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PHLF PRESENTS ECONOMICAL, EFFICIENT
ATTERNATIVE TO COSTTY "HALL OF JI-JSTICEOO
PROPOSAL FOR ALLEGHENY COTJNTY

I'The Cou rthouse ls the mos t magn i f I cen t and
imposing of Rlchardsonrg worksr yêt i t is the
most logical end qulet. . . There ls no other
munlclpel bulldlng I lke Rlcherdsonrs Courthouse.
It ls as new as the needs lt meets, es Amerlcan
es the commun i ty f or wh lch ¡t $,as bu i I t, yet ¡ t
mlght stand wl thout loss of prestlge in any ci ty
ln the world.rr - l.larlana Grlswold Van Rensselaer

Allegheny County ls fortunate to own and occupy
two of the most slgnl ficant archl tectural monu-
mcnts ln the world: The Allcaheny County Court-
housc, and lts grcat adJolnlng County Jal I Bul ld-
I ng, both dcs I gncd by Hcn ry Hobson R I cha rdson and
bullt 1884-1888. These two structures are land-
marks of lnternatlonel dlstlnctlon, and bestow
upon our county gcat of govêrnmcnt an lmprcss I ve-
nêss far transccndlng lts day-to-day operetlqns.
Not on I y havc thcy become on I mportan t symbo I to
thc peoplc of thls county but for thousands of
o!hcr pcoplc thcy rêprcsËnt en apcx ln the hlstory
of Amerlcan archltecturc. Thesc structures cll-
maxcd the carcer of one of Amerl cars greatcst
archl tccts end constl tute hls masterplcce. The
County also has space ln the Clty-County Bullding,
deslgncd by Palmcr, Hornbostcl and Jones and
bul lt l9l5-1917, anothcr landmark of dlstlnctlon.
But unfortunetely Al lcAheny County, and partlc-
ularly lts courts, facc a crltlcal space problem.
An off lclel study by Prlcc Ìlatcrhousc, lnè., of
County spacê nccds subml tted to the Comml ss loners
on January 26, l97O notcd that¡

The deficit (shortage) of County-owned ad-
ministrative space for agencïes studies is.

.calculated at l22,0OO square feet in
t967.
This def icit in 1967 âmounrs to z\.9% of
County owned space and i t i ncreases to j5.lZ
i n 1987 or 3 I 5,000 squå re feet.

The courts present the most cri ti cal ingredient
in this problem.

The s tudy po ¡ n ts ou t:
The requ i rements of the Court sys tem have a

significant impact on the results of the study.
The need for court space is expected to grow 62Z---
over the 20-year period as compared with 362growth in al I other agencies studied.

By 1987 the study antïcipates a need of l8l,0O0
addi tional sguare feet for the courts.
Ev i dence that th i s pfoject i on foretol d the future
was produced in 1972 when the Pennsylvania legis-
lature authorized the addi tïon of four more judges
to Al legheny County and on January 3,1973 Governor
Hi I ton Shapp appoi nted those judges.

Searches for Solutions
Al though no stud ies have been forma I I y commi ss i on-
ed to sol ve the space problem in general, various
proposa I s have been advanced and cons i dered. The
fact that much of the problem is being caused by--
the rapid expans ion of the court system has lead
general ly to the formulation, by representatíves
of the cou rts , of a so I ut i on tha t concen t ra tes on
thei r problem. The remaíning county agencies play
a subsidiary role.
It should f irst be pointed out that the príce
l.Jaterhouse study does not, appear to have taken
into consideratlon the possible underuse of thecourt facilities frequently alleged to exist.varlous crl tics have pointed out that the courtsare ln sess ioñ less than eight hours a day andless than 52 weeks å year. pefgre any aciion is
taken feggrdi¡g g{ppnding exïffiiill space,
an ana l vs- is. shoulT gh-

space
p rob lem appea rs to be tha t of e rect i ñg a ,,Hà I Iof Justice'r on the open land now bounàed by
Grgnt Street, Thi rd Avenue, Fourth Avenue, and
Smi thfield Street to house al I courts and al Icourt-related agencies. ln addi tîon ¡ t is pro-
posed that the County would acquire one of the
smal ler office bui ldings nohr in pr¡vate ownership
near thi s neb, structure and use i t for addi tionai
county office space. l^te then would assume thatthe Court House itself would cease to be a court
house and wou I d be renovated for off i ces. I t



