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PLAQUE CEREMONY A TRTUMPH

Never has historic preservation in the United States seen quite a day like
Sept,ember 24 in Pittsburgh. on that day, at noon, a band broke out in
patriotic music, the Court House carillon echoed it, Grant, Street in theheart of the Go1den Triangle was closed to traffic, and a crowd of about
200 joined the Allegheny County commissioners, the mayor, and officers ofour organization to affix the first of our landmark plaques to be placed
on buildings in Allegheny County. That d.ay we unveiled them on the Court
House, the Jail, and the Union Trust Building
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The crowd filled Grant Street. Mr. Van Trurnp described the irn_
portance of the Union Trust Bldg.

The commissioners and the mayor spoke glowingly of our work in general andthe program of marking buildings in paiticurár-. rrr"y were forlówed by thegrandson of the architect of tñe couit House and Jaii, Frederick Richardson,and Charles Àrensberg and stanton Belfour from orrr otiunizatiõn. -trr. 
vanTrump described the importance of the structures, and we then moved by car-avan over to the union Trust Building where another large crowd gathered inthe lobby.

The intense interest of our local government leaders in our work was rehrard-itgrrbut more important was their own enthusiasm about marking inà-CourtHousg and Jail. rt would seem that these great structures aré in safehands.
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Our vest-pocket park for Sheffíeld Street'on the North Side is at Last a real-ity-. l{eary of !91inS to _give the funds to the City to construct two suchparks on North sider Te filatly built one of thenr õurselves. (The other wasturned down for housÍng.) a lot laden with debris and narrãã-
\IEST-POCKET further_by an abandoned auto was turned into a delightful child-PARK renfs playErouúd. under the aegis of the Gard,en ctúb of Allei
ar.ens. one "ia.el:lï :;lÏlü: 'lï"::åi'?iffi"îtlå.::":1""oî3HïË.å"'t;î:'"$::;"
and the nineteenth-century houses aie lookíng better and bettãr.
There is never a day that doesntt present us with the denrolition of at least
one builditg.--fn-every-case where our cren can spare the time, they retrieveall interior fittÍngs that are yrorth preservation and re-use, and elteriorornanents as weLl. l{e now have warehóuses on both North sidé and South Side,
Recently we have been working in åltegheny Avenue and. Àvery CoLlege areas ofthe East Street exprèsswãy demolition. wê have ãecured man-
ÀRTS RETRIEVAL LeI,s from some early GreeÊ RevivaL houses as well that stoodat l6th and chestnut streets. For two weeks during the sum-
mer lul. Schweit'zer and hLs crew re¡noved panellÍng, doors, mantels, ãnd eventhe entire dining. fgon- of the Henry w. oliver house on Ridge Avenue. Mr. Van
TftrtqP has terrred this house as con-taining "one of the most-valuable íntèrioiJin AmericaF and yet the Comtunity College of AJ.legheny County insists on de-nolishing this structure as well as the Fitzhugh trousä and tire Denny house onthe sa¡ne street. Only a grant from the Henry Oliver Rea Charitable Trust
saved this material beeause it enabled us to cover the large expenses of re-
moving it. Soon to be announced: an'artifact sale at which time memberswill be able to see the many items that we have rescued over the past fewyears and where some of the¡n wiLr be available for purchase. -

Our booklet Legend in ttlodern Gothic: the Union Trust Buildinq of pittsburoh
has

AÍ{ARDS Pittsburgh for excellence of design. our publicatíon on l,iveipool
Street also won such an award two years ago as weII as a Golden

Quill award for the written presentation.

In tne Pa9!_several months we have held a number of exhibits of AlJ.egheny
County buildings 31ri.the work of the Landmarks Foundation. rncluded amoñgthese Ytere two exhibits ín the window of the Capital Finance Company onIlood Street, downtown, an exhibít of artifacts ãt the Joseph Hor-ne öompany,

one at Second Federal Savings & Loan AssocÍation on Oliver Ave-
EXHXBITS nue' the Garden Market in East End, the Three Rivers Arts Festi-val, the County Fair, and two on the BirmÍngham program at the
Good Will Store on South Side and at the Charnber of Commerce there. Cur-rently we are showing artifacts in the front windows of the old Hahn Build-ingr South Side, and our exhibit of PittsburEh buÍldíngs still can be seenat the Fort Pitt t'fuseum.

4I"9- PlPular this summer were our various tours. For the alJ.-day tour of
South Side we had about 90 persons who enjoyed wal.king and riding all through
the curious streets and areas of this fascinating section of pittsburgh, A
luncheon of Ukranian food--alL delectable and very filling--rdês serveá atSt, Johnrs Ukranian Church on Carson Street. Then in July aboutToURs 125 people came to North Sid.e to see the houses that we aie restor-ing, and they experienced the startling difference of "before' and
"after". For our three summer- walking tours wã naa smaller groups but just
adequate for these informaL amblings f,hrough sections of the-citi. nerã
again the enjolnnent was sometimes seeing the unfamilíar but more often itlras seeing the fa¡niliar in a nelr way.


