Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation

Old Post Office * Allegheny Square West * Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212
Number 46 - October 1973

NON PROFIT ORG.
U. 5. Poitnge
PAID
Pillsburgh, Pa.
Permil MNo. 598

¥r. and Hrs, Arthur Ziesler
731 Wisteria Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15228

Fovernsfy s

o
~ \%gﬁﬁb'

HISTORIC PROPERTY GIVEN TO PHLF
WALKER-EWING LOG HOUSE
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We are very pleased to announce the gift of this

property to PHLF by Mrs. Jane Rovensky

Ewing Grace. The 3-story log house with neariy
1/2 acre of land comes to us accompanied by a gift
of $2400. for renovations and a yearly cash grant

c maintenance. More surrounding land
given in the future.

House which is located in Collier Township

of Allegheny County is approximately 12 miles from
the Point, and south west of the Greater Pitts-

rport. It is situated between Noblestown

Road and Rebinson Run and the Penn-Central Rail-
road. This land which is just over the hill from
a Niki Site and close to the expanding Greater
Pittsburgh Airport is also very close to a County

Park, Settler's Cabin, and the Walker-
ass House. While the land is of historic

importance now, it will become of vital importance
as residential and commercial development continue

section of the County.

The condition of the Log House is very good; it

ly minor renovations. For the use of this

historic property which has been submitted for in-
clusion on the State and National Registers, we
plan a program unique to preservation groups. By

he house and grounds will be ready for

for corporations and groups such as civic
a retreat center for groups; and for a
treat for our members. We feel many of

our members would enjoy a place ''to get away from
it all" where they could enjoy living in a log

th its great fireplaces and spacious
for sport and relaxation and yet be only
from the City.

History of the Walker-Ewing Log House

Two ancient ancestors of Mrs. Grace, the donor
of the log house were lsaac Walker, Senior, and

Walker who took up a Toma-hawk claim when

they were still bachelors and built the present

log house.

- angle stone chimney. The house was finished about
£ g y

later. 1t is all dove-tailed and English

temporarily. They bought many claims in

this section, but this one was the first, and has
never gone out of the family's possession.

PLAN OF PROPERTY

Sikirata o These two ancestors finally settled at Walkers
S COLLIER TWP,ALLEG. CO., PA. Mu!ls. They mu;tfhavelgzgn tn.t?1sklocalihf?r
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(continued on page 2)




Log House History Continued

first permanent settlers in this Township. James
Ewing's arants comprised 2,000 acres, 12 miles
from the Point.

THE WALKER TRAGEDY

In September 1782 about 25 Indians approached the
log cabin of Gabriel Walker near Robinson's Run
and concealed themselves with the intention of
surprising the family while at dinner. Fortunate-
ly, just at this time, some travelers, with guns,
came to the Walker home-causing the Indians to
delay their attack. . When the travelers had taken
their departure, and while the younger members of
the family and an apprentice named William Harkins,
were working in the fields some distance from the
house, the Indians, coming from their place of
concealment, captured five of the Walker children,
They pursued William Harkins who made his escape
to the Fort of James Ewing, two miles away and
gave the alarm., Mrs. Walker, with two smail child-
ren made her escape to the high weeds behind the
housze and then fled to Ewing's Fort. Mr, VWalker
also made his escape to this place of refuge. In
the meantime, William Harkins, while running to
the Fort passed the cabin of lsaac Walker, and
gave the alarm, and thus enabled him and his fam-
ily also to escape to the Fort.

After pillaging and burning the home of Gabriel,
the Indians attacked Ewing's Fort. However, sev-
eral men from Mills Run, among whom was Captain
Joseph Casnet, arrived at Ewing's Fort and after
due deliberation and consultation in which they
tried to negotiate with the Indians, to no avail,
the Indians murdered one of the captured children
of Gabriel Walker in sight of the blockhouse.

The Indians then departed taking with them
Gabriel's two daughters and a son. The news of
the murders and the capture soon spread through
the neighborhood and a bank of about fifty set-
tlers, among whom were John Ewing, John Henry,
Peter Hickman and John Connor pursued the lndians,
and fired upon them as they were crossing the
Ohio at Logstown, killing one and wounding
another.