Couyt House proposaL eontínued..

might also be demorished. Arthough no feasibiritl
llrdy of this plan has been made, a cost of
$45,OO0,OOO has been mentioned for the ',Hal I ofJustïce" alone; costs for housing non_court re-lated offíces have not been estimated. r t shourdbe noted that recently substantial tax money wasinvested în renovat¡ng existinq court rooms inthe court house.

Currently a bi I I has been introduced into theState legìs lature (Senate B¡ I I #650, S;;sion of1973) tnat expands the povrers of the GeneralState Author i ty so that ì t can borrow money tobui ld rrf aci I i iies for the conduct of judicialproceedings." This b¡ll would empobrer. CSn toconstruct a rrHa I I of Justice" for Al legheny Countyín accord w¡th the wishes of those who"àes¡re sucha structure and to construct s¡milar buildings ineach of the othe r 65 counties of the Commonweal thas well, creating an expensive burden to the tax-payers of the Commonwealth.

A More Practical Solution
ì,le-respectfully suggest that a more practicalsolutign might exiõi and irrour¿ be examined. I'lestãrt from the premise that bre have a nobre andfamous court house, designed to be 

" "ourt house,
1nd recently partially modernized to peimit itto continue as a court house: ure sugqest thatgyely Sol:¡¿grg!ion strgul¿ ue gm¡ns
It as.a gour.t housè streetrrom ¡ t is the Ci ty-County Bui ldîng, which con_tains the Supreme Court Courtroom, one of themgst magnífîcent spaces in the Coúnty, and LawLibrary, also handsomely housed, an¿'áther courtrelated agencies. ln addi tîon it contains largeopen spaces' now used ineffectively as offi""r]

lf all these agencies were to be removed toguarters in a structure designed specifical lyfor offices ald adaprabte for chan;i;g.ip""uneeds, a total of 226,635 square feet now inuse by them would come avail'able in th;-Court
l"y:q, Ciry-County Bui lding, and Counry 0fficeBui Iding,

T!"-study shows an existing 1967 space defici tof 67 ,OO9 rq ua re fee t and Ës t i ma tes tha t thecourts wi I I need an addi tional I I 4r000-;quarefeet by 1987 resulting in a total ip""" need be_yond that currently ¡; use of lSl,õõ0-rqr"r.feet, of which approximately 15,0óO iqrJr. feetmay be housed in a Juvenile Court Buiiding leavinga total need of,166,000 square feet for courts.This figure could be reduied by the efficiencystudy of the use of court space.

ln addi tion to the 166,000 square feet maximumrequ i red by the "ourt., the court-re I ated offï ceswi I I requ i re the fol lowi ng space by l9g7 accord-ing to Price t/aterhouse.
Clerk of Courts... 10,46l sg.County Police 1,913 l
Sheri f f
Registrar of lJills Z2',glg r¡Prothonorary.. ..... it:fài ,,
District Attorney
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W9 suggest that after such tïme as the court fac_ilities in the courthouse are operating on a full_time, êfficient basis, the CitylCounty Buí ldingmight wíthout d¡fficulty be remodel led to contaínadditional court rooms and ante-rooms, and reta¡nsome of its court-related offices.

These off i ces a I ready occupy 89,070 square feetof space. Their additional need by lgBT is 48,107square feet. rf thïs addîtionar need is added tothe l9B7 court needs of 166,000 addi tîonal squârefeet, a total additionar need wírr exist of iru,raTsquare feet. By vacating the non-court related oflfices in the tlfee existîng buildings, 226,635 r;:feet comes avai lable, thereby resul iing in a sur-plus of 12,528 tq. ft. after aìl court and courtrelated needs through 1987 are met.

