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THE RESTORATION FUND
A REPORT

In December 1-966 the Sarah Mellon Scaife Foundation, with a grant of
$100r000 established our Restoration Fund to purchase and restore houses of
architectural worth in various areas of Allegheny County. lrle immediately
established a restoration program in the Mexican War Streets area of Nort,h
Side and in tr¡lanchester. In the former we try to rent arrd sel1 houses to
persons and families of various income levels and to induce others to do the
same. In Manchester r,\re are working with the Urban Redevelopment Authority to
restore the entire area with minimal dislocation. Both programs are unique
in the United States. We reported to our members on our progress in The Five
Year Report, mailed several months ago. Members are restoring about aãoze{-
llouses along with nine that, we own. Since then several major events have oc-
curred as described in this newsletter.

A. W. MELLON EDUCATIONAL & CHARTTABLE TRUST
crvEs $50,000 To rHE

RESTORATION FUND

The trustees of the A. W. Mellon Educational e Charitable Trust have al-
located a grant of $501000, to our Restoration Fund based on a proposal we
submitted in L969 reviewing our goals in restoring houses in the Mexican War
Streets area, Manchester, and South Side. In notifying us of the grant the
President of the Trust,, Mr. Theodore L. Hazlett, Jt., said, "the trustees ex-
pressed considerable interest in this project finding it innovative and having
broad social overtones. " Money from this grant is being expended on several
of our properties in the Mexican lr7ar Streets and Manchester and part has been
utilized to study the relevance of government programs to this work and to the
possibility of restoring houses in Sou'Eh Side and renting them to the Pitts-
burgh Housing Authority in the Leased Housing Program.

MEXICAN WAR STREETS
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION ESTABI,ISHED

The property o$/ners and residents of the Ì'Îexícan War Streets have joined
together at the Foundationr s suggest.ion to form the Mexican War Streets Soci-
ety. The purpose is to tackle neighborhood problems for the improvement of
thã area. A recent election saw the following officers elected: Mrs. !'lilliam
Eichleay, Chaj-rman; Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kenagy, First and Second Vice Chairman
respectively; I{r. Jay Minsinger, Third Vice Chairman; and Mr. Gary l"lenice, Pro-
gram Chairmãn. Membership is open to all residents and property owners in the
area at $1.00 a year.

BROCHURE PUBLISHED ON
MEXICAN WAR STREETS PROGR.A,M

Fresh off the press is an eight page, vest pocket brochure describing our
purposes and accomplishments in the Mexican War Streets area. The illustrated
pamphlet serves as an invj-tation to contribute to The Restoration Fund or to



purchase and restore a house in the Mexican war streets area. copies are free
io members; please enclose a stamped, self-addressed business-size (#10) enve-
lope with your request.

¡4R. & MRS. J. C. OLTVER' JR-
ASSIST RESTORÂTION FT]ND AND
MEXICAN WAR SÎREETS PROGRAM

Major assistance for our work has come through the generosity and commit-
ment of pHLF members Mr. & Mrs. John C. OIiVer, Jr., Of sewiCkley. Ïn Decem-

È;; 1969 they donated over $13r000 to the RestoraLion Fund, stressing their
interest in óur efforts to restore houses for low and moderate income groups
and to achieve .-ã"*ographic diversity in the ¡{exicah lrlar streets area- A

pãitior. "t the donatiãn has been applied to the purchase of a parcel of prop-
ã;I;-;"laining two houses- on t*lontãrey Street and two on Eloise V'lay in the
Mexican war siieets described below. The money has also been used at L246
Resaca place and 1220 Monterey Street both of wtrictr rent primarily to low in-
come persons and families.

Besides Èhis significant donation
to our Restoration Fund, Mr. & Mrs.
Oliver have also purchased from us one
of the key houses in the l'lexican War
Streets aiea, t'he Romanesque house at
1201 Buena Vista. They have appointed
us to restore it for them, and work ís
underway with a completion daÈe sched-
uled foi early faIl. This magnificent
endeavor by tñis fine family will bring
new vitality to our program and will
give us our first restored house on
Buena Vista Street.