The 3 captured children were taken to an English
camp in Canada and were returned one year and 9
months later to Philadelphia and Martha married

William Stewart of Harrisburg and became the
great, great grandmother of Mrs. Grace.

It is said one of the Walker brothers owned the
Point at one time and traded it for a good pen-
knife. Reportedly he said, '"There will always be
plenty of land, but a good penknife was a good pen-
knife, and | could use it!"

William Ewing, Sr., Mrs. Grace's maternal great-
grandfather, was known as Squire Ewing. Born 1784
and died 1865. His wife was Jane Walker, born
1784 and died 1852, daughter of ‘Isaac Walker, of
Walker's Mills. It was this union that brought
the '"'Log House' into the Ewing family. 1t was a
gift to Jane from the Walkers who had always owned
it. William and Jane lived in the log house with
their six children. It was during this time that
the Pennsylivania Railroad's main division west to
Chicago, St. Louis and Cincinnati was built through
the farm. The railroad went broke at this point
and several representatives of Robinson Run loaned
the railroad $6,000 cash. They received bonds to
be paid them with interest on a certain date. A
few of the families were paid after entering many
claims, but William Ewing was never paid anything!

The Log House has remained in the Ewing family
through the years, and we feel it quite an honor
that Mrs. Grace has chosen to give it to PHLF.

————— CALENDAR OF EVENTS——T
October 15 Lecture at 01d Post
Office 8:30 p.m.
Mrs. St. Clair Wright
of Historic Aanapolis
October 26-28 Bus Tour to Historic
Annapolis
Hovember 4-19 Fall Flower Show at
Allegheny Center Mall
Nevember 6-8 Christmas Sale at NOld
Post Office Gift Shop
Navember 8 Ynlunteers Mceting at
Jld Post OFFice at
7:30 pum.
December 2 Annual Hembers' Christ-
mas Party at Dld Past
Dffice

THE GARDEN COURT PROGRESSES

The elaborate arched form work was erected for the
portion of the wall that will frame the granite
matidens from the Fourth Avenue post office.
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Ellis Schmidlapp inspects the arched wall which

cqnsists qf two rows of conerete block faced each
with Belgian bloek from Southern Avenue in Mt,
Washington.
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Our Executive Director, Mr. Ziegler, reviews draw-
ings for the garden court with Ted Reiber, Presi-
dent of Reiber Construction Co., contractors for
foundations, masonry, and grating. The completed
Belgian block wall is behind them,

NEEDED...

Antique toys to display at 0ld Post Office
Christmas Exhibit., We will pick up. Call

Mrs. McBeth at 341-5855 or 322-1204L,




THE PRESIDENT’S RAMBLE

'"Notes from the Ecology Department"

We think of 01d Allegheny in 1850 as a place
primitive perhaps beyond belief. No gas, no elec-
tricity, no telephones, no movies, no automobiles,
no traffic, no shopping malls, no urban renewal,
none of the amenities of our sophisticated life.

For example, what non-ecological images does
the Ordinance of June 6, 1850 conjur up in our
day of immaculate cleanliness (in the better areas
of course)? Here it is verbatim:

An Ordinance regulating the cleaning of privies
in the City of Allegheny

Be it enacted by the Select and Common Counctils
of the City of Allegheny, and it ts hereby enact-
ed by the authority of the same, That from and
after the passage of this ordinance, it shall be
unlawful for any person or persons to empty or
cleanse any privy or necessary house in said eity,
from the first day of May to the first day of Nov-
ember, in any year hereafter, by hauling or con-
veying the contents thereof along the streets,
lanes or alleys of said eity, without first ob-
taining a permit from the Mayor, designating the
place in the permit where the contents shall be
deposited, and the time of night to commence
eleaning or hauling away, and the time of quit-
ting,whieh shall be from ten o'eclock at night,
until four o'elock in the morning, so as not to
annoy the citizens; and the Mayor shall keep a
book, and enter such permits inmn, for the purpose
of reference to persons hauling filth from being
emptied or spilled on any of the streets, lanes
or alleys or commons of said city. And any per-
son violating this ordinance, and being legally
convicted thereof before the Mayor, or an alder-
man of satd eity, shall pay a fine of not less
than two dollars, or more than ten dollars, to
be recovered as all fines and penalties are by
Law recoverable,