The Price tJaterhouse study indícates a totall9B7 space need for all Cåunty offices of gge,56O
sguare feet. By using the three existing countybui ldings for courts and court related officesas we propose, the County wi I I then need to ac_commodate e I sewhere 449 r759 squa re feet by I 9g7,most of which should be located in a new or reno_vated downtown bui rding. The construction costDeta Bogl:. for 1973 shows thar ffiot an of f ice bui lding is SZg.60 per square footcompared to a $46.80 per square foot median costfor courthouses.

A side benefît to this proposal is that thoseworking in those structures that r^re piopor"
Io. housing court faci I í ties - Court HoLse, C i ty_County Bui tding, Counry 0ffice gu¡ iJ¡;;-- woutdhave easy access to ali the buildings irrrougrrthe existing underground pedestrían watkways.
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Although no feasibi I ity study has yet been made,
we bel ieve that ¡ t is cìear, prima facie, that
i t would be less expens ive ánä-ã Ful toerect a modern office structure to house al Icounty, non-court- related offïces and incl ude in¡t moveable wall systems, such as are used inmost modern buildings by business and industry,
1o-!h1t as agencies expand and contract, thebuilding can easily be adapted to their spacerequirements. 0r possïbly a study would showthat the County should simply acquï re an olderbuílding near the court House and modernize ¡tfor this purpose.

Merits of the proposal

I . fhe fenovat i on of the off i ce spaces i n theCo"r
-

ços nnanci. s. Thistoul a 
"u 

r-
::l:tI-:::d ?v courts and court-retared aeen_cres combined with that needed by l9g7 wouldnecessitate minimal additional ¡ñveitment;
:li: ^r^r"n::"^,coutd 

perhaps be subsranriat tyreduced ar the completïän of ån efflci;";;
s tudy of the use of exi s t i ng court space.

3. The erection or g{d¡tion of the ner., buildinor oft ¡ ces w¡ not resul t in drást caremodell¡nq o the Court House an ty-c.unty Bu to tur_n thém-îñffi cestructt¡rea. e rocedure that would o
costs.

lncluded in this building would be a number ofoffices that are not court-related but that arenoh, housed in the Court House, the City-County
Bui lding, and !h" counry 0ffiåe Bui rdiå9, inciud-ing the followíng. Listed is rheir lg6i spaceallocation according to the price I,laterhouse
s tudy.

Commissionerrs 0ff íce....
Department of Property e Suppl ies..
Bureau of Accounts, Stâtistics Ê Budget....Purchaslng Department... :,.....
.Bureau of I./eights ¿ i.ieasures.........,.....
Health Department
Board of Viewers...
conrrot ter......::: " "'
T re a s u re r . : : : : : : : : . '
counry Fai r.. :: :. : : : : :. : : : : : :. :: : : :. : : :.. :.0epartment of Regional parks.. .Department of property Assessment, Appeals

t I ,212
9,316
2,422
4 ,102

6t2
2 1 ,000
3, I g0

I 4, g00
12,367

29o
430

Depârtmenr or Record'..:.:::::::.:::::::::: "r:t"i li
Bureau of Election.civir Defen';::::.::::.:.::::::::::.:::::: : t''l1i? 

::
Department of Works
Department of parks 28' .l83 rr

suþerint"n¿"nt ãi''õ;i;';;;;;;;::::::::::::: );333 ::
Recorde r of Deeds . .
Departmeni .¡-õ;;å'å;;;;;;;::::::::::.:.::. ïl:t\L :;
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Manchester Bridge Sculptures Placed in Garden Court
The momentous day was November I , 1973. The wi nd
was high and sharp, and the clouds rol led rapid-
ly and dramatically overhead. At apartment ll3
in Al leqheny Center residents had thei r breakfast
at thei r picture windows overlooking the garden
court and watched the 4O-foot crane as prepara-
tïons brere made for the most spectacular event
in the development of the arti fact garden court.

