of effort we won and we restored the bui lding as a
communi ty museum and use ¡ t as our headguarters.

When bre obtained the 0ld Alleqheny post 0ff ice, we
also acquired the adjacent open space on which the
statues st¡ I I stood. Diagonal ly across from the
0ld Allegheny Post 0ffice the beautíful, green 0ber
Park with its fountain had been transmogrif ied into
a dehuman i zed concrete "pubì i c square" that ì s
closed seven months of the year to the publ ic; when
open, i t is a bleak and forbidding place. We de-
cided, in effect, to replace 0ber Park by deveìop-
ing the ground adjacent to our 0ld Post 0ffice as a
qreen and highìy functionaì space.

The court area is very large, measuring 90t x 150'.
t/e determined to make it a mult¡-functional area
and divided i t into three approximate equal
sections.

The area nearest our building has been developed in
memory of Robert Baur, one of our most loyal mem-
be rs who suffe red an unt i me I y death seve ra I yea rs
ago. The center piece of this area is a pool with
a bubbl inq, springl ike pooì surrounded by four
quadrants of grass, a hemlock hedge and ornamental
trees. lt is an area for sitting and relaxing,
read i nq, and conversat i on.

The cen t ra I a rea , to be known as the A I coa Foun da -
tion Plaza because the Al coa Foundation granted
S75,000 toward the construct¡on of the garden court,
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Ganden Court Story eantinued.
is an open area and can be used for performing arts.
\./e can seat nearìy 4OO people and wiring has been
instal led so that we can i I luminate a stage-l ike
area. The centerpiece here is the great Manchester
Bridge portal sculptures, one facîng into the plaza
and one fac i ng ou t to one of the A I I egheny Cen te r
walkways. The plaza can also be used for summer
sculpture shows and other outdoor events incìuding
flea markets and antique shows.

That section of the court farthest from the bui lding
i s to be used as a permanent exhi bi ti on area of
artifacts to be installed next spring. Enclosing
this area is a Belgian block wall composed of
blocks from Southern Avenue in Mt. Wash¡ngton donat-
ed by the Cîty of P¡ttsburgh. 0n the wall are ex-
hi bi ted numerous ârti facts from various P i ttsburgh
bui ldings íncluding the old Market House, the Fourth
Avenue Post 0ffi ce, Avery Col ìege, and houses from
Dutchtown to Sewi ckl ey.

A singular discovery occurred during excavation work
when we unearthed the basement vaul ts that brere
under the sidewalk of old West 0hio Street. These
are now exposed ìn the court as on-si te archeologi -
cal artïfacts,

Festivities Celebrate
Restoration of
Downtown Building
PHLF has completed ¡t first restoration of a build-
ing in downtown Pittsburgh. Commïssioned by the
Massey Shoe Company of V/ash i ngton, D. C. pHLF was
responsìble for planning and coordinating both the
interior and exterior design for Massey,s new store
in the Buhl 0ptical Building ar 239 Fifth Avenue.
The shopfront, modernized in the late 1940's, was
redesigned by PHLF to be harmonious with the hand-
some upper stories of the buî lding which dates to
the early l900rs. PHLF removed existing marble
facing on the building to expose the interesting
terra cotta facade. The i nteri or of the store, de-
signed by PHLF consultant Chester LeMaistre of
P¡ttsburgh ìends a contemporary note with its blue,
green ând si lver color scheme.

Mr. Frank Young, P res i dent of the Massey Shoe Com-
pany vras enthusiastic and pleased with PHLF's work.
"This is the easiest store opening I have ever
he noted, I'l n fact the res torat i on of the s tore

hadr"
will

Each area i s paved wi th a local materi a
Robert Baur garden is Pittsburgh slag,
Alcoa Foundation Plaza is Monongahela R

and in the arti fact garden is New Castle

An iron fence has been constructed to enclose the
northern and southern perimeters of the garden and
55 ye\^rs have been p I an ted a I ong the f ence to com-
plete the enclosure.

Many t rees have been p I an ted a round the cou rt i n -
cluding Horaine Ash, American Linden, Crimson King
Maple, Sugar Maple, Red 0ak, Tul ip, Zel lcoua, Amer-
ican Beech, Cucumber, Flowering Crab and Hemlock.

50 Hemlocks intended to grow seven feet high, have
been planted to form hedges between the sections of
the court and 3ì Hol ly bushes have been located
around the parki ng lot to the rear. 0ver I ,300
Purple \,lintercreeper have been planted outside the
i ron fen ce a s g round cove r.

!'le installed lighting to illuminate the art¡facts
and included a sprÌnkler system as well.

