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RICHARD KING MELLON FOUNDATTON
GRÄNTS $250,000

FOR MEXICAN WAR STREETS PROGRAM

The trustees of the Richard King Mellon Foundation have granted $250'000
toward the advancement of the Mexican War Streets Community Restoration Pro-
gram.

The grant is to provide funds for acquisition of houses in that area.
Some of the houses are to be resold with deed restrictions to prohibit alter-
ation to the facade and others will be retained and restored by PHLF.

The intent of the Mexican War Streets program is to preserve the archi-
tectural heritage of this late nineteenth century neighborhood in'such a way
as to provide good housing for índividuals and families of varíous income
levels íncluding low income. The restoration of the buildings serves as a
catalyst to full community renewal.

PHLF initiated thtis program in 1966 with a granL from the Sarah Mellon
Scaife Foundation which wãs iater augmented by a grant from the A.W. Mellon
Educational & Charitable Trust. With these funds we purchased anehor prop-
erties to secure portions of the neighborhood and to Índuce private Índivi-
duals to restore the decaying bufldings.

Richard P. Mellon, president of the Richard King Mellon Foundation'
noted that the Mexican War Streets Restoration Fund "is a revolvíng fund and
that any income d.erived from the properties which PHLF may acguire in imple-
mentation of this qrant will be placed in the Restoration Fund for subsequent
use in the Mexican War Streets district or the restoration projects of Pitts-
burgh History & Landmarks Foundatíon".

"The grant from the Ríchard King Mellon Foundation", said Charles Covert
Arensberg, presídent of PHLF, "is the largest grant to The Restoration Fund
to date ánd should enable us to fulfill our initial goals in the Mexiean War
Streets proqram. Without these funds the program would have lost momentum
because our earlier grants have been fully invested in properties there".

Several houses are available in the Mexican War Streets at present. 400 West
North Avenue at the corner of Pal-o Alto and facing the parkf a very large house

with many fine interior fittíngs and mostly restored by
MEXICAN wAR STREETS Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kenagy, is currently for sale. There
HOUSES FOR SALE ís a eourtyard and a doubl-e garage and the asking prÍce

is $42,000. Interested persons should call 23L-2539. . . . .
L24L Monterey Street, a handsome 2 I/2 story ¡ric¡< house with elaborate eastiron window hoods is for sale by our organiiation. rt is in derelict condi-tion but could be handsomely reitored. The price is $101000 firm.......The
E.K. Davis house in Crafton is also for sale and is listed on pågre L7L in
Landmark Architecture. Interested persons should call the owner at 92L-7L29.



SUMMER WALKTNG TOUR SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED

We will soon start, our Summer Sunday Afternoon Walking Tours ag'ain. They
will all begin at 2:00 p.m. and will last approximately 2 L/2 hourg. In one
ease we are going to join our new affiliate chapter in Washington County to
see one of the old towns along the National Road. ,

Last year the walking tours were free to members but in all previous
years we mãde a charge. Due to the cost of organizinq, promoting, and holdinq-the tours, we must révert back to the charges but they wíll be very reasonable
for our members. Each tour will be 75ê or you may purchase a season ticket for
the three tours for $1.50 per person. Non'member tickets will be 52 per tour
and a season ticket will cost $5. If you are interested in obtaininq tickets
no!ìr, please send your check and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the of-
fice and your tickets will be sent out within a few weeks.

Point Breeze area and Henry Clay Frick Fine Arts Museum June 25

Meet in Friek Park d,erosa from the Fríck Fine Arts Museum on ReynoLda Street.
Edgewood ...... o... ..... ........ .. ..... .,July 16
Town of west Alexander on the National Pike (washington countyl,..september 10

PHLFTs first weekend tour was an enormous success. frle had two full busses of
members and friends and we vrere royally received in three towns. rn Wheeling

; we were able to tour private residences, served coffee in the
SPRTNG TouR morning, sherry in thã customs House now undergoing restorationSUCCESSFUL and lunch at the Fort Henry Club. In Sistersville we had a

wonderful tour through many of the fine houses and an excep-tionally good dinner at the restoreá wellã rnn. Sunday St"inin; prà.ri¿.a -

gloríous weather for our excursion over to Marietta whãre we toured the Cam:pus Martins Museum, the Ì,1.P. Snyder, Jr. Steamboat, and the rectory of the :

Roman Catholic Church, a restored Italianate buíIding in very granã style.