But let us examine the scene in 1850 a bit
further. Perhaps civilization or at least law
and order is slowly making its presence felt so
that 0id Allegheny can one day acquire the serene
and peaceful quality of its street scenes in 1973,
For the Select and Common Councils of the City of
Allegheny in 2 November 1848 pass the following
Ordinance:

An Ordinance empowering the Mayor to aect in cer-
tain cases of the breach of the public peace.

Sec. 1. Be it ordained and enacted by the
Seleet and Common Councils assembled, That from
and after the passage of this ordinance, the con-
stable and watchmen of the City of Allegheny be
and they are hereby empowered and required to
apprehend all night walkers, malefactors, vaga-
bonds, rogues and disorderly persons whom they
may find gathered together at the corners of the
streets, or in the vicintity of the Churches, or
on the Common Ground, or other public places
in a disorderly manner, to the disturbance and
injury of all well disposed persons, and to '
bring all such persons as may be apprehended, to
the Mayor, to be examined and dealt with accord-
ing to law.

Thus it was that night walkers, malefactors
and vagabonds disappeared and tranquillity in
the streets came to 01d Allegheny. The way was
now ripe for turning to higher cultural pursuits,

In 1849 the Select and Common Councils (one
is reminded by these antique terms of the House
of Commons, or even the Senate and the House)
passed an ordinance regulating "Shows'.

An Ordinance relating to exhibitions, shows, etc.

Be i1t ordained and enacted by the Select and
Common Councils of the City of Allegheny, and it
18 hereby enacted by the authority of the same,
That the license fee for exhibiting any Painting
or Work of Art, or Seientifie Exhibition, shall
be One Dollar for each exhibition, and Twenty-
five Cents shall be paid the Mayor as his fee for
granting the same, to be paid by the person or
persons taking out the same, and all Ordinances
inconststent therewith, are hereby repealed.

Here we are compelled to interject by way of
comparison with our superior civilization of 1973,

and the truly non-inflationary effort of your

own Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation,
that admission to our many 'shows'" in the 01d

Post Office Museum more than a century later re-
mains today at 75¢! Moreover, since we are proud-
ly independent and a private charity, nothing is
due the Mayor as fee for granting the license.

Was there an early Ada Huxtable or Louis Kahn
rampant on the Select Council (or even Common)
or what is more likely was Allegheny fearful of
a repetition of the Great Fire in Pittsburgh of
April 10, 1845 right across the river? The Or-
dinance of 6 September 1849 for example inveighs
against wooden buildings:

An Ordinance Prohibiting the Erection of wooden
buildings within the corporate limits of the City
of Allegheny.

See.1. Be it ordained and enacted by thz Select
and Common Councils of the City of Allegheny, and
it igs hereby enacted by the authority of the same,
That from and after the first day of April, one
thousand eight hundred and fifty, it shall be un-
lavful for any person or persons, to erect any
wooden building within the corporate limits of
the City of Allegheny.

Sec.2. Any person or persons violating the
provisions of this ordinance, shall be fined
fifty dollars and the cost of removing any build-
ing so erected within said limits, and it is
hereby made the duty of the police of the eity,
and the Street Commissioner, to prosecute any
persons found erecting any wooden building with-
in said limits, and in violation of the provis-
iomns of this ordinance.

Does this account in part for the many hand-
some and sturdy brick buildings that so distin-
guish the North Side, Ridge Avenue and Beech
Avenue, Manchester and the Mexican War Streets
from the broken down wooden structures of Bangor,
East Boston, Pawtucket and Bridgeport, Conn.?