The tota I cos t of the ga rden court i s $ I 50,000 and
we have nearly comp leted the fund ra i s i ng to pay
for it. We sti I I need approximately S.l5,000 for
the f inal work.

Moderni zation of I ighting was recently undertaken for the
Sixteenth Street Bridge. Th¡s bridge was bui lt in 1923 and
designed by Warren and lJetmore and is a good example of the
large expansive thror*gh-truss bridge encased in Baroque ar-
chi tectural adornment.

The lamp standards donated to PHLF are made of steel I -beams
with a crossbar at the top which supports the lamps them-
selves. Very large, they meâsure thi rty feet in height.

Through the generosity of the Allegheny County Commissioners
and Mr. Donal.d Berman, the Di rector of Publ ic VJorks for the
County, the lamp standards were donated to our organization
for use in the qarden court and other restoration âreas.

Benedum-Tþees Buitding
Lobby Redecorated
The Benedum-Trees Bui lding, where pHLF offices
were formerly located at 221-225 Fourth Avenue,
has recent I y rece i ved a comp I ete redecorat i ng of
i ts lobby and a special ly des i gned bronze Land-
ma rk P I aque has been aff i xed to i ts facade.

PHLF staff assisted with the redecoration by pro-
viding desi gn suggestions appropriate to this l9O5
class ical skyscraper (archi tect: Thomas H. scott),
and worked wi th the James H. Matthews Company to
design a plaque in keeping wi th the existing plaques
on the building's facade.

. ln the
n the
ver gravel,

I i mes tone,

come in on budget, i f not under!" For PHLF, a
chance to show downtown Pittsburgh that restoration
is commercialìy feasible, if not economical!

To brighten the exposed exterîor wall of the build-
ì ng, PHLF and the Massey Shoe Company sponsored a

wal I mural contest for Al legheny County professional
and amateur artists. Local artists responded en-
thusiastically to the contest, submi tting over turent
renderings for judging. A panel of judges including
Mr. Frank Young from Massey Shoes, Mr. Morris Bermen
from Golden Triangle, Mr. Robert Lew, P¡ttsburgh
National Bank and Arthur Z iegler chose Ms. Gloria
Pete rsonrs des i gn of V i ctori an shoes for the exter-
ior mural.

Ms. Peterson is a free-lance artist who formerly
served as art director of the Universaì Art Academy
on Smi thfiel d Street. She has taught at the I vy
School for Profess ional Art and currently teaches i
at the Rena i ssance Cente r for Art i n Ht. Lebanon. ,

She is a member of The Associated Artists, Alleg-
henyArtistsandtheP¡ttsburghl.JaterColol-'--;
Society.

Ms . Pe te rson was awa rded a 5200 cash p r i ze for the
best design at a luncheon, August l6 ceìebrating
the store open ing. PHLF volunteers and friends
enjoyed a buffet Iuncheon prepared by Chef Norman
and a Fashion Showr "Nine Decades of Fashion"
organized by Mr. Larry \'linterstel lar of Maierrs
Costumes and Ms. Pat Lyons of the Wheeler School.

Shoün here is the BuhL OptieaL Building before
restoration and a shot during the nestoration wox,
don't niss the finíshed pnoduet!

Recognition for PHLF
"Preservation in P¡ttsburgh", an article cornmendin,
PHLF's efforts to preserve and reneb, the C i tyrs ol 

'

neïghborhoods appeared in 250 newspapers in the
country, The arti cle bras wr'i tten by Anthony
Harrigan, Executive Vice President of the Uni ted
States lndustrial Council. Mr. Harrigan cornpli-
ments PHLF's program on i ts recogn i t ion that arch i

tectural preservation and community reneì¡ral go
hand in hand. The article ends with the following
statement:
¡r I t i s i ncumbent upon al I thoughtful ci ti zens
therefore to assist the kind of ci ty-restorìn9,
ci ty-strengthening efforts which the History t
Landmarks Foundation is making ¡n P¡ttsburgh.'l



CHAIRMAÀT'S RAMBLE
Sunday, May lgtfr wås a memorable day. At two o,clock we attendgd the reopeníng of rort pi tt Museumfol lowing the disaster of Hr.rl""n ngnes two yearsago. A thousand or so gathered at tñ" point towatch the British troops move in, play the Americanand British anthems on fife and drum and fire theirmuzzle-loaders in salute to the nevv Fort p¡ tt.
Loath to leave thi s important event and wi th aglance at the soon-to-be-working 100-foot fountaina! the b i rthp I ace of the 0h i o, ñe d rove to rheLincoln-Beech Area to pick up the Landmarks i wark-ing tour of what remaîns of Old Al legheny'sPatriziqrhauser charm. Therers 