JANE STREET IS COMING ALONG

Shown above ís the contractor on the job restoríng 2811 Jane Street, Birm-
ingham, and the finished facade. We are pJ-eased
to announce the acquisition of our fÍfth house
Ín this block | #2809, and we are eurrently draw-
ing up plans in conjunction with the Pittsburgh
Housing Authority, to restore it, Iike 2811, for
Iow-income housing. One notable setback occurred
just after we rented 2BL1 to t.he Àuthority. An
ancient sewer broke down and we had to pay over
$21000 for a new line to the street. Shown here
is the new tenant's dog looking mournfully as we
did at the great hole that the ptumbers dug in
hís (our) back yard
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NEILL LOG HOUSE
NEEDS LANDSCAPING FUNDS

We have completed the restoration of the Neill Log House and the Junior
League has comptèted furnishing the interÍor. Now we must undertake the ap-
propriate landicape work, and. õur landscape architects, Griswold, Winters &

Swain have drawn up the enclosed list of vines, shrubs and trees that are r€-.
quired and the estimated cost to plant them.

We invite the donations of individuals, families, garden clubs, and
other civic organizations for these items and a permanent list of donors will
be mounted in the Neill Log House

If you or your organization is interested in funding one or more of these
items, simply drop a nóte and send your check to the office. If your gift is
in memory of a particular person' please so state.

I Sugar Maple $400.00
3 Wiñesapp Apple Trees .,... ...... 20.00 each
2 Sycle Þear Trees .. r . . 20.00 each
3 Sóur Cherry Trees 20.00 each

23 rndian summer Red Rasberries 2'50 each
20 Cumberland Blackberries..... ........ 2.50 each
lo Arrowwood viburnum. 25'oo each
2o Bitter sweet Vines 5'25 each
2 Ramona climatas 5 '25 each

50 Virginia Creepers 4.50 each
2 climbing Eveiqreen Roses 5.00 each

60 l"lartha Wãshinglon Asparagus Plants ..r:. 2.00 each
30 victoria Rhubãrb Plants" ' 2'25 each
B common sunflowers"' 1'75 each

General planting of Silver Moon Daisies t
Queen Anne's Lace, Golden Rodr Crown of
Rays, and Black-eyed Susans. . . . 750.00

JUNIOR LEAGUE & PHLF
TO OPEN

TOURIST LITERÀTURE CENTER

We are indeed pleased to announce that the Ju'nior Leaque of Pittsburgh
has approved orrr prãposal to assist us by providing funds to construct, and
voluntèers to opeiatè, a tourist literature center to be located in the
foyer of the OIä Post Office. We have been deeply concerned at the.lack of

=uðh a service for visitors and now that we have our museum' we decided to
ask the League to hetp us undertake this project. Mrs. Lahtrence E. Madson' Jf.
will serve as chairman and Mr. Ha¿old Lyke, óne of our regular volunteers, will
represent pHLF. The center should be oþen by July. This is our third project
wittr the Junior League, the fírst two bèing ã lecture on Pittsburgh history
prepared for and giien'to all the fifth gráde elasses in city schools and fur-
nishing the Neill Log House.