The most far-reaching goal which we are still
striving for and which at last the City of Pitts-
burgh is according its citizens of the North
Side, (but not along the Monongahela, where a
pitiful guardrail has been erected to allow
children to fish on three feet of shore protected
against the drifting automobiles) we find in the
Ordinance of 20 September 1849,

An Ordinance prohibiting the depositing of stones
&e., on the River Beach, éec.

Whereas, it is important to the true and per-
manent interests of the public that the highways

of the rivers bordering and within the corporate
limits of the eity, should be protected from in-
trusion therein, as that nuisances and obstruct-
ions in the streets, lanes and alleys of the et ty
should be removed, and such as create them punish-
ed. Therefore,

Be it ordained and enacted, by the Select and
Common Councils of the city of Allegheny, That
any and all structures, 'deposits of stones, or
other materials placed on the bar, shores, or in
the bosom of the river bordering on or within the

limits of this eity, not authorized by the Mayor

and Street Commissioner, are hereby declared
publie nuisances.

Be ts further enacted, That a fine of Ten
Dollars be levied for the deposite of each and
every perch of stone or rock; Two Dollars for
every wagon load, and One Dollar for each and
every cart loac of said materials thus deposited
in violation of this ordinance, and that the
Mayor is hereby authorized and required to collect
the same in the usual manner of collecting fines
for nuisances on the streets, lanes and alleys
of this ecity.

Oh, Select and Common Councils of the City of
Allegheny as citizens of Pittsburgh we pledge
you your Ordinance of 20 September 1849 will not
be forgotten. We pledge you to fight for the
rivers and against the nuisances, obstructions,
stones and filth until Le bon Sieur de Bienville
himself, floating down again from the Upper
Allegheny to the Point, will marvel at the clar-
ity and purity of La Belle Riviere and will
quench his thirst out of the stream itself as
he gazes at the proud and gleaming structures of
an enlightened populace!

Charles Covert Arensberg




Submissions Made to the
National Register

We recently completed 75 National Register Forms for many
of the significant structures in Allegheny County. The
work was done utilizing a matching grant of $2500. from
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission matched
by our own funds.

The National Register of Historic Places is the official
inventory of our nation's irreplaceable historic properties.
It includes archaeological sites, historic districts, in-
dividual buildings, structures, and objects that possess
national or local historical significance; or are assoc-
iated with pre-history, an historic figure, or a renowned
architect; or represent a distinctive style or method of
construction., With a few exceptions, all entries must be

at least fifty years old.

The Register is an important tool for preservation because
it requires a hearing for any of its properties threatened
with demolition or environmental alteration from a project
utilizing federal funds. |If the architectural or histor-
ical integrity of the property cannot be insured, the Pres-
ident's Advisory Council on Historic Preservation may .in-
tervene. The National Register was enacted in 1935 as a
provision of the Historic Sites Act; and the criteria for
eligible properties has been greatly expanded under the
Historic Preservation Act of 1966,

A National Register form is an evaluation of the historic
and descriptive qualities of a property and its relation-
ship to the broader historic and architectural continuity
of the area. Local groups or individuals submit the forms
to the State Liaison Officer--a Governor appointed posit-
fon--who in turn submits them to the National Register of
Historic Places--a department within the National Park
Service. The Secretary of the Interior and the Congress
may supplement The Register.

The forms we submitted include the inciines, numerous
churches, bridges, commercial buildings, private houses,
inns, schools, a library, a statue, and several historic
districts. Our selection of entries to the Register is by
no means complete. We will submit forms on a continuing
basis to secure Pittsburgh's unique architectural herjtage.

“Raw
Persimmon
Award”’

The Raw Persimmon Award for the worst tomfoolery with a
fine historic building goes to the entrepreneur who has
taken possession of what was once a nice four story 1870's
building at the corner of Fourth and Market and which

had a brick and cast iron facade.

Although Market Square has been declared by the city as an
historic district, the process at.the departments of build-
ing, inspection, and zoning did not catch the proposed
mutilation of this historic facade so that consideration
could be given to withholding the permit.