" g.ãat dear reftwe tound: Here the extraordinary Renaissancesplendor of Babb a Co. at Ridge å C"lv.iton, theopulent mascul inity of Byers-iyon cateil.orneredacross the street,. charmîng hidden gardens alongLincoln-Beech, sophisticatã¿ restorJti^^. -c -t r

I

Across the Al legheny Center Mal I the Mayor of the
City of P¡ttsburgh and Ted Hazlett of the A.W.
Mel lon Educational s Chari table Trust were greeti ng
hundreds of people in dedi cati ng the refurbi shed
Carnegie L ibrary, replete wi th i ts extraordinary
theater, great brick walls exposed like some an-
cient col iseum. Pete \^ras garnishing wel l-earned
votes for th¡s one' and many of thei r distinguished
visîtors, including Jim Walton of Carnegie Museum
and John Miller of the Buhl Planetarium came ac-
ross to visit our budding authors. B¡ll \'lewer,
Bill Richards and others of the Pennsylvania His-
torical and Museum Commission came over f rom the
Point Park festivities to join us also. The
fountains ín the park splashed over the children
who chased each other în and out and around the
poo I s, ob I i v í ous of these momen tous even ts.

I n short i t was a grand s í ght to see the emergence
of Al legheny Center as a cul tura I area. I ndeed ¡ t
bras a ha rb inge r of good th i ngs to come.

--Cha r I es Cove rt Arensbe rg

) GARNEAï AI .TTR.q WANTWI

i nat r ve ca re. I ne De(¡s a re nof, I a rge and any gar-
den club could establ ish for itself the amount of
area they wî sh to be respons i bl e for. I f you can
help us, please call Mr. Ziegler at 322-1204.

ROI^'HOUSES FOR SALE

PHLF is offering three brick townhouses on Taylor
Avenue for sale: 601 Taylor,6o4 Taylor, and 609
Taylor. 603 and 609 Taylor have a I iving room,
dining room and kîtchen on the fi rst floor, four
bedrooms and a bath on the second floor and a large
thi rd floor room. Both houses âre unrestored and
are for sale at $10,000 each. 604 Taylor, an un-
restored bri ck townhouse has two apartments; the
house is for sale at $9,500.



tTOTJRS
BUS TOUR TO \^/ASHINGTON COUNTY COVERED BRIDGE FESTIVAL

SEPTEMBER 2ì, 1974

0ur f all bus tour rvil I be a one-day tour to washington
county for the covered Bridge Festïval. we will leave the
0ld Post 0ff ice Museum by Greyhound at 8:30 a.m. \./e willjourney to several of the covered bridges in the morning,
have a luncheon at century lnn in scenery Hïì.l, and then
p roceed to the M i ngo c reek county pa rk, the scene of the
festivities of the Festival. Featured wilì be Art Displays
and Sale, Crafts Dispìays and Sale, Photography Displays and
Sale, Farm Market, Food, Entertainment, Flea Market. We
wi ì I spend the afternoon at the Park and plan to return to
the 0l d Post 0ffi ce at approximately 6:30 p.m.

ïhe cost for the tour incìudinç¡ lunch is $15.00 for pHLF
members and $20.00 for non-members.

BUS TOUR TO PHLF PROPERT I ES 0ctober 12, 197 4

PHLF members are constantly confronted with the names of
the properties owned by PHLF, the work that is being done,
and the conditions and functions of. the propert¡es; now we
are offering members and friends a chance to see each of
the properties and view the work first-hand. 0ur pAT
charter wi I I leave the 0ld Post 0ffice Museum at 8:30 a.m.
on September 7 and plan to return at approximately 6:00 p.m.

0ur tour wi I I begin wi th a tour of our properties in Man-
chester on Liverpool Street, proceed to Sewickley to the
Flatiron building, then on to the Neville House on Route 50,next to the Walker-Ewing Log House where b/e wi I I enjoy a
box-lunch on the lawn. After lunch we wi I I proceed toSprinqdale to the Rachel Carson House, then we'l I go to
Harrison Township to the Burtner House, return via schenley
Park to see the Neill House, stop at Jane Street to see
the exterior of our restoratíons there and drive past l705
East Cars.on Street.

The cost of the day's tour wi
and S15.00 for non-members.
been cal I ing for reservations

lì be S10.00 for PHLF menrbers,
Qu i te a number of members have

a I ready, so don¡t de I ay !