Two days earl ier Dravo Corporation had generous ly
del ivered the great tlanchester Bridge portal
sculptures which the f irm had been storing for us
at no charge at Neville lsland. Reiber Construct-
ion Company had prepared a huge footer consisting
of 27 cub í c ya rds of conc re te wi th s tee I ancho r
bo I ts. Spec i f i cat i ons for the foote r had been
prepared by J. Fred Triggs, engineer, donating his
services on behalf of the Pittsburgh Chapter of
the Pennsylvania Society of Profesã¡onal Engineers.
The nebrs media were on the scene together with a
large number of sidewalk superintendents including
El I is Schmidlapp and Arthur ZieEler from our staff.
The Manchester portal sculptures were desi gned by
the New York sculptor Charles Keck and date from
l9l7 just four years after the bri dge i tsel f.
They are 37 feet long, ll feet high and each
weighs 10r000 pounds. The sculptures themselves
are bronze and are st¡ I I attached to the steel
portal truss work of the bridge.

Desi gns cal led for a large steel plate to be
placed on top of the concrete footer, for holes
to be dril led in the bottom angle of the truss
work of each sculpture, and for the sculptures to
be placed upon thís steel plate so that the twenty
bol ts that extend upri ght from the concrete footer
through the steel plate would pass through the
holes in the bottom of the truss work.

0ur own work crew pitched in after regular working
hours the ni ght bef ore the scul ptures v{ere to be
placed to scrape and païnt the bottom of the angle
that would be restîng on the steel plate so that
ít would have several good coats of red lead paint
to protect ¡t because ¡t will never agaîn be ac-
cessable. In spíte of considerable mud in the gar-
den court due to the three days rain, Warren
Schwei tzer, Anthony Vennare, and Frank Vennare com-
pleted the painting just before dark.

The next day the giant crane had to sl ip the
sculptures down over the bolts in spite of the
high winds which tended to swing the sculptures
f reely in the ai r, Nevertheless, the tþro great
sculptures went into place almost pcrfectly,
were bolted down, and another steel plate was
added betbreen them neâr the top to form a contin-
uous stabi I izing element. That plate hras welded
into place and wi thin eight hours the enti re pro-
ject r4ras completed.

Also on November I vúe moved the granite maidens
that had ori gínal ly stood on the roof of the Fourth
Avenue Post 0ffi ce and had been resting in the
a re¿¡ p roposed fo r the ga rden cou rt . They we re
I i f ted over the nevú Bel gian block wal I along the
western side of the court and placed in the arc
area of the wall where they are now vlsible to
everyone driving the Al legheny Commons loop or
approaching the 0ld Post 0ffice Huseum from tlest-
ern Avenue.

The eonotpuetion fo*eman motíons forthe erain to hoist the Largest of
the tuo statues up oÐer the uaLL

First scuLptute eettLee
oÐeî the bolte eætending

doun almost
up thnough

perfeetLy
the concrete

I

I

I

i-
I

I

I

I

The eeeond seulpture íe noued í.nto poeition by
the gneat c?ane

The eeeond aeulpture, featuningthe steeL uorker, slides easily
the niner and
oûe? the bolts

The eonsttuetion
ing betueen the

e?eù, p"epd,"es to add the brae-
eeuLptures at the top

The eompleted
out touard the

etatuee face
üestern sun

Eet sister joins her
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f)ravo Films Manchester Bridge Sculptures
Dravo Corporation very generously provided camera
crerÂrs to record the arri val, the unloading, and
the e rect i on of the Manches te r B r i dge porta I
sculptures. The crews $rere on the roof of the
0¡d Post 0ffice bui lding, the roof of the apart-
ment bui lding across from the garden court and
ât ground level.

Through the courtesy of Dravo we have a complete
record of this unique event in our h¡story. 0ur
s ta ff i n tends to ed i t the seve ra I hund red fee t of
movie f ilm that vrere taken and place ¡t in an
automated machine in the museum where visitors
can activate ¡t and see how the sculptures vúereraísed into position.