The architectural motif eludes us. Mansards above the
first and second story level covered with cedar shake,
pine paneling covering windows and walls of the first and
second stories, a stuccoed picture window at the first
story, and vestiges of the third story's original fabric
produce a disturbing facade. Certainly the owner can't
be serious, and we trust that all of the alterations are
going to be taken away soon when his joke is over. |If
not, he will have to be given our special award, a large
raw persimmon to munch on while he mulls the mutilation.




” A T q
| (1 L 2 0 3 D Q 2. O
([ L 1 [ L '
f
g ] T g
a i . \ q - n
) Q
Q ¢ (T f Y a) > - | D )
y § 1 (1) \ .
[ Y 0 f 1 ! 7 2 q C |
©
Q T "] « b d A Ay
U ‘ d ( fl i i | ; & i
) f - ;
1% 1 - ) it Q [ 1) "
1% \d Q. O \ 0 | C 1 o .
. | q O
1 Q ai 1 U \J . X |
- - , = <
) a 1 i q 7 . i} T a
1|
= y ( s q J D : ! A
) 3 : ™ | 0 - ¢ 1{ !
g - 1 ] | 1 0 o
: \ - AR ] Q) q Q
\ ) ; AW - i 1 w
' & 3 1 (Q i () ¥ C § i . | s
‘ / ] ( = 0 | '
> (0 Y 0 O 7 f |
/i I ¢ : © - QO M { | ] ! D T ) 0 7 : g h
{7 N q 3 0 Y (O Q) Y ' Q) Q. (i | U P Y
7 / z 1 3
>, Y 1 4 Q 1h ) 3 q J Ui ’ | :
¢ f
2 ] | ~ 4
~ — ' J . 3 A’ I ¥ o E
- A 1 \ d _ ) 1 '
: v Jg = o 1 | \ q | T ;
a T % ; | - : ’ -
! (' X q ) Q) : - a - - ; - o ol _ § )
~ /, U Wb e - 1) (0 PR | 5 ] m
= / - 5 Y QO S
104 £ ’ - N s 3 ! : . ¢ © < -
0 ) 1 N Q) a 0 ( J 1 a L 180 o= et ~ ¥ F
/ (5 % 7 Q {
) 5 ) = q | fl ! c == 1 A e
\ - . . i ’
: : U q I 1} g ) 1 ) o ¥ 2 =« :
— , 0 | © L ) QO D N 0 @ © o D ( g I
O ) o) - T O ! - T q Al | g o 1 E, y {
= 3 0 . U o | . n Y ¢ | g
£ “ey 1 . = N Y A 7 ]
g 2 - - . i }
m . 3 0 0 7 | 3 U a - b - v
2 } =. ) Q I L E:
2 - D v L (T q d U ! : ! o V= L _ . :
= \ 2 O ¢ } - q a 0« c . 1 e
| . ® TR Sk == Ty 0 € 0 | N ] < ) =z = = { o




CHRISTMAS TIME AT THE OLD POST OFFICE GIFT SHOP

Antique Reproductions of Kate Greenaway

B.0IOK Sk b o o ekt B N 1o o e R S ol .5.85 -4,00
Antique Post Office Bank.......... ... 25.00
Fig 1Lt OUri e & S it <o ot o mie s i ller o el is B NE ha tele b S R SRR 2.50

Sterling & Silverplated Spoon Rings.5.50-8.50

Interesting Books on Pennsylvania History

Pennsylvania Beautiful.......Nutting.... 3.50
Pittsburgh A Sketch of Its Early Social
BRI 5 5o 0 6 10 oY e te o ok ..Dahllnger.. 3.00
Great Floods of Pennsylvanla....Shank 4 2550
The Ohio River Handbook & Picture
Boiolkis o el e L E AR Y W 5 24 .Klein... 6.95

The Pennsylvanla Main Line Lanal
E McCullough & Leuba.. L4.75
The Architectural Heritage of Early