APRTL DONATIONS

We would like to take thís opportunity to thank the following people who
donated historical articles in kind to the Old Post Office Museum in Aprit:

Wallace R. Beardsley
Henry Carter Corson Family
Fie1d Curry
Miss Claire Hagrmaier
Vüi11iam Hosking
Leo R. Kleppick
Mrs. Diane Kumanchik

Mr. & Mrs, Don Landay
lfalter Leuba
Mrs. J. Donald l"fclean
Mrs. Sal1y Ogden
Miss Hilda Schodde
Mrs. Roger Sutl-on
Mrs. Ruth Whener
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NOTES FROM THE OLD POST OFFICE

under the chairmanship of Sandy Kenagy, the Spring Festival Committee assem-bled a glÍtteting array of eveñts foi-the weei of May 2:-. The Flea Marketwas so successful that the vendors asþd that we holã one not less than oncea month regularly; our auction the nefr day netted over 9400. More than three
spRrNG FEsrrvAL :iå"::i"::ï'åä;:""åä:oT: :i;.;å:ä";;:'ïå:l"l:":; Blriitåï"'
DRAws cRowDS carpets by Burton l,owèll Kaplan. The guestion and answerperiod lasted over an hour. For Robert Schmertz's folk
songs we had standing room only and a standing ovation at the end of the con-cert. We hope to have anottrer concert in the near future. À11 the thanksgo to Sandy Kenaqy and the Spring Festival- Cornrníttee consistúng of the,mem-bers of the Neighborhood AdvÍsory committee and the Exhibitionã committee.
Now we are looking toward a FaII Festival to keep the "Lívely Landmark,' lívely.

HUXTABLE l{e were pleased to read in the sunday, March 19, Ig72 New york TimesFoRUSAdaLouiseHuxtab1e'skindwordsa¡oùtourvict"'y'itffi
Jegl¡elV Post office. She noted that we had a ""rå"tring opening dayparty for the buitding's nev¡ role as the museum of the people of Alleghenycounty" and that our vÍctory "$ras a perception of t,rue ür¡ãníty in every senseof the word".

¡

EVENTS AT THE OLD POST OFFICE

June 26, 5-T:3o p. r.
Opening of special show of our
lection from Margdret Morrison
UniversÍty. Our hosts will be
burqh.

newly acquÍred fashion col-
CoIIege of Carnegie Mellon
the Fashion Group of Pitts-

The Drawings and water colors of Norton peterson continues
Old Wills of pittsburghers continues

Textiles of Bucky King through June 20th

An Àrchitecturar History of Allegheny county continues



THE PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

BaIIet, Violin, & piano. Our first performance included high-school stu-
dents playíng the violin and the pi-ano followed by a very colorful -series of
dances by the ¡lount.-iebanon gallet. The variety ãf tn"-þrogram and.the vi-
talíty aña styte of the group ànlivened the OLd Post office and delighted the
audience

Àn Afternoon of Music & Poetry. Under this tit.le, the second event of
the Foundationiã-pãifor*ing arts program took place at the old Post offÍce on

Sunday afternoon, 26 March. A trio, of youttg m.n--lobert Croan, tenor, Anthony
de Vittorio, pianistr ärd John Haber, reãder--banded together to produce
Robert Schumann's nióhterlíebe (Poetis Love)' a song cycle composed to verses
contained in Heinrïõñ-TãffiãrFlyrisches Intermezzo Ã822-1823) . Dr. croan
does not have å ;;uig" voice but it ru" r"li-ãdapted to the intimacy, -charm, and
private intensity of these prime examples of celman lieder. Vittorio's piano
accompaniment was competent and sympathetic, and Mr. Haberls reading (in English)
of the poems before eãch "ong 

setåction was elegant and properly supporti-ve'
The young men, all costumed Ëo "ogg"st thã eåifí nineteeirth- cenLury, undertook
their roles with both vigor and uñáerstandíng, änd their obvious delight in
their joint performance ðommunicated itself to the audience'