PHLF Director Chosen Man of the Year
by Southside Chamber of Commerce

James Bibro, a member of our board of di rectors
and very act i ve i n the B î rmi ngham program, vras
honored on November l5 by the South Síde Chamber
of Commerce. He was named by the group as theI'l,lan who, because of outstanding leadership qual-
i t ies and ded i cated servi ce, has made the greatest
contributions toward total community development
of the South S ¡ de for the current yeâr',.

Mr. Bibro has been in business at the Termínal
Properties on Carson Street for l6 years and
is President of Puro l.later Fi lter Co. Hr. Bibro
and his wife, Genevïeve, have two children. He
is a member of the board at St. Josephrs Hospital
and is chai rman of the consol ídation comm¡ ttee.
He serves ¿¡s a director of the South Side Chamber
of Commerce and îs a member of Kiwanis lnter-
national.

I'lr. Bibro contînues to
wi th the s taff for the
has been active ín PHLF
the South Síde, pâFticu
courage the bus i nessmen
economi c and aesthet i c
restorat¡on of thei r bu

serve as board liaïson
B ï rm i ngham p rog ram and
's efforts to restore
larly in trying to en-
to realize the potential

benefits of commercial
í ldings along Carson St.

Help Save Our Toy Museum!
At thïs writing eleven
of P i ttsburgh have con
the Toy Museum. Th i s
Victorian parlour (val
and the paper vi I I age

The proceeds from the drawîng
i ature room wî I I enable us toVictorian parlour.

One would only have to see one smaviewing the toy col lection to real

]YEW
rrA Memoriaì Exhibition of_the Embroidery of Gladys Schmítt,¡,the Pittsburqh novel ist, is now open at the Ol¿ io.t Otfii"l
Known for her many historical novels, Gladys Schmitt wrotet"l.fogkl incìudinq a volume of po"ri--Sonn"ts for an Anâlvstpubrished posthumously rast June. Nr. ffiional recognìtíon early in her career wiin tne publication
,:j-9"y+=l!9.Ki"g.. Her books became besi sel r".r, "nã .unywere trans Iåted into fore.ìgn languages and publ ïsÁed throuih_out the world, Some of thã for.ìçrn-and Amerîcan editions -
are included in the d¡splay.

Less known was her art with embroidery. Gladys Schmitt pro_duced many texti le creêt¡ons, lnclu¿å¿ in tt å Oirptay aithe 0ld Post 0ffice are a number of ornamental alpi.rabåtletters, animal scenes, a brick waìl with butterfìies, anO amap desiqned and stìtched by Marìee Myers, an apprentice.
Ms..Schmitt was professor of creat¡ve writing at Carnegie_Mellon University for more than twenty years.
This exhibi t pays tribute to her talent wi th her hands ãsweìl as her mind and imaoinat¡on.

is sponsored by the Craftsman Branch of the Embroiderersld, and wi I I run dai ly, except Mondêy, unti ì ¡anuary i3.

Wíth thønks
I'lany thanks to the members of the Eâstmont Garden Club forthei r time and work in preparing the Victorian drîed_fiowerârrånqements for use in the Museum.

A special thanks to the pittsbur.rh Dol I Club and the¡ rleaders who worked so hard p."p"iino ir,"-ch.i.tr", ioy 
"*_hibÌt ar the Old post Office for our Chiistmas ¡xhibit.

families plus the Fashion Group
tributed $lOO. each to help save
$1200. enabled us to buy the small
Yg S650) , 4 arch i tecrura I banks ($85)
($50).

for thc sterl ing si lver min-
complete payment on the large

ll childl
ize its ¡

s face when
ntrinsic value

It
Gu i
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Put London in Your Christmas Stocking . . .