/ﬁﬁgﬁ / Western Pennsylvania.....ooeeeee Stotz..17.50
D s A~ EPARED FOR CHRISTMAS
e 4/3. s~~~ BE PR Special Group of limited tity book
o P YOUR MUSEUM GROW B P e LA a2 adis
\“‘N”H%{f' 1 A g ? Duet in Diamonds.....ooeeeeuenees Burke.. 5.00
The Confident Years.......c.o. .Andrist.. 5.95
Our second annual Christmas Sale and tea will be ;ﬁedDesperate Years..... """é"ng??" g'gg
1d : L s B ORR N i ....Campbell.. 3,
Ze November 6th from 10 to 9; 7th from 10 to N S e s o R L e Dy
p.m.; and 8th from 10 to 4. Many unusual gift that Made Histor e S 5.00
items, a good selection of books, and a large X Yoiaes 5 Sp s o : T 2
: : : Sew Simply, Sew nght....Rhea,Lelghton.. 2.50
assortment of inexpensive toys will be featured ElowlEaat T 7.95
as well as many Christmas decorations and novel- The Foxfi;é.ééék...:::...:-..Qigqinton.. 3.95

ties. There will be many bargains on limited

- i y : ; The Circus from Rome to Ringling...May.. 3.00
quantity items. Don't miss this opportunity to

spend an interesting day in 01d Allegheny. Visit Collection of large color folio books... 1.98ea.
the Fall Flower Show in the Mall, and come to the Model Airplanes
Museum to shop and meet friends. Some features Model Trains
of the Christmas Sale are listed below: Butterflies & Moths
Gems & Jewels
Solid Brass Key Ring or Pendant embossed Cats & Kittens
with actual U. S. postage stamp.......$ 2.75 Purebred Dogs
Memory BoX....eo00ees I T A R o O 50
RESERVATIONS WILL BE LIMITED AND
ACCEPTED ON A "FIRST COME, FIRST
SERVED" BASIS.
PRICES: Adult Members $2.50 each,
Non-members $3.50 each, Children
A T AL T TR 25¢ plus an ormament for the tree
GLD POST GFFICE MUSEUM ¢ ;
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 7:00-9:00 p.m. Please send me ___ tickets for
members @82.50 €@QCH. ... ccians®
We invite our members and their friends to cele- Please send me ___ tickets for
brate a turn-of-the-century Christmas at the 0ld non-members €83.50 each...... S
Post Office. This, our second annual Christmas
Party will feature: Please send me ____ tickets for
- Trimming the Giant Fir Tree children @25¢ each.....cooeue S
- Christmas Music by "The Consort of Musicke" I will bring 1 ornament per child.
(including a "Carol Sing-a-long")
- Christmas Stories MY CHECK AND SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED
- Christmas Music by the Teutonia Menterchor ENVELOPE ARE ENCLOSED
- German Carols by Most Holy Name Kindergarden Name
- Punch and Cookies
- Wine and Cheese Address

VOLUUN=TZEERS TO MEET

November 8 at 7:30 p.m. ALL VOLUNTEERS and anyone interested in being a volunteer will

meet at the 0ld Post Office for our annual meeting. PLEASE COME! WE NEED YOU!

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES
] New . 1. Free admission to the Old Post Office, the
Edl:dt::l 3 f ................ from $10.00 Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Museum.
= %n ‘_&Wl g et - from $12.00 2. 5% discount on purchases at the Old Post
NAME Coatributing . ................. from $50.00 Office Museum Gift Shop.
Sustaineng - 5.l o s et from $100.00 3. Subscription to “News for Members” and spe-
ADDRESS Patron.am = 0 S R from $500.00 cial publications on architecture and history.
fege me ol i, B from $1,000.00 4. Free admission or discount tickets for walk-
gt ing and bus tours.
Organizations: - L : .
PHONE Abtive Wtk b S SRS .. .from $25.00 Z F,ree. ad‘“? PR TS _lecmre vy
ook B L Contributing . ................. from $50.00 ; g%tégcanon Erey P R
SED IS § FOR A MEMBERSHIP. i )
. i 3 Suseining Lon e C U R e from $100.00 7. Participation in an organization given na-
( Your cancelled check is your receipt.) PEtetBla=, o e e sl PR B from $500.00 tional awards “for the vigor of its programs.”
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