Brockett & Russell. A complete change of pace occurred on 9 ApriL when'

tfrrougn-t-trã-"""rtesy of pHLF *eiber earbaia nusãe}l-, our members previewed
"politics '72';,- ;nåw nightclub skit by Don Brockett. Amusing, the songs

were original and the points wel-l- made

i An Evening of Chamber Music. The performing arts eommittee of the museum
again in the interest of providing varÍety in its programs, scheduled a chamber
music program on Thursday evening, 11 April at seven o'clock, when the Depart-
ment of Music of the Allegheny Campus of the ÀIlegheny Community College pre-
sented in conunction with PHLF, the Allegheny Quintet, consísting of Judith
Moore, flute, Eve Bl-um and Joseph Picchi, violins, Paul Landefeld, viol-a, and
Henrietta Voyvadich, cel1o. The program consisted of the allegro and minnetto
of Luigi Boccheríni's Quintet in b, the Suite Ín A Minor of Telemann and Footers
A Nísht piece. The enõ'ffiïã-þÎãf6d wíth@pirit and we hope
they will come again for a return engagement.

An Afternoon of Creative Drama. On Sunday afternoon 23 Àpril Dr. J. Brooks
Dendy, III, supervisor of the Drama SectÍon, Division of Education, at Carnegrie
fnstitute brought to the O1d Post Office his creative drama group of young
people who, attÍred in "anonymous" costumes and wíth a minimum of props and no
scenery evolved dramatic "actions from the incidents of tþeir lives". With no
trainÍng ín the performing arts save what they had received with the group,
they were able within patterns of stylized movement and spoken dial-ogue to pro-
ject a poetic vision of what it is to be young ín today's uncertain world.

Needed: A few Ladiee uho ea.n seu and uouLd Like to ttelP make minor ne-
poio" to the eLegant vietorían dressea teeently gioen to ue.
caLL Karen C.aeeg at 322-L204 íf you can ypaîe a feu holtts,

We recentJ-y commissioned a specíaI-
commemorative ptate showing the Old
Post Office on a simulated Pewter
plate. It is quite handsome and will
Ë" available onty for a linited time'
100 have been reserved for members at
$4. If you wish to order, símply !9nd I
your nt*ä, address and check includlng
3OÊ mailing charge to Pittsburgh His-
tory a Landmarks Foundation' Old Post
Office, Pittsburgh, Pa. L52L2.
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We wish to congratulate the Mount I^Iashington Community on its anniversary.
Exaetly I00 years ago the governor signed a bill into law annexing Mount
Washington to the City of Pittsburgh. To celebrate its centennial year, the
community will close Grandview Avenue to traffic for a street fair which will
begin with a parade of floates, bands and animals from the ChíIdrens t Zoo on

Thursday, June I at 7:30 p.m. Every evening between 7 '&

¡'ÍT. WASHINGTON 11:30 p.m. from Thursday June B through Friday June tI
CENTENNIAL there wil-l be a sidewalk cafe on the "view side" of the

'' Avenue and refreshment and exhibitors' booths lining the
"house side". To add to the atmosphere, musical groups will perform nightly
on the sightseeing platforms. The Píttsburgh Symphony Orchestra will perform
at Grandview Park on Friday June 2 aL 7:30 p.m. The closing ceremonies will
consist of a spectacular fireworks display over the Monongahela River on Sun-
day night. The public is advised to use public transportation as street park-
ing will be very Iímited. PHLF will have a special booth at the fair offer-
ing publicatj-ons and memberships,

We were pleased to read in the recent newsletter of the Society of the Preser-
vation of the Duquesne Heíghts Incline that several Pittsburgh companies as

well- as PHLF have made notable contributions toward this
DUQUESNE HEIGHTS splendid preservation effort. JeL Steel contributed a
INCLINE STILL pulling cab1e, Dravo Corporation has provided a pair of
CLI¡'ÌBING cable-reejl jacks, Sargeant Electric has donated electrical

hardware and Ì{estinghouse has contributed $20r000 toward a
rectifíer installation. PHLF recently located some newel posts and a handrail
to be used in the lower station. To the Society we extend good wishes; we
note that it is the only organization for which we hope that it vri1l continue
to have its ups and downs.