by signing up for
THE LANDMARKS I LONDON HOL I DAY

May Z4ttr through June 2nd, l914

fly non-stop from Pi ttsburgh, round
charter jet a i rpl ane

stay at the nett, London Embassy Hotel
ton Gardens

see l,lestminster Abbey, Parliament, Tower
many more London landmarks

vi s i t Bath, Stonehenge and Sa I i sbury and
c i temen t of these famous a reas

trip on a Pan American

, across from Kens i ng-

of London, and

enjoy the ex-

see the Queenrs Bi rthday parade and rroopíng of the colours

meet the members and staff of the London victorian Society
at our spec i a I meet i ng the re

learn about National Trust functions and visit one of
their properties

join your friends and meet nevu ones on PHLF's first
tour program abroad

pìan to be pampered and thri I led throughout this special
travel program and store up many happy memories of London,
an ancîent Roman village, noh, one of todayrs world capitals

OR . JUST TAKE THE ROUND TRTP FLTGHT ON THE PHLF
CHARTER PROGRAM AND TRAVEL ON YOUR O'TN

C0MPLETE PACKAcE RATE tS S4t9.00 per person ptus $3 US
departure tax, single supplement: $40. additional
A¡ RFARE, only: $249.00 per person s $3. departure tax

for a confi rmed reservation, complete and mai ì appl ication:

ADDRESS C ITY STATE zlP

PERSONS TO ACCO},IPANY ME
yo u r obrn
TELEPHONE

check preference: twin. ,single_ai rf are only

Name of roommate

ENCL0SE DEP0SIT 0F $50. for each person. Final payment ls
Ule ro pïtisburgh

H i s to ry 6 Landma rks Founda t i on .

REFUNDS AND CANCELLATI0NS: Airfare canceìled up.to.45-days prior to dcpårture wlll bc r¿fund¿d ln full,rEss a Sì0' non-refundable deposit. For cancellatlons on alrfare latêr than 45-days prlor to d¿parturc,
there wiìl be no,refund due uñless the seat cên be sold to å member of PHLF, For s¡nc¿llrtlon on landprogram, out-of pocket expenses wi I I be deducted from refund pald.

SPEC I AL NOTE: ma rk the da te, J anua ry 23, 1974
Wednes day, Ët t 7: 00 p. m.
at the 0ld Post 0ffice Museum

see a fi lm on London as i t is today

ask questions of the tour organizers and pHLF
representatives

get together wi th your friends for a travelogue
refreshments wi I I be served

Third Annual SIA Convention
to Meet Here in Spring
Because of the industrial h¡story of p¡ttsburgh and theactivi tïes of pHLF, the Society ior r ndustriaî Archaeologyhas chosen pittsburgh for its ir,i r¿ Annual conventîon. Theywi I I convene at the l,/i I I i am penn Hote I and ho ld some meet-ings here at the 0rd post 0ffice. Many of the earr ieitmembers of the slA are native pittsburihers and members ofour organization. Two of our active mãmbers and hard-work-îng volunteers are co-chai rmen of the arranqements commi tteefor the convention--Field Curry and Harold Lyke

Tl" Gateway Party Liner has been chartered for Aprîl 27 sothat members of lHLf can join the srA for dinner and a trlpon the P¡ ttsburgh rivers. Mark this date on your calendarnov', and watch for more detai I s and reservation forms inforthcomi nq News letters.
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Court House Proposal eontinued.

Al I non-court related of f ices would be under ,l

I

ff
The public would continue to enjoy relative
securi ty and ìow cost in trensporting pr¡son-

uld contïnue to
walk over the "Bridge of Sighs'r, wîth their
guards, and di rectly ínto the Court House.
No vans would be needed, no prîsoners would
be on or near the sidewalks and streets, no
special police would be required beyond ac-
companying guards, and no associatíon þr¡th
the publ ic would occur.