Request for Children's Books
The Historical Collection of Chi ldren's Books in
the Graduate School of Li brary and I nformat ion
Sciences at the Universi ty of Pi ttsburgh is one of
the outstanding col lections of i ts kind in the
United States. lt comprises about 5,000 volumes
and is growing rapidly. ln 1976 a new room housing
the collection will be opened and named in honor of
iliss El izabeth Nesbitt, authori ty on chi,ldren,s
I i terature ¿!nd formerly associate dean of the I ib-
rary school. The col lection is to include chi ld-
rents books from earl ier generations of Pi ttsburgh
fami I ies, and members of the Pi ttsburgh H¡story 6
Landmarks Foundatíon may be interested in donating
such books. Anyone who has ch i I drenrs books,
especial ly of the l9th century or earl ier, is asked
to get in touch þr¡th t{argaret Hodges, Associate
Professor, Graduate School of Library and lnfor-
mation Sciences, University of Pittsburgh, Pitts-
bu rqh, Pa. 15260. 0 r ca I I \12/624-523\.



TOTJRS
BUS TOUR TO \,/ASHINGTON COUNTY COVERED BRIDGE FESTIVAL

SEPTEMBER 2I, 197\

0ur f al I bus tour rvi I I be a one-day tour to \^lashington
County for the Covered Bridge Festival. We wi I I leave the
0ld Post 0f f ice Museum by Greyhound at B:30 a.m. t^/e wi I I
journey to several of the covered bridges in the morning,
have a luncheon at Century lnn in Scenery Hî I l, and then
proceed to the Mingo Creek County Park, the scene of the
festivities of the Festival. Featured will be Art Displays
and Sale, Crafts Displays and Sale, Photography Displays and
Saìe, Farm Market, Food, Entertainment, Fìea Market. We
wi ì I spend the afternoon at the Park and plan to return to
the 0l d Post 0ffi ce at approximately 6:30 p.m.

L

ïhe cost for the tour incìuding lunch is S15.00 for PHLF
members and S20.00 for non-members.

BUS TOUR TO PHLF PROPERT I ES 0ctobe r 12, 1974

PHLF members are constantly confronted wi th the names of
the properties owned by PHLF, the work that is being done,
and the conditïons and functions of. the propertîes; now we
are offering members and friends a chance to see each of
the propert ies and view the work fi rst-hand. 0ur pAT
charter wil ì leave the 0ld Post 0ffice Museum at 8:30 a.m.
on September 7 and plan to return at approximately 6:00 p.m.

0ur tour will begin with a tour of our propert¡es in Man-
chester on Liverpool Street, proceed to Sewickley to the
Flati ron bui lding, then on to the Nevi I le House on Route 50,next to the l^/a I ke r-Ewi ng Log House whe re we wi I I en joy €t

box-lunch on the lawn. After lunch h,e will proceed toSpringdale to the Rachel Carson House, then we'll go to
Harrison Township to the Burtner House, return via schenley
Park to see the Nei I I House, stop at Jane Street to see
the exterior of our restorations there and drive past l7o5
East Cars'on Street.

The cost of the day's tour will be 910.00 for pHLF menbers,
and S15.00 for non-members. Quite a number of members have
been cal I ing for reservations aì ready, so dontt delay!

Request for Children's Books
The Historical Collection of Chi ldren's Books in
the Graduate Schooì of Library and lnformation
Scíences at the University of Pittsburgh is one of
the outstandÍng col lections of ¡ ts kind in the
United States. lt comprises about 5,000 volumes
and is growing rapidly. ln 1976 a new room housing
the col lection wi I I be opened and named in honor of
l,liss El izabeth Nesb¡tt, authority on children's
I ïterature ånd formerly assoc¡ate dean of the I ¡b-
rary school. The col lection îs to include chi ld-
renrs books from earlier generations of Pittsburgh
fami I ies, and members of the Pi ttsburgh H¡story ¿

Landmarks Foundation may be interested ín donating
such books . Anyone who has ch i I d ren 's books ,
especial ly of the l9th century or earl ier, is asked
to get in touch w¡th Hargaret Hodges, Associate
Professor, Graduate School of Library and lnfor-
mation Sciences, University of Pittsburgh, Pitts-
bu rqh . Pa. 15260. 0 r ca I I 412/62\-523\ .



. . o The Worh Goes On
¡

PHLF Restoration Crew instal ls grani te curb stop
ïn front of 0ld Post 0ffice. The curb þlas re-
moved from i ts original posi tion under the post
0ffice loading dock when the development of the
Garden Court requi red that steps be instal led i nits place. Now ¡t will serve ås an outdoor bench
f or vi s i tors to the l.luseum.