!,le have, month in and out, been bewailing the fall of church spires and the
almost complete lack of ecelesiastical interest in this deplorabl-e state of

affaÍrs. This month we can report, mírabile dictu, that a Pitts-
ASPIREburghspirethatwasdestroyedbyriffi:o,isaboutto
RISES be restored. Pastor Ruff of the Grace Lutheran Church on Hatteras
AGAIN Street in Troy Hill has informed us that the congregation has re-

ceived a bequest that will permÍt it to restore its spire which
will be a modern reproduction of the one erected in 1899. The new structure,
48 feet high, wiII be octagonal in shape, of whíte vinyl over aluminum and
witl be surmounted by a seven foot gold cross. Work was scheduled to begin
in l-ate April by the Overly Company. hle heartily congtratulate Pastor Ruff
and his congregation

RÄW PERSIì.{I4ON AI^IARD TO BE EST'ABLISHED FOR T'HE NEWSLETTER

It has been a principle of our organization to reward people as approp-
riately as h/e cari for their efforts on behalf of hístoric preservation' I^ie

have given life memberships to several of our most active members, we have
awarded landmark plaques to owners of sígnificant buildings, and we hand out
bouquets of words through our newsletters and througth letters to those who afe
working on behalf of historic preservation. It seems only appropriater there-
fore, that we also reward those who would destroy, depradate, and denude our
historic buildings. At the urging of our president we are therefore establÍsh-
ing the Raw Persimmon 4ward which will be given at appropriate intervals to
those who deserve to savor this bitter taste that results from their actions,
a taste which in effect they have forced upon the communityr If you have a
suggestion of an owner who deserves our symbolic Raw Persimmon Award, send it
to the office. We wiII announce first winners at the annual meeting,

Needed: Hat and. shoe boæes for uee in stoning eostume aeeeseoniee.



FOUR SPLENDID BOOKS PUBLISHED

Buyins and Renlvatíng a House in the City by Deirdre Stanforth ahd marüha
Stamm he subject ín question from the
poiqt of view of two women who acquired a house in New York and restored it.
ih"r"upon they set out to study such work around the United States and gumma-

rj,ze what they have learned fróm their excursions. Our PHLF work in Pittsburgh
is covered in considerable detail. Paperbound $4.95--Hardbound $10.00.

A Guide to Remodelinq Old Houses l,lithout Destroying fheir Character by
Georg will
be lðcturing to us in May is an excellent guide to the practical matters in re-
habilitatÍni a house. Mr. Stephen discusses ways to reconstruct rooms, insert
bathrooms añA mechanicals, and in general how to renovate an oId house for
modern tiving conditions. The book contains a very useful glossary. Paper-
bound $3.95.

A House in the City: A Guide to Buying.ç Re{rovating O19_Houtes by.Dixon
McKen determin-
ing the economics of róstoration and is a large size book with excellent photo-
gráphic coverage of restored houses around the country. Hardbound $10.00.

The OId Pike by Thomas Searight. This is a reprint of a fine o1d book
that ñãs-ÏnilE-n õut of print tñat deals with the history and developmpnt of
the architec[.ure of the national Road, now Route 40. For anyone interested in
Iocal history in the tri-state area, ù,hi= is a faseinating study and wé are de-
lighted to sèe it reissued in such an economical edition. Hardbound $f0.00

All books are in immediate supply at the Old Museum Shop .rrá t" will be
glad to take mail orders.

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation
The OId Post Offíce'-Allegheny Square West
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania I52L2

Please send me the followíng:

copies of Buying c Renovating a_Ilousg-!n-lhe City by
paperbouñð at $4.95--hárdbound at $I0.00

copies of Remodeling Old Houses by Stephen at $3.95

copies of A House in the CiÞ¡ by McKenna at $10.00

copies of The Old Pike by Searight at $10.00

F
Grand Total ..o.. .."""$

My check is enclosgd.