]YEW

¡omr.thlng gr¡rn.locotrd rn tha m.xlccn wor ¡laal¡ r.slorol¡on
dl¡lrlct- l¡ dnìntrribr olont ¡hop.oflrrlno thr finr¡t troplcol
lolloai In lhr citv. in'qddillon ió o vory lãrsr r¡l¡clion'of
f inr plonlr,ron¡'-thing grorn ol¡g off ór¡ s-vsri¡d coll¡ction of
pottrry,hongrrr,borkclry ond olhcr uniqur plcnttrt ond
conlqlnrr¡.
wrlnvihvourtrlophonr inquir¡¡ ol 321 '355ó ond cordiolly
orlrnd tríyou,on fnvitotionjo vi¡itwlth u¡ ql ¡om. .thing

lrliiï" dotwlbr mlchool¡chnldl proprlrtorr

hour¡: m-ondoy lhru thur¡doy Ilom - 5pn
clo¡rd lur¡doy
lrldov ll qm - 9pm
roturiloy ond ruirdoy llom - 5prn

MEMBERSHIP APPTICATION

D New

Pittsburgh History s( Landmarks Foundation

ANNUAT MEMBERSHIP DUES:

Indtvidu¿l . ,.... .from $10.00

Husbands¡!7ife. ...,...from$12.00
Conaibuting ...,from$!0.00
Sustaining ,,...f¡om $100.00

Patron . ,..,...from $500'00

Life .. ...,..from $1,ooo.oo

Orgenizations:

Active , .from $25.00

Contributing ,. . ,from $J0.00

Sustaining ,....from$100.00
Pauon. .......from$:OO.OO

1.

4.

7,

MEMBERSHIP PRIVITEGES

Frec admission to the Old Post Oftce, thc
Pittsburgh Hisory ô¡ L¡ndmarks Museu¡n,

J% discount on purchase at the Old Post

Ofice Museum Gift Shop.

Subscription to "News for Membets" and spe'

ciel publicetions on atchitecn¡re and history.

Free ad¡nission or discount tickets for walk.
ing and bus ours.

Free admission to winter lecture scries,

Notification of new e:rhibitg st thc Old Poct

Office.

Participation in an organization givcn na.
tional awards "for the vigor of its programs."

N

PI{ONB

ENCTOSED IS $-FOR ¿,-MEMBERSHIP.
( Yoru cancelled check is your receipt. )

,,
6,

PITTSBURGH HISTORY &
LANDMARKS FOUNDATION
THE OID ?OST O¡!IC!, AIT¡GHENY SQUARE VTST, !ITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIÁ I'212 I4I2) J22.1204

Novembe? 6, 1973

BOÆD O¡ DIUqORS
¿Ldt.ta.LntÁr¿,r¿ee Hono¡able Leona¡d C. Staisey
Jed'B'b.o - Chei¡nan
i;:;i:'.";i,!"t;!:'d B oa¡d of coun ry conni s s i oners
J.ld!9,Braoi! Allegheny County Cou¡t House
t".,!f:jP.:!i:y- pirtsbursh, penna. Is2Ie
i;;;;ä;t;,i"'
Mû G-.úFL.cøis h Dear connissione¡ staisey:

Yi:L\1¿{t3:.19" We ere enclosing he¡ewith a repo¡t u¡ging that the County
M,;.h.,;H.Etu' Connissioners authorize a fuLl feasibillty study of ai"te¡-
l1:!P:!tBjE?'l native so.Lutions to solving the County ofiice space needs'il;;.R;t;;1.þ,ú;;- as outLined in the Price l{aterhouse !epolt of January, l-970.
MeLs. Ch.tÒ''ü1,.ëi¡íí,i'i.ru",", cu!¡ently senate BilI 650 would empowe¡ the cene!åI State
ç::.uJI:H:(i:i:. Autho¡ity to bo¡!ow fu¡ds to construct ,'facilities fo¡
i;;;;;;i¿:i;;i';;;' iudicial p¡oceedings: I the ploposa]- is being advanced
alþ.¿N.Hrn¡. ÌocalJ.y that sone $45,000,000 be sÞent oD such a "Ha1I ofNtt P.Ì D lôhnøn
M,;.t;:F:t"":,;:ill- Justice ' fo! ou¡ county.
Ôlbeil Kqùa.'nj;;;;tùi¿;;';*'" we believe that no !ecommendation should be úade by the
Aß.AhaG.khñût County Connissioners on that bÍ11 until alternatives are
"ì,i,11,1íå-¿.ua*".tÊxpIo¡ed. 0u¡ repopt indicates that a Iêss costly alte¡-
D.øìdH..Milbt native hay de¡ive from simply lenoving alL non-cou¡t-tili!ri"#,"", !elated o¡fices flon the cãurt House,-the City-Cos¡ty
4!"4qü!q,lr: Buildi¡g and the County 0fflce Building and nakiñg the
V.j¡t!*".1¿oo!:]ï'h mino¡ ¡ãnodelrlng that woutd be necessãry to use ihose
Mq.B¡neP.dlon buildings (es they already ln ps¡t å¡e beiûg used) fo¡ the
frl!.'*iikf;,i{ií*r,"""ou¡ts ã¡d cou¡t-¡etated iacititfes. Thetr ãI1 othe¡ county
M4.vilb;c.Roti¿lan,løfficês could be housed in one new o¡ !êhodê1led do{¡tosn
i!;:f,,Íi:::,1: orricè buirdinB.

!h:i|:!!!:: Befo¡e rhls large comñitn€nt of taxpaye! ûonêy ls comñittêd
wilhPsrr¿t,ilr to this p¡oJect, we beLiêve thåt our proposal rDd rLl othe¡
'i:"21r\i::*,-, proposarä Eioutd be €xp1o¡e¿t.

1l-:;ïXlli:i,,t,. l¡e wour.d êpp"eciate hêa¡ttrs f¡on you.

Ea..tb. Dniltot
A.tb.rPzì.tb,)r. You¡A aince¡eLyl

,t/ 2 21t4lL' U- t"/î Ç-
Õ

A¡thu¡ P. ZleElo¡, 'l¡.txêcutive Dl¡êctor

APZ/rè
EncLosu¡es

\ffe Therefore Propose
We therefore propose that the Commissîoners of
Al legheny County authorize and instruct the
Planning Department to investïgate the mer¡ts
of this proposal before taking any action con-
cerning the 'rHal I of Justïcerr or any other solu-
tion proposed for the growîng space problems of
the County âgencies and the courts.

CHRISTMAS TIME
AT THE OLD POST OFFICE
The 0ld Post 0ff ice Museum will open its rr0ld
Fashioned Christmasrr exhlbltion on December 2
with a Christmas party for members of PHLF.
0ver 250 adults and children will help trim an
l8-foot silver fir tree, listen to storïes told
by l'lother Goose, hear concerts by The Consort
of Mus icke and the Teutonia Menterchor, and en-
j oy re f reshmen ts .

0n December 4 the exh¡bitlon br¡l I open to the
public. This year the exhiblt is under the
chai rmanship of Mrs. Paul McBeth, Jr. The P¡ tts-
burgh Dol I Club has prepared displays of old-
time dolls and toys. lncluded are Victorian
hand-made dol l s, wi nd-up toys, seve ra l e l ect r ¡ c
tra i ns from the earl y part of th I s century, paper
games, dol I houses, and rocking horses. I'lembers
of PHLF have loaned addîtlonaì old-tlme toys.

A feature of the show i s a P I ttsburgh taxl from
1906 drawn by a paper mache horse.

The Fashlon Group of Plttsburgh, utl I izing the
extensive fashion collection or"rned by the Museum,
has dressed manikins in elaborate Vlctorlan
dresses and suits that mlght have been v.rorn at
Chrlstmas tlme ln the late l9th century. Thesc
have been incorporated into room settlngs wl th
Victorlan and Edwardian furnl ture.

GIVE A CHRTSTMAS GTFT THAT EASTS ALL YEAR

MEMBERSHTP TN PTTTSBUNGH HTSTORY & T,ANDMARKS