FOUR HOUSES ACQUIRED

With funds from Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Oliver, Jr., we have acquired four key
properties in the Mexi.can $lar Streets area, a1I on the corner parcel at Mon-
terèy Street and Eloise Way. One house has been vacant for over a year and
we will begin work on it this faII. Three of the properties now rent to low
income peråons, and this pattern wíII be continued. The corner house will be
restored and will contain three apartments that will rent at moderate t'o mid-
dle income rates. Thus our efforts to achíeve demographic díversity will be
sustaíned in this nevt complex.
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Iite are offering L246 Resaca Place in the
uãxican War Streets area for sale' This
is a corner property and has three stories
*l,ttr a mansard roof on the side. It is
built of brick and has a small rear yard
as we!.I as three entrances on the first
floor. To date we have expended a con-
siderable amount of time and money in
cLeaning the house very thoroughly (in
particuJ-ar the basement) and we have re-
þainted many of the rooms and co:npletely

restored the third floor
PHLF HOUSE as a very nice, one bed-
FOR SALE room apartment. The

house needs more restor-
ation work and we are looking for a pur-
chaser who might like to undertake it
either.hinself or by employing an outside
contractor or by empLoying PHLF. Priority
work includes a nehr heating system, major roof and cornice repairs, and a fire
escape. Other ínterior work could be done as the owner would wish. PIÍLF ohrns
three other properties in the Mexican !{ar Streets area which we plan to retain
as anchor houses, and a number of our members have already bought and are re-
storing houses. In the future it witt be the policy of the foundation to pur-
chase houses that are on the market and need to be secured for the benefit of
the area, to make whatever ínmediate repairs are necessary, and then as fre-
quently as possible, we will offer them to purchasers who will undertake their
restoration. !{rítten into the purchase agreement is a convenant protecting
the facade of the structure for 99 years, The convenant perrnits the owner to
make no alterations to the facade except to restore it to Íts original charac-
ter. The sales price is $tSro0o. Taxes and transfer stamps must be borne by
the buyer.

HILLCREST GARDEN CLUB
TO ADD WINDOW BOXES TO PHLF HOUSES

The members of the Hillcrest Garden CIub have generously offered to pro-
vide and plant window boxes for our houses in the Mexican lfar Streets. We feel
that window boxes will add some loveIy grace notes ín this area where the
houses front directly on the street and we are very grateful to the ladies of,
the club for this undertaking which will add so much beauty to the neighbor-
hood. Board of directors member Louise M. Boesel is serving as liaison with
the club, of whictr she is also a member. Mrs. Boesel recently completed a
splendid restoratlon of a house on Monterey Street. Two years ago she restored
a fine three story house on Resaca Place.

Shoun here is the strikíng yard ne-
eently Landscaped by l,tn. & Mrs.
ItiLLian Eichleay " members uho ?e-
eentLy took up residenee at LILî Mon-
teney Street. Mrs. Eiehleag-used
the pebbLes because 'tits Lovely and
neat eûe?A seaaon of the Yean".



MONTEREY STREET PAVED' TREES PLANTED

After strenuous efforts on our part, the trorley tracks on Monterey

Street in the Mexican War Slråãt= n.ï" ¡åen removed ãnd the entire street'
curbs, and siaLwãir.s have uãã"-ãã*pr.t"rv-iepraced. .vfith assistance to the

City of pittsburgh flom- the Sarah Mellon'Scaife Foundation' trees have been

planted the lengltr of the- 1200 block , for which thanks are also due to the

ilñ;ñ.nl of 
-Þárfs 

and Mr. Earl Blankenship, chief forester'

FUNDS NEEDED
HOUSES FOR SALE

We are trying to restore houses in the Mexican War Streets, Manchester,
and South side wilrr funds that have total.led $r80r000 since December L966.
Witt today's construction costs, it is not hard to understand our urgent
need for more funds. We ask that members and friends consider the value of
this work and donate to the Restoration Fund. small donations are welcame;
for those interested in larger grantsr wê can apply them as part'iaI or fulI
palment for the purchase or"r"sÉoration of partiðular houses. All donations
are used over anã over because the fund revólves through sales and rentals.

Currently houses are available
$7,000 to $47,000' the latter for a
importance to us in the Mexican War
Ziegler, will be Pleased Èo show anY
houães we would like to acquire.

For those who would like to restore a house for a residence or invest-
mentr wê also invite you to call the office, and to meet those who have aI-
i"ãAV committed themsãIves to this project at a meeting of the Mexican !{ar
Streets Association.

that we should acquire at prices from
complex of contiguous structures of great
Sträets. Our executive director, Arthur
interested persons the work to date and

NOTE: THROT]GH FINANCING AND

TORATTON Ft¡ND FTNANCES
AND RENTALS, YOUR GÏFT
GRANT.

FOUNDATION GRANTS, EVERY DOLLAR GTVEN TO THE RES-
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