Name

Stanforth & Stamm

Address
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Effectíve immediately we will announce new members in our organízation. we

are pleased to announce these new members for l,larch-April L972.

d.re pl,eased to dnnounee the follouing neü Life membere: Mrs. CLífford
Heinz, Mr. & Mrs. John F. Walton, Jr.

We
Êl

Mrs. Àgnes P. Allen
John Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Àngle
Louis Anstandig
Dr. & Mrs. Davicl Archer
Edna Ashton
Mrs. John Bankson
Mrs. Helen M. Beatty
Robert Berkebil-e
Louise P. Berlin
Beulah Historical- Socíety
John Bissell
Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Bolander
Dr. & Mrs. John O. Bolvin
Mrs. C.M. Boucek
Mrs. N.F..Braun, Jr.
Stanley T. Brosky
H. Edwaril Cable
Mr. & Mrs. Alan O. Caldwell
Lulu D. Caldwell
O\,ren Cantor
Myrtle E. Carey
Miss Rosemary Casey
l{íIlia¡n L. Chapman
Dr. A.F. Cohen
E. Jane colborn
Mrs. Annabel K. Confer
Marshall J. Conn
Mrs. Frances M. Corsello
Beekman I,l. Cottrell
William H. Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Cunnlngham
Mrs. G. W. Davies
Dorothy C. Dawson
Jean J. Dittmer
Mrs. Thomas P. Ecldy
Ilulda Edelstel-n
Ruth M. Emery
James C. Físher

Mrs. J. Monroe Franks
Dane Fravenholz
curtis S. Garner, III
Belle ceorge
Richard C. Getty
Denis A. Glunt
John P. Graver
Janet D. Grugan
wllliam Guernsey
Fred E. Haller
Miss Caroline Heppenstall
Margaret Higginbottorn
CarI W. Huch, Jr.
Mrs. Melvin Humphreys
Mrs. Willlam Jackson
E. M. Jepsen
Kendall F. Jones
Mrs. Florence vloods Keeler
Dr. Howard Kress
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kubiak
Dorcas Leíbolil
Henry Leonaril, .Ir.
Mlss Marcia Leonard
l{iss L. Joanne Llppert
Mr. & Mrs. Robert I. Long
Mary Virginía Louden
E.E. Maccache
A1ice K. MacDonnell
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. McAlister
James B. Mcclements, Jr.
Raymond A. Mcceary
Anna M. McGlLI
Neele V. Mcl,aughlin
Roy E, Metzler
¡4ary S. Mohney
Mrs. W.R. Murdock
Robert Peel
Mrs. Enoch Perkins
Mrs. Russell Peters

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Pitcalrn
Quentin E. Polasky
I,ouise Pushing
Matthe\,¡ Pusic
Mrs. Rose Raebel
Mrs. clinton Randall
Mae Ransford
Donald H. Ratchford
Mrs. Bertram Reilly
Dr. & Mrs. T.J. Robbins
Mrs. G.T. Roberts' Jr.
E.W. Rudert
Melanie Russell
Sa1ly sasser
Grace E. saulters
Edward Schaefer
Mrs. Oscar Schloss
Willlam T. Schoyer
Edgar H. Shrayer
Robert J. Símonds
Milton R, slater
Mrs, Charles C. SmlËh
Emerson S. Smith
Mrs. Alexander Speyer
Norbert stanny
Mr, & Mrs. A.J. Starr
Mrs. Clarence Steffey
Mrs. Frank R. Stoner, ÏII
Charles M. Stolz
Helen M. Studer
Mrs. John B. sutton¡ Jr.
stuart J. Swensson
Lloyd Tatem
W. Ward Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. John F. walton' Jr.
Gary tee weston
Vincent widmer
Mrs. Davlil l{itherow
uíldred M. Young
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