PHLF Member Rest.ores "tIay'r House in Mexican War
Streets

PHLF member, tri I I iam Tacey has compìeted the fï rstrestoration of one of the few remaining frame
houses on the al leys and ways of the Mexican \,/ar
St reets. Mr. Tacey bough t the house and two ad-jacent houses on Buena vista street from pHLF last
summer and selected this house on Mimosa ì/ay ashis residence. PHLF assisted Mr. Tacey wi tñ the
tricky question of what material to apply to the
sides of the house when new wood siding became
prohibitively expensive. From a wide variety of
modern materials PHLF, l'1r. Tacey, and his archi -
tect Carl Detwi ler, selected a Victorian yel low
aluminum siding of a similar prof ile as that of
the original wood siding. The result is a cheer-
ful, restored house on Mimosa Vlay occupied by a
PHLF member.

PHLF Undertakes Study of Log House/Cab i n

"Tapawingoil i s the name the Gi rl Scouts of America
have given to theîr tvro-story log house/cabin in
Plum Borough. Having a wooden fìoor but lacking a
stone foundation the bui lding fal ls somewhere be-
tween a ìog house, which has both, and a log cabin,
which has neither. The building is used as a re-
treat for the girl scouts but is in need of major
repai r --primari ìy the replacement of bottom logs
wh i ch have rotted due to contact wi th the earth,and
the straightening of a twisted and bowing roof .
PHLF has been commiss ioned to make a thorough exam-
ination of the bui lding, make recommendations for
restoration and project cost estimates for each
recommendation. PHLF is being assisted in cost
estimates by Reiber Construction Company, contrac-
tor for the 0ld Post 0ffice Museum Garden Court.

Equibank Leads f¡/ay in Allentovun Restoration

Pictured here is the Equibank bui ldïng af ter ï t bras
enti rely repaínted last fal I accordíng to recom-
mendations by PHLF using selections from the five-
color scheme developed for the business êrea of
Al lentourn. The building is painted a leaf green
wï th deep green pi lasters and whi te trim. Sînêe
this bui lding was painted four other businesses on
\^/arrington Avenue have repainted usinS the color
s cheme .

MEMBERS HOT{ORET)
PHLF honored two
Hoffstot, author
Beach and l,Ja I te r
îñ--Ãñ'erica at the
õ-Îffi1liõeum on
nearly 8O guests

Landmark Architecture of Palm Beach is a 236 page
iptive text

covering more than 150 local bui ldings exhibitïng
the richness and diversi ty of Palm Beachrs extra-
ordinary architecture. The work of famous archi-
tects particularly Addison Mizner, Maríon Wyeth,
Maurice Fatio, Howard Major, and the designer
Joseph Urban is covered as wel I as numerous other
delightful buildings. The contents are arranged
so that a reader could drive or walk the island
and see the buildings in sequence of location.
Mrs. Hoffstot is a co-founder and Vice Presïdent of
Pîttsburgh History 6 Landmarks Foundation.

Eclecticism in Arnerica describes the architectural
t gave us so many neo-Georg-

i an houses, Goth i c chu rches, Byzant i ne synagogues,
Roman banks, and so on between I 880 and I 930. Mr.
Kídney's book defines, traces the history of and
attempts to evaluate this rich and colorful move-
men t.

Copies of both books are ava i I able i n the Museum
Gi ft Shop or can be obtained by returning the

fol lowing order
the Huseum wi I I

blank. Al I copies
bring a profit to

sol d

PHLF.
through

of its members, Mrs. Barbara D.
of Landma rk Arch i tectu re of Pa ì m
c.
Authors' Party in th;-õTA%st

May 19. The authors chatted wi th
whi le autographing books.

P¡ ttsburgh History t Landnarks Foundâtion
0 I d Post 0ffi ce Museum
P¡ttsburgh, Penna. 15212

Enclosed my check; please send

_copy(ies) of
Beach @S3.95

copy(ies) of Eclecticisn in America

-@$4.95 
paperbffio

Sub-totål

Menbers onìy less 5Z discount.....$

Pennsylvania sales tax 62.........S

Postage and handling.., ....S .50

TorAL.. ......S

s

s

of Pa I m
hardbound

C.LLENDAR OF EYENTS
Septembe r 2l

Septembe r 28

0ctobe r l2

Bus Tour to Covered
Bridge Festival

0ld Post 0ffice
Ga rden Cou rt Ded i ca t i on

Bus Tour to PHLF
